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As a bridegroom rejoices in his bride 
so shall your God rejoice in you. 

(Isaiah 62:5) 
 

          PBS television recently presented a documentary 
entitled Scenes from a Parish.   I didn’t see it, but I read 
about it.  The filmmaker had followed the pastor and several 
parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church, in Lawrence, 
Massachusetts, for four years.  He sought to chronicle the 
beauty, the joy, the tension, and the struggle that are 
interwoven in parish life. 
          I wonder what “scenes” he might have filmed if his 
location had been St. Paul’s.  Maybe these: 

o Parents, students, and teachers gathering for prayer 
each morning on the blacktop, as the school day 
begins 

o The little children following the cross out the side 
door of the church during the 9:30 Mass, for their 
own Liturgy of the Word 

o Someone crying as she comes forward to receive 
Holy Communion, her burden known only to her and 
to God 

o Parishioners of all ages having fun serving a home-
cooked meal to the homeless 

o Family members arm-in-arm, supporting one 
another, as they follow the casket of their beloved 
down the aisle at the end of the funeral Mass 

o Someone kneeling all by himself at the Grotto in the 
early morning, asking Our Lady’s help 

o One of our music groups engrossed in practice for 
an upcoming liturgy 

o Partners with Haiti members, in the rectory 
basement, packing supplies for the medical mission 

o A family hurrying into church, five minutes late, 
slipping into a pew just as the readings begin 

          The filmmaker would have countless other options.  
Each of you deserves to be in at least one scene.  Each of 
you is woven into the fabric of St. Paul’s.  Each of you plays 
an important role in the Body of Christ. 
 
           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Loaves and Fishes will meet on Tuesday, Jan 19th at 7 p.m. 
in the gold room downstairs in the parish center.  We will be 
planning our February meal taking place at the St. Vincent 
Center of Hope. 
 

That Man is You program will resume on Wednesday, 
January 20th.    All men of the parish are invited.  Breakfast 
at 5:30 a.m., program at 6:00 a.m.  You will be out no later 
than  7:00 a.m.  
 
 
 

 
                               Monday,          January 18 

7:00 a.m. Prayer for Vocations 

Tuesday,          January 19 
7:00 a.m. Prayer for Vocations 

Wednesday,     January 20 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Prayer for Vocations  
Elinore Lennon 

Thursday,         January 21 
7:00 a.m. Intentions of Our Blessed Mother 

Friday,             January 22 
 7:00 a.m.  Prayer for Vocations 

Saturday,         January 23 
     5:30 
p.m. 

Norman Heagerty Jr. 

Sunday,           January 24 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m.  

John Rickling 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Mary Lynn Coppins 
Eileen Fonte 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, January 10, 2010: 
 

 

239 Envelopes…….………………………...$      8,879.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      2,473.05 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      1,982.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$      5,977.50 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    19,311.80 

   
To each individual 

the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
for some benefit. 

(1 Corinthians 12:7) 
 

Responding to God in gratitude, 
we share our time, talent, and treasure 

for the benefit of all. 
 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 
 

ND VISION INFORMATION MEETING! Wednesday, January 20th, 7- 8p.m. at Holy Family Parish Center.  Are you interested 
in joining us for a week-long trip to the University of Notre Dame this summer? All current 8th graders and high school students are 
welcome to join us for this powerful experience. If you're interested in hearing more, come to this meeting! More information can 
also be found at http://vision.nd.edu. 
 

High School. Every Sunday. 7 p.m.- 9:15 p.m. In the Youth Room at St. Paul's. 
 
 

Sunday, January 17th, "Milk & Donuts" - SUPER SUNDAY!! This semester we'll have "Super Sunday" nights once a month. 
Come sit with us at the 6 p.m. Mass at St. Paul's, and then head over to the youth room afterward for a super night! We'll have 
extra-delicious food, and you'll get something special just for showing up! 
 

Sunday, January 24th, "Maxed Out" - "Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord along! Therefore, you shall love the Lord, 
your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength." -Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
 

Middle School.  2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month. 6 p.m.- 8 p.m. In the Dining Room/Room 121 at Holy Family. 
 
 

Friday, February 5th - Save the date for our next Middle School Dance at St. Paul's! 
 
Senior Club Meeting will be held Tuesday, January 19th in the Parish Center Blue Room at 1:00 p.m.  Janene Bowman from St. 
Anthony’s Hospital will speak on “Nutrition.”  All seniors are welcome to attend. 
 
Past Grand Knight and Columbiettes Past Presidents Appreciation Dinner is Saturday, January 23rd, at 6:30 p.m. in the St. 
Paul Cafeteria. The dinner will be catered and the menu will consist of a pork or a vegetarian choice.  Ticket purchase deadline is 
Monday, January 18th.  Tickets are $13 and are available in the Parish Office and after all Masses this weekend, January 16-17.  
Contact Richard Haight, rhaight@tampabay.rr.com or 727.823.9855 with questions. 
 
The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving honoring all couples throughout the diocese who will celebrate their 25th or 50th or longer 
wedding anniversary during 2010, will take place at St. Jude Cathedral on Sunday, February 28th, at 3:00 p.m.  A reception with 
light hors d’oeuvres will follow.  You must pre-register by contacting the parish office no later than Friday, January 29.  Late 
registrations will not be accepted. 
 
Congratulations to the following children who recently joined our faith through the Sacrament of Baptism: 

Cole Patrick Sue-A-Quan and 
Liam Anthony Morris 

 
                         
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 

Theresa Annis Jenna Burnette    Jane Carter     
Mickenson Cenatus James Chesser    Dorothy Day  
Rita Dudley  Ellie Gallaher  
Dick Gardner  Marie Grilli           Jerry Howe  
John Keglovich Jim Kirby             Geoffrey Lewis  
Bishop Robert Lynch  Joe McCourt         Nancy Mesano  
Ken Murray   Chester Regeski   James Schmalz 
Joanne Noppenberger Terry Shannon      Lois Smith 
Beverly Smock Maria Soule  
Frederick Stagnaro Kayle Valencia      John Venere 
 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick, and Adam Brockway. 
 
St.  Paul Catholic School 2010 Registration Information  Registration for grades other than previously-registered EC3, EC4, 
and Kindergarten, as well as re-registration begins on January 19. 
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Special Haiti Poor Box.   In the vestibule of the Church, one of the Poor Boxes is designated for Haiti.  In 2009, over $2,800 was 
placed in that box by our generous parishioners.  Those funds have been sent directly to St. Isidore, our twin parish in Haiti. 
 
Medical Mission 2010. Our sixth annual medical mission to Haiti will be from March 13 to March 21. All are welcome- a medical 
background is not necessary. Space is limited so please contact Jim Stitt at jimstitt1@gmail.com, if you are interested in going or 
in helping with preparations. Thank you to all parishioners for all your support. 
 
Parish Twinning Workshop  Saturday, January 23rd from 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon,  at St. Lawrence Catholic Church (5221 N. 
Himes Ave., Tampa 33614).   Learn more about the spiritual and practical aspects of Parish Twinning, the pairing of local 
parishes with less fortunate parishes in the U.S. or abroad.  This gathering is free and open to all.  The keynote presentation, God 
Will Not Be Outdone In Generosity, will be offered by Msgr. Robert Gibbons. There will be several break-out sessions including 
one on “Youth  Mission Trips.”  Please contact the Diocesan Office of Life Ministry (727.344.1611 x325; sab@dosp.org) to 
register.  
 

Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 
as of December 31, 2009 

 
Our parish’s assessment………….………….$169,022.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$56,927.20 
Number of pledges………………………………………331 
Average pledge………………………………..……$171.99 
 

Please prayerfully consider making a pledge or gift 
 You may pledge on-line at www.diostpete.com/apa 

Health Care Legislation.  The Catholic Church recognizes access to basic health care as a fundamental human right.   Catholic 
teaching insists that any final federal health reform (presently being considered in Congress) should promote accessibility; 
affordability; access to health care for immigrants; and protection of conscience rights. It should not provide for abortion funding.  
More information can be found at www.usccb.org/healthcare.  Make your views known to your senators and representative.  Call 
the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202.224.3121, or call your Members’ local offices.  Contact info can be found on Members’ web 
sites at www.house.gov & www.senate.gov. 
 
Florida Bishops’ statement.  This Saturday, January 22, is the 37th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision.  In a recent 
statement, the Catholic Bishops of Florida wrote, “Approaching the somber anniversary of the U. S. Supreme Court decision that 
declared an unborn child has no constitutional protection, we have a glimmer of hope as surveys of the American public indicate 
the overwhelming majority do not believe in unrestricted access to abortion. . . . Let us continue to pray unceasingly for the day 
when Roe v. Wade will be overturned and all human life will be protected from the moment of conception.” 
 
Immigration Reform. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) acknowledges that the current immigration system in 
our country is badly in need of reform.  The bishops offer a comprehensive set of recommendations for changing U.S. laws and 
policies to reflect the principles contained in Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching and to bring about a more humane and just 
immigration system in the U.S.  It is anticipated that immigration reform could be considered in Congress in 2010.  The USCCB 
has thus launched a postcard campaign to Congress in support of immigration reform.  Individuals can send an electronic 
postcard directly from the website, www.justiceforimmigrants.org. 
 
Blood Drive.  You can start off 2010 in a great way by donating blood to help someone in need.  It takes only one hour to donate 
a pint of blood that will help save multiple lives.  Our next blood drive is scheduled for Sunday, January 24th from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  If you donate at another FBS site, give Sponsor Code 61446 for St. Paul's to receive credit for your donation.  Give blood.  
Give life.   
 
Facebook faith-sharing.  Do you use Facebook?  Are you interested in joining a small-group faith-sharing experience but have 
trouble attending regular meetings?  This Lent, consider joining a Facebook group study of "The Purpose Driven Life".  This 
interdenominational group study of the popular book will be led by St. Paul's parishioner Jeff Johnson. E-mail him at 
drays720@yahoo.com or look up "The Encouragement Group" on Facebook for more information.  Study starts February 17. 
 
New Life Ministry. Diocesan support group for widowed, separated and divorced men and women. Monthly meeting at Sacred 
Heart parish center,  80th  Ave. and 46th Street. Wednesday, Jan. 20,  7 p.m.  Call Jeanette 727.544.4167. 
Refreshments served. $2.00 donation at the door.  
 
Meals on Wheels is an opportunity to deliver hot, nutritious meals to elderly persons unable to fix their own meals.  We need one 
more person to pair up with another helper to deliver meals every two weeks on Mondays, for about an hour (10:30-11:30 a.m.), 
on an established route of between 8-10 stops.  Come and see what great joy you will have in practicing this corporal work of 
mercy. Contact Diana Jordan at djordan48@tampabay.rr.com. 
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Attention girls in grades 4 through 12. Are you ready to explore your faith and have some fun along the way? Come to a 
weekend of discovering the beauty of the outdoors, cool crafts, challenging chats, great games, friends in Spirit, sacraments, 
prayer, God and You. You do not have to be a girl scout to attend this Catholic Girl Scout Retreat, Feb.19 - 21, at Camp Dorothy 
Thomas in Riverview.   Registration deadline is Feb. 12. Registration forms are online at http://www.dioceseofstpete.org/, click on 
“Ministries”, then “youth” to access the Girl Scout site. 
Adults, want to serve on staff or have any questions? Call 727.867.3663.   
 
Walk For Life - Saturday, February 6, 10:00 a.m., Registration 9:30 a.m. at Crescent Lake Park (22nd Ave. N. between 4th St. & 
MLK St.): Walk and support this annual fundraiser to benefit Pregnancy Plus Medical Pinellas of Catholic Charities that assists 
women in crisis pregnancy.  For information or to register call 727.550.4236, email rllauget@ccdosp.org topic “Walk For Life”, or 
go to www.pregnancyplus.org for registration and sponsor forms. 
 
The Journey of Hope Conference 2010 will be held February 27 -28 in Atlanta and will offer resources and advice for divorced 
and separated Catholics. The conference will address issues of healing, living the Catholic faith and navigating life after divorce. 
 Registration is open to separated and divorced men and woman and those involved in related ministries. For information and to 
register, visit journeyofhopeconference.com or call 404.493.2190. 
 
Catholic Days at the Capitol.   The Bishops of Florida and the Florida Catholic conference invite the Catholic community to join 
them in Tallahassee on March 9 – 10. The program will begin with a 2:30 p.m. legislative briefing and reception on Tuesday, 
March 9th.   On Wednesday, March 11th, you are invited to meet your state legislators, attend a luncheon with our Florida Bishops 
and Catholic legislators, as well as to participate in the Red Mass.   
 
Pregnancy Plus Medical Pinellas needs volunteers for mentoring, development, and working in the Baby Boutique. This is a 
rewarding opportunity to assist women in crisis pregnancies to protect the lives of the most innocent, the pre-born.  The hours and 
amount of time are based on your availability. Next training session is Friday, Jan. 29, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  For more information, call 
Rose Llauget, 727.550.4236 or email rllauget@ccdosp.org. 
 
Please remember to notify the parish office of address changes whenever you move so that we can keep our records up to date.    

 

Are you becoming the - best - version - of - yourself?  
        

Matthew Kelly is coming to Tampa Bay area! 
              Internationally known best-selling author and speaker, Matthew Kelly  

  is coming  to 3 parishes in our diocese:  
         All Three Talks are open to the public and FREE!   

 

 
 

Sunday January 24, 2010   7pm 
St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Talk: “Becoming the Best Version of Yourself” 
5049 Bell Shoals Road   Valrico FL 33596 
Contact: Cindy Wood 813-728-2056;cwood@ststephencatholic.org  
 

Monday January 25, 2010   7pm 
St. Raphael Catholic Church 
Talk: “Making Sense of Suffering and  
the Meaning it Plays in Our Lives” 
1376 Snell Isle Blvd NE St. Petersburg FL 33703 
Contact: Marybeth Finster 727-224-1156;mbfinster@tampabay.rr.com  
 

Tuesday January 26, 2010   7pm 
St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
Talk: “A Call To Joy”  
445  82nd Ave     St. Pete Beach FL 33706 
Contact: Frank Boyle 727-360-1147; FBoyle@sjvcc.org 
 

Find out more at  www.matthewkelly.org 
Go to www.lighthousecatholicmedia.org for sample audios of talks. 
 
 
 

 

What people are saying about the events ~  
 

It was like hearing and watching thunder and lightning (not the 
scary kind when it's right on top of you, but the kind you watch 
in the distance with awe and amazement). You were the best 
I've seen…your light shines forever in all the hearts you touch! 
This year I listened and my heart heard you. 
Kenzie Keyes, New York City, New York 
 

I thank you for revitalizing my spirituality. I have always been 
a spiritual person, and strongly believe in the power of prayer. 
Yet somehow I never made time for it unless I was in dire 
need. Now I go in to the "classroom of silence" everyday. The 
more I do it, the more I want to. Prayer is now a part of my 
daily routine. 
Rachelle Gray, Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

As a mother of two small children, the days go by so fast and I 
am so focused on them that sometimes I forget myself . . . not 
just spiritually, but also physically, emotionally and 
intellectually. Matthew's Milford, Ohio retreat really helped 
me to bring back to focus what will make me the-best-version-
of-myself and the best mother I could ever be! 
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