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Because of his mercy, 
God saved us through the bath of rebirth 

and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he richly poured out on us 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

(Titus 3:5-6) 
 

          If I had to boil down the Christian understanding of 
God to one word, it would be giver.  God is a giver.   
          And when God gives, he gives generously.  God the 
Father gives his only Son.  The Son empties himself and 
gives his life on the cross.  The Holy Spirit is richly poured 
out on us.    God does not give in any measured or miserly 
way.  Immeasurably generous is God’s favor to us.  
(Ephesians 1:7) 
          We are beginning Stewardship Renewal Month.  Our 
theme is Responding in Gratitude.  We seek to give back 
gratefully and generously to God because he has first been 
generous to us. 
          We will be reflecting together----and in our own 
personal prayer----on how we can be generous givers, in 
imitation of God, in terms of our time, talent, and treasure.  I 
will be making this journey to deeper stewardship with you.   
We all need to grow as good stewards. 
 
           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Confirmation preparation for ninth graders and older will 
begin with an Orientation Session today, January 10th at 
12:30 p.m. in the Parish Center Blue Room. The registration 
form can be found on the parish website or picked up in the 
parish office. Contact Katie Muller at 727.822.3481  or 
katie@stpaulstpete.com with questions. 
 
Confirmation for adults  (high school graduate or older). 
If you are a practicing Catholic who has never received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation and you would like to be 
confirmed, we invite you to the following three sessions: 
Tuesday, Jan. 12th, Tuesday, Feb. 2nd, & Tuesday, Feb. 9th 
All sessions will be at 7 p.m., in the parish center. 
Confirmation will be administered on Sunday, Feb. 14th, at 
the 11:30 a.m. Mass. Please call Annamaria in the parish 
office for more information, or to register. 
 
That Man is You program will resume on Wednesday, 
January 20th.    All men of the parish are invited.  Breakfast 
at 5:30 a.m., program at 6:00 a.m.  You will be out no later 
than  7:00 a.m.  
 
The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving honoring all couples 
throughout the diocese who will celebrate their silver 
anniversary, or 50 or more years of marriage during 2010, 
will take place at St. Jude Cathedral on Sunday, February 
28th, at 3:00 p.m.  A reception with light hors d’oeuvres will 
follow.  You must pre-register by contacting the parish office 
no later than Monday, February 1. 
 

 
                               Monday,          January 11 

7:00 a.m. Frank  J. Spirek 

Tuesday,          January 12 
7:00 a.m. Peter Terrana  

Wednesday,     January 13 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Peggy Aldrich 
Intentions of St. Paul School staff and 
students 

Thursday,         January 14 
7:00 a.m. Siegliende Kelly 

Friday,             January 15 
 7:00 a.m. Intentions of Frances Wambaugh 

Saturday,         January 16 
     5:30 
p.m. 

Bob Sulte 

Sunday,           January 17 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m.  

Intentions of Debbie Henry 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Mary Lynn Coppins 
Prayer for Vocations 

 

 
   

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory totals  for the past two weeks:  
 
 

December 28, 2009……………….…...$    40,729.75 
(Including  Christmas)  
 
January 3, 2010.........………..…..…...$    21,182.25 
    

Reject godless ways and worldly desires 
and live temperately, justly, and devoutly. 

(Cf. Titus  2:12) 
 

As good stewards, 
we try to live out our baptismal commitment, 

rejecting Satan and serving God alone. 
 

Thank you for your generosity at Christmas. 
 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School. Every Sunday. 7 p.m.- 9:15 p.m. In the Youth Room at St. Paul's. 
 

Sunday, January 10th - We're baaack! Join us for an exciting night of games and fun! Never been to one of our nights before? 
This is the PERFECT night to check it out and see what we do! Bring a friend and get a prize! 
 

Sunday, January 17th, SUPER SUNDAY!! This semester we'll have "Super Sunday" nights once a month. Come sit with us at 
the 6pm Mass at St. Paul's, and then head over to the youth room afterward for a super night! We'll have extra-delicious food, 
and you'll get something special just for showing up! 
 

Middle School.  2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month. 6 p.m.- 8 p.m. In the Dining Room/Room 121 at Holy Family. 
 

Wednesday, January 13th - We're back for another great semester of fun and faith! You don't want to miss out on this life-sized 
board game night! Come hungry - we always have dinner! 
 
The men’s Christ Renews His Parish monthly alumni meeting is Tuesday, Jan. 12, at 7 p.m. in the Parish Center. For more 
information call Don Thornton at 727.459.5755. 
 
The date has changed for the Past Grand Knight and Columbiette Past President Appreciation Dinner.  New date is Saturday, 
Jan. 23rd, at 6:30 p.m.  Menu will be slightly different, but will still consist of pork and vegetarian options.  Ticket purchase deadline 
is Monday, Jan. 18th.  Tickets are available in the Parish office and after all Masses next weekend, Jan. 16-17.  Contact Richard 
Haight, rhaight@tampabay.rr.com or 727.823.9855 with questions. 
 
                         
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 

Theresa Annis Jenna Burnette    Jane Carter     
Mickenson Cenatus James Chesser    Dorothy Day  
Rita Dudley  Joanne Fisher      Ellie Gallaher  
Dick Gardner  Marie Grilli           Jerry Howe  
John Keglovich Jim Kirby             Geoffrey Lewis  
Bishop Robert Lynch  Joe McCourt         Nancy Mesano  
Ken Murray   Chester Regeski   James Schmalz 
Joanne Noppenberger Terry Shannon      Lois Smith 
Beverly Smock Maria Soule  
Frederick Stagnaro Kayle Valencia      John Venere 
 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick, and Adam 
Brockway. 
 
 

 

St.  Paul Catholic School 2010 Registration Information 
 
Pope John Paul II, in addressing Catholic Education has said, “Catholic Schools have proven to be of priceless value to 
generations of children, teaching them to know, love and serve God and preparing them to take their place with responsibility in 
the community.”  
 
Beginning in 1930, with the opening of St. Paul Catholic School, the mission of Catholic Education has been a vital part of the faith 
community in both St. Paul and Blessed Trinity parishes.   
 

On Monday, January 11, 2010, St. Paul Catholic School will hold Early Childhood and Kindergarten registration for the 2010-
2011 school years for NEW FAMILIES and for Returning Early Childhood 3 and 4 families.  Please note the details below and 
if you have any questions do not hesitate to contact Sister Joan at the school office.   
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REGISTRATION FACTS: 
Early Childhood - Children entering the 3 and 4 year old programs must be 3 or 4 by September 1, 2010.   
Options for EC 3: 
       5 Full days     7:50 a.m. - 2:50 p.m.       

5 Half days    7:50 a.m. - Noon 
       3 Full days     7:50 a.m. - 2:50 p.m.      
            3 Half days    7:50 a.m. - Noon 
Options for EC 4:    
           5 Full days      7:50 a.m. - 2:50 p.m.         
                5 Half days     7:50 a.m. - Noon 
 
Kindergarten is a full day      7:50 a.m. - 2:50 p.m. 
Children entering Kindergarten must be 5 by Sept. 1, 2010. 
 
Extended Day is available from 2:50 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and from Noon to 5:30 p.m. on half days. 
 
It is required that all Early Childhood 3 children be toilet trained.  Please be prepared to present the following documentation at the 
time of registration:  the child’s original birth certificate, baptismal certificate (if not baptized at St. Paul or Blessed Trinity), social 
security card, health records (blue immunization form) and a physical (yellow form) are required before August 2010.  If there is a 
custody agreement a copy must be submitted with the registration form.  Other information needed for emergency records is the 
name, address, and phone number of the child’s doctor, dentist and the names, addresses and phone numbers of 3 relatives or 
friends that you delegate to be notified in case you can’t be reached in an emergency.   
 
A non-refundable $175 registration fee is required at the time of registration.  One month’s tuition is also required for new families 
only. For your convenience our Registration Packet is posted on our web site, http://www.stpaulcatholicschool.org/reg2010.html   
under the link, Registration 2010.  Please fill out on-line, print and bring the completed forms with you on January 11th. 
 
Registration for all other grades as well as re-registration will begin on January 19, 2010.   
 
Congratulations to the following children who recently joined our faith through the Sacrament of Baptism: 

Isaiah Malik Green 
Jacob Bernard Green 

Riley Marie Green 
Dominic Stephen McEntegart 

William Sousa 
Aiden Thomas Sparks 

 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul. This year's St. Vincent de Paul Giving Tree was a great success! Thanks to your contributions 
we were able to help over 60 families. You provided gifts of toys and clothing for children, clothing and small household items for 
adults and gift cards for groceries. This year the school collected toiletries for us to include with the Christmas Gifts to our families. 
We were able to provide much needed items such as; laundry and bath soap, and shampoo and toothpaste. With your generous 
monetary donations during the Advent and Christmas season we were able to assist with paying rent to keep families in their 
homes and help keep the power and water turned on. Our Vincentians were busy too! Visiting families to help with their needs 
right up through Christmas Eve. With your contributions we will continue to help those in need in our parish community. 
 
From Msgr. Gibbons’ mailbox.  Msgr. Gibbons received some nice notes after Christmas.  One woman wrote, “When I have 
called your office, the receptionist is very pleasant with no impatience or condescending attitude.  Thank you.  For the past few 
years, the St. Vincent de Paul Society has provided my children and me assistance with food and, best of all, a Christmas for 
us.  Your compassion cannot be measured, and I have such heartfelt gratitude and love for your organization.  If we can 
volunteer, let us know.”  Another wrote, “This is a heart-filled thank you to the members of your church.  I am one of the many 
who have turned to St. Paul’s for help this year, and received it without hesitation.  I would like to express my overwhelming joy 
for the special Christmas package.  When the St. Vincent de Paul volunteer brought it, I was truly filled with the love of Christ as 
I wept.  I was actually able to buy my daughter a gift with my gift card, a privilege I haven’t had in years.”  Thanks to all our 
parishioners for supporting the great work of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  Hearts are being touched with the love of Christ. 
 
Immigration Reform. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) acknowledges that the current immigration system in 
our country is badly in need of reform.  The bishops offer a comprehensive set of recommendations for changing U.S. laws and 
policies to reflect the principles contained in Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching and to bring about a more humane and just 
immigration system in the U.S.  It is anticipated that immigration reform could be considered in Congress in 2010.  The USCCB 
has thus launched a postcard campaign to Congress in support of immigration reform.  Individuals can send an electronic 
postcard directly from the website, www.justiceforimmigrants.org. 
 
 



JANUARY 10, 2010                                                                 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Matthew Kelly, an internationally known best-selling Catholic author and speaker is coming to three parishes in our 
diocese.  All events are free and open to the public.    
Sunday January 24, 2010   7 p.m. 

St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Talk: “Becoming the Best Version of Yourself” 
5049 Bell Shoals Road 
Valrico FL 33596 
Contact: Cindy Wood 813.728.2056 
cwood@ststephencatholic.org  

Monday January 25, 2010    7 p.m. 
St. Raphael Catholic Church 
Talk: “Making Sense of Suffering and  
the Meaning it Plays in Our Lives” 
1376 Snell Isle Blvd NE 
St. Petersburg FL 33703 
Contact: Marybeth Finster 727.224.1156 
mbfinster@tampabay.rr.com  

Tuesday January 26, 2010   7 p.m. 
St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
Talk: “A Call To Joy” 
445  82nd  Ave. 
St. Pete Beach FL 33706 
Contact: Frank Boyle 727.360.1147 
FBoyle@sjvcc.org 

Find out more at  www.matthewkelly.org or go to www.lighthousecatholicmedia.org for audios of his talks. 
 
Blood Drive.  You can start off 2010 in a great way by donating blood to help someone in need.  It takes only one hour to donate 
a pint of blood that will help save multiple lives.  Our next blood drive is scheduled for Sunday, January 24th from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  If you donate at another FBS site, give Sponsor Code 61446 for St. Paul's to receive credit for your donation.  Give blood.  
Give life.   
 
Please remember to notify the parish office of address changes whenever you move so that we can keep our records up to date.    
 
Holy Land Trip.  In celebration of its 50th anniversary, Transfiguration parish is researching the possibility of a group trip to the 
Holy Land  in late spring or early summer 2010. It is open to people from all parishes.   The approximate cost is $2,500 per 
person.   A minimum of 20 people are needed to schedule the trip.   If you are interested, please contact Msgr. Garcia at 
727.525.0262.  
 
Summer Adventure opportunities at Good Counsel Camp, which is owned and operated by the Catholic Diocese of St. 
Petersburg.  This is a co-ed residential camp for ages 7 – 15 offering 1 and 2 week sessions.  Camp brochures are available in 
the parish office or by contacting the camp at 550 US Hwy 41S, Inverness, FL 34450, calling  352.726.1910, emailing 
GoodCounselCamp@aol.com,  or on the web at GoodCounselCamp.CatholicWeb.com.   
  
New Life Ministry. Diocesan support group for widowed, separated and divorced men and women. Monthly meeting at Sacred 
Heart parish center,  80th  Ave. and 46th Street. Wednesday, Jan. 20,  7 p.m.  Call Jeanette 727.544.4167. 
Refreshments served. $2.00 donation at the door.  

 

Sacramental and Parish Information 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have  

 
 
 
 
 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
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Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   


