ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL

January 25, 2009

Monday, January 26
7:00 AM. Matthew Lanzing

Tuesday, January 27"
7:00 AM. Mass for Vocations
Wednesday , January 28"
7:00 A.M. Intentions of Jonathan Dampf
8:15 A.M. Cladice Dutoi
Thursday, January 29"
7:00 A.M. Intentions of St. Paul School Families
Friday, January 30"
7:00 AM. Deceased Faculty and Staff of St. Paul School
Saturday, January 31°
8:30 A.M. Intentions of Barbara Sheridan
5:30 P.M. Ralph Scardino
Sunday, February 1™
7:30 AM. Donald Multer and Elizabeth Marshall
9:30 A.M. Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners

11:30 A.M. Bernard Misner
6:00 P.M. Intentions of the Webb Family

Is what | do after | say “I believe”...
Offertory for Sunday, January 25, 2009:

$ 9,035.50

2,914.00

AOP (debit) 1,876.00
AOP (credit) 0.00
$ 13,825.50

“At the heart of conversion is surrender
to the love of the Risen Lord.”
(Bishop Michael Saltarelli)

The good steward has surrendered to God's love.
Please remember the diocese’s

Annual Pastoral Appeal
in your stewardship planning.

Website stpaulstpete.com

Parish Offices

Pastoral Associate

Admin. Assistants

Outreach Ministry

Youth Ministry

Organist & Choir Director

St. Vincent de Paul Society

Children’s Center Valerie Gervais, ext. 18

Prayer Team 727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com

Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal
727-823-6144

Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC

727-327-5045

727-822-3481

Annamaria Dickhaus

Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney
Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF

Counseling Ministry

‘| could see nothing
because of the brightness of that light.’
(St. Paul, in Acts of the Apostles 22:11)

In Paul's conversion moment, he saw the Righteous
One, and heard the sound of his voice. It was an
overwhelming experience. Not only did it blind him for three
days, it also changed his whole perspective. He became a
new man.

It changed world history, too. Paul went on to
proclaim the Gospel of God to the nations. Without him,
Christianity would have remained a little sect, with a few
Jewish adherents. How can they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone to preach? (Romans 10:14) Paul filled the void.

God chose Paul to receive a rich treasure of faith and
called him to be an Apostle. Paul was grateful: ‘By the
grace of God, | am what | am.” (1 Cor. 15:10) He was
anxious to share that treasure, to proclaim Christ to the
Gentiles. And he gave himself totally to the task. ‘I am
already being poured out like a libation,” he would write
towards the end of his life. (2 Timothy 4:6).

Paul is the model steward. Aware of the gift, and
grateful for it, he shares it generously.

Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor
*kkkkkkkk

Welcome, Bishop Lynch.  He is here today to celebrate
the 6 p.m. Mass for the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul.
Thank you, Bishop, for honoring us with your presence on
our parish’s feast day. We appreciate all you do for us.

That Man Is You! has resumed for the spring semester.
This men’s program meets every Wednesday morning from
5:30 to 7:00 a.m. in the cafeteria. Register by calling
parishioner Bill Teska at 917.804.5265, or e-mail him at
wmtska@yahoo.com. You'll find this program to be an
excellent and down-to-earth tool to help you grow in your
Catholic faith.

Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA). By now you have
probably received the mailing from Bishop Lynch for this
year's diocesan Annual Pastoral Appeal. Please help St.
Paul's have 100% patrticipation in the APA by making a
pledge. One of the offices supported by the APA is the
diocesan construction office. This office has given us
invaluable guidance and advice throughout our renovation
projects. They also have analyzed all the contractor and
subcontractor billings, making sure that all is in order and
that the parish and school are protected.

New EM/Lector and A ltar Server
Schedules are now on the website. There
are also copies in the sacristy for those who
don’t have computer access. Thank you!

The Lord Said to Ananias,



FEAST OF THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL

“Go, for this man [Paul] is a chosen instrument
of mine to carry my name before Gentiles, kings,
and Israelites, and | will show him what he will

have to suffer for my name’
Acts 9: 1516

O.B.I.C. YOUTH NEWS

High School
Sunday, Jan. 25™: This week we will be celebrating the

feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. We will be joined by a
special guest presenter. Be prepared for an interactive
trivia competition. Get ready to slime the core team.

Sunday, Jan. 25th : NO MEETING! Enjoy the Super Bowl!

Questions? Email: katie@stpaulstpete.com

Prayers for the sick and for military personnel. Our
tradition at St. Paul's has been to pray for the sick and
deployed military personnel by name at each Sunday Mass.
We will continue this practice in a new format. The name
will be included in the prayer of the faithful at Mass the first
week the request is received. Thereafter the name will be
printed in the bulletin as may be appropriate and
incorporated in the prayer of the faithful by reference. The
same policy will apply to parishioners in the military who are
deployed overseas to a war zone. With the names in the
bulletin, parishioners can more readily pray by name for the
sick and military personnel throughout the week.

The Green Team invites you to preview the first two of the
Five Commitments of the St. Francis Pledge to Protect
Creation and the Poor : Firstly, Pray and reflect on the
duty to care for God's creation and protect the poor and
vulnerable. Second, Learn about and educate others on the
moral dimensions of climate change. See next week's
bulletin for the next two commitments!

Meals on Wheels needs a weekly driver and helper for
Fridays. Please call Jean Toothman at 727.526.4169.

Parish Capital Campaign Update
as of December 31, 2008

Amount Pledged .............ccoociiiiiii L $2,320,514.82
Amount Paid ...........ccooiiiii $1,749,972.88
Balance .........ooviiii $ 570,541.94
Number of families pledging ..........cccooeiiiiiiiiinnnn. 673
Average gift ..., $3,448.02

The campaign has been financing the renovations of our
church & school buildings.

With the funds now being paid, we are paying off the cash
advance loan that financed this summer’s renovation of the
south wing of the school.

It's not too late to make a pledge!

Call the parish office or e-mail
parishoffice @stpaulstpete.com
Thanks to everyone for the tremendous generosity!

FREEDOM OF CHOICE ACT (FOCA). Catholics are
encouraged to write their U.S. Senators and
Representatives to oppose passage of the FOCA, proposed
legislation that will undermine pro-life policies and create a
right to abortion more extensive than that allowed under

Roe v. Wade. Signal your opposition to the FOCA and
other legislation promoting abortion. The addresses are:
Senator Mel Martinez, 356 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington DC 20510; Senator Bill Nelson, 716 Hart
Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510; and Rep.
Bill Young, 2407 Rayburn HOB, Washington DC 20515.

Like to wash and iron? We need angels to assist with the
altar linens twice a month. This is a stewardship
opportunity you can fulfill in the peace and quiet of your
own home! If you're able to help on a regular basis, please
contact our sacristan, Debbie Henry, at
debbiehenry52@hotmail.com or call the parish office.

The Loaves and Fishes Ministry  will be serving a meal at
Pinellas Hope at the end of January. This is in addition to
our regular meals served at the St. Vincent dePaul Center
of Hope every other month. We will be serving Sloppy
Joes, coleslaw, chips, and bar cookies for dessert. We are
accepting donations to help fund this meal from anyone
interested in helping. Simply place the donation (any
amount helps!) in an envelope marked to "Loaves and
Fishes" and either place it in the Sunday offertory or drop it
off at the parish office. Pinellas Hope, supported by
Catholic Charities, is a temporary shelter that provides
homeless men and women privacy and a safe place to
leave their belongings during the day or while they are at
work. The residents may sleep undisturbed, take a shower,
and have a comforting evening meal. For more information
about Pinellas Hope and how you can help, go to
www.pinellashope.org.

SMILE! Photo sessions for the 2009 Parish Directory will
be Feb. 13-14, Feb. 17-18, and Feb. 24-28 in the Parish
Center. Schedule your appointment on-line at
stpaulstpete.com using the “Lifetouch @ St. Paul” link or
call Mary Rachel Dudley at 727.433.1887.

Festival Planning Meeting on Thursday, Jan. 29", from 6-
7 p.m. in Green Room upstairs in Parish Center. Anyone
interested in helping can come or call Doug Moore
727.647.8284 or Rob Haddad 727.639.4162.

Please Pray for the healing of the sick and the
consolation of the afflicted, especially:

Tom Geary Rose Groth Karen Marostica
Joe McCourt Rosemarie Demeter  Joan Gerardo
Barbara Brant Tom Collins

Remember in prayer our men and women serving in the
military at home and overseas and all people in war-torn
lands:

Tim Brown Blake Salsko
Dan Curran Justin Vauiso
Adam Brockway Jeffery Martin, Jr.

Herman Gonzales
Rob Strandquist



FEAST OF THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL

January 25, 2009
Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul

Dear Parishioners of St. Paul Catholic Church:

Today marks the opening of Catholic Schools Week throughout the nation. St. Paul Catholic School joins in the celebration of
Catholic Schools Week and affirms this year's motto, “Catholic Schools Celebrate Service.” In the words of school
administrators regarding service, “What began as a requirement for Catholic school students has quickly become a way of life.”
Service is a given at St. Paul Catholic School! All year long you will find St. Paul Students involved in service projects. Some of
these projects are: assisting with the needs of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Isidore’s our sister parish in Haiti, Pregnancy Plus Center,
and local nursing homes.

As we begin this week we wish to extend to you our appreciation for your generosity in supporting our school for 79 years. You,
the parishioners of St. Paul Catholic Church, are a big part of the rich heritage that is ours. The priests, sisters, and dedicated
lay teachers who now serve and who have served at our school, have made these 79 years of Catholic education a dream come
true for the founding priests and the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany. Your offertory contributions and donations to our Capital
Campaign and School Sustaining Fund make it possible for the parish to continue supporting our school. We are most grateful
to the families who have made donations in memory of a deceased loved one. Thank you to those parish members who
sponsor students through their monetary donations. Our St Paul Senior Club continues to support the school through their
prayers and their fundraisers.

The administration, the faculty, the staff, and the students of St. Paul Catholic School invite you and your family to join us for our
Open House on January 29, 2009. The administration will present a school overall review at 6:30 PM in the gym and classroom
tours will be available from 7 to 8:00 PM.

As our faculty and students gather for daily prayer we pray for you and your families. We ask that you do the same for us as we
continue to lead our school and our students into a faith filled future.

Gratefully yours,
Elizabeth Fulham, Principal
Sister Joan Carberry, OSF, Assistant Principal

It's the Year of Saint Paul !

2009 VBS will honor him Under The Big Top !!
This Year's Vacation Bible School is proud to present The One and Only Saint Paul....Coming Soon June 15" -19"
“Under The Big Top”

It's hard to believe it's that time again ..Our St. Paul's VBS program volunteers are preparing for a fun and exciting week of
activities and we need your help to make it a huge success!

Please sign up to give your time and or talent to this awesome ministry for our kids.
Saint Paul is coming to the Big Top !
Sign-Up sheet for 2009 VBS
Return to Parish Center or Call Melissa Gray 727-822-1343, Boop Farmer 727-526-8636, or AnnaMaria 727-822-3481

Name of Volunteer:

Phone:

Email:

There are all kinds of ways you can contribute to this year's VBS.
If you have any ideas or thoughts at all or know someone who does, please sign up.

We will be contacting you very soon. Thank You for your support !







