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Moses spoke to the people, 
‘ . . . Having set the first-fruits of the products of the soil 

before the Lord, your God, 
you shall bow down in his presence.’ 

(Deuteronomy 26:10) 
 

          Jesus showed, during his temptation in the desert, an 
appreciation for the primacy of God.  No matter what 
enticing temptation the devil threw at him, Jesus evaluated it 
in light of the priority of God’s claim over him.  This is evident 
in the scriptures he quoted to the devil:  ‘One does not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’  ‘You shall worship the Lord, your God, and 
him alone shall you serve.’  ‘You shall not put the Lord, your 
God, to the test.’ 
          Jesus proved that he believed in the priority of God’s 
claims by not simply quoting scripture, but by putting his 
belief into action.  He resisted the temptations.  He did not 
command the stones to turn into bread, even though he was 
hungry.  He did not bow down and worship the devil in return 
for all the kingdoms of the world.  Nor would he throw 
himself down from the parapet of the temple in a dramatic, 
attention-grabbing display. 
          The temptations the devil throws at us are powerful.  
To resist them, we need to understand the primacy of God 
and act accordingly.  Like Jesus, we must accept, in the very 
core of our being, that the only path to true fulfillment and 
peace is to follow God’s commandments, and not to follow 
the whims and urges of our errant and unsettled hearts. 
 
           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
Lenten regulation.  Catholics are to abstain from meat on 
the Fridays of Lent, if their health allows.  This is a simple 
penitential practice we do in common.  By making sacrifices 
such as this, we grow in self-discipline, become more 
conscious of the sufferings of others, and remind ourselves 
of the ultimate sacrifice of Christ. 
 
Daily Mass & Stations of the Cross.  During Lent, daily 
Mass (Monday through Friday at 7 a.m.) will be celebrated in 
the Church.  Parishioners are encouraged to attend daily 
Mass during Lent, to the extent their schedules allow, as a 
means of deepening their prayer life.  On Fridays during 
Lent, the Stations of the Cross will be prayed after the 7:00 
a.m. Mass.  At the cross her station keeping, stood the 
mournful mother weeping, close to Jesus to the last. 
 

 

Lenten Penance Services 
Monday, March 1st  at Tranfiguration 

Tuesday, March 2nd at St. Paul’s 
Wednesday, March 3rd at Holy Family 

7 p.m. each night.  
Will include opportunity for individual confessions. 

 

 
 
 

 
                               Monday,          February 22 

7:00 a.m. John and Anna Zaloudek 

Tuesday,           February 23 
7:00 a.m. Edward Orzech 

Wednesday,      February 24 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Stagnaro Family 
Intentions of Magda Schmid 

Thursday,          February 25 
7:00 a.m. Eileen Amedro 

Friday,              February 26 
 7:00 a.m. Wally Huth 

Saturday,          February 27 
5:30 p.m. Linda Susan Rousell 

Sunday,            February 28 
7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 
     6:00 p.m. 

Alexsandra Putenis 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Ernest Metcalf 
Intentions of Hon. Thomas H. Minkoff  

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, February 14, 2010: 
 

 

287 Envelopes…….………………………...$      8,735.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      2,262.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      1,960.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$           00.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    12,957.25 
 

   
“The Father of mercies has given us 

an example of unselfish love 
in the sufferings of his only Son. 

(Solemn Blessing, First Sunday of Lent) 
 

Good stewardship reflects God’s unselfish love. 
Thank you for your sacrificial generosity. 

 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School. Each Sunday 7- 9:15 p.m. St Paul Youth Rm 
 

Sunday, Feb. 21st, Will you be my friend? What does your Facebook profile say about you? 
Sunday, Feb. 28th, "MASSive" - It's time for another SUPER SUNDAY. Meet us at the 6 p.m. Mass at St. Paul's, then join us for 
a SUPER fun night with SUPER great food! 
 

Middle School.  2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month. 6.- 8 p.m. in the Dining Room/Room 121 at Holy Family. 
Wednesday, Feb. 24th, We're going BOWLING, and we want YOU to join us! Meet us at Seminole Lanes, 8668 Park Boulevard, 
Seminole, FL 33777 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Cost is $7.00 per youth. This includes 2 games of bowling, shoes, drink and 2 slices of 
pizza. See the O.B.I.C Youth Ministry website (http://obicyouth.catholicweb.com) for more details and the permission 
form. 
 

 
"iParent" Program Sunday, Feb. 28th, 7:30-9:00 p.m. St. Paul's Parish Center. As a parent, YOU are the single most influential 
factor in your child’s life. Not an athlete, rock star, or even friends. IT’S YOU. You are your child’s first and most important 
teacher. Talking about sex can be intimidating even for the teacher. iParent can help. iParent gives parents, educators, and adult 
leaders insight into the world of children and teens and how our “sex saturated” society affects them. Encouraging your child to 
choose abstinence until marriage is an ongoing process. It’s not a “talk." ALL PARENTS ARE WELCOME! 
(Mark you calendars, the teen components, iWait, are coming soon! Middle School: March 20th at Blessed Trinity. High School: 
March 27th at St. Paul's.) 
 
RCIA.   The Rite of Election or Enrollment of Names is held on the First Sunday of Lent every year at the Cathedral of St. Jude.  
This is a ceremony blended into evening prayer during which Bishop Robert Lynch of the Diocese of St. Petersburg officially 
welcomes the catechumens and candidates from all the parishes of the Diocese and gives them his approval to continue their 
journey of faith towards the reception of Sacraments at Easter Vigil in their respective parishes.  The catechumens sign the Book 
of the Elect and present it to the Bishop during the ceremony for his signature as a sign of approval.  From now until the Easter 
Vigil, the catechumens and candidates will be addressed as ‘The Elect’.  There will be a Rite of Sending Forth of all our 
catechumens and candidates at the 9:30 a.m. Mass today.  Congratulations to ‘The Elect’ from St. Paul Parish.  
 
Lenten Meditation books are in the back of the church. One per family, please.  
 
 

Congratulations to the following child who recently joined our faith through the Sacrament of Baptism: 
Olivia Lucy Mi nutolo  

 
 

  
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 

Michael Baer Al Beettam Jenna Burnette 
Mickenson Cenatus Linda Cole Ellie Gallaher 
Mary Ann Delaney JoAnn Fisher Marie Grilli 
Jerry Howe  Linda Germak Beverly Smock 
Enrique Quevado John Keglovich Geoffrey Lewis  
Bishop Robert Lynch  Nancy Mesano Chester Regeski 
Frederick Stagnaro  Lois Smith Jim Kirby 
Robert Protomaster Barbara Sheridan Joe McCourt 
Polly Leavengood  Jennifer Smith Jim Soule  
Shane Mercadante   Jay Holster Joan Higgins 
Mary Simpson Gwen Manning Mary Carey 
Richard Haight Sr.  

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all men and women serving in our armed 
forces, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick,  Alibek Dagly, and John Gordon. 
 
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry benefiting St. Paul Catholic School will be held Friday, February 26th from 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
in the St. Paul’s cafeteria.  Adults $8.00; children (under 12)  $5.00.  
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Knights of Columbus.   St. Paul’s Council will hold a First and Second Degree on Sunday, Feb. 28th at 1:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Center.    Candidates for the First Degree should be there at 1:00 p.m. in coat and tie.   Please have your checkbook to pay the 
dues and installation fee of approximately $25.  The Second Degree will start immediately after the First.  If you have any 
questions please call Terry Cunniff at 727.824.8577 or Rich Haight. 
 
Diocesan Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA) for 2010.  All parishioners are urged to make a financial pledge to the APA.  The APA 
funds the apostolic works of the Diocese of St. Petersburg, including education of seminarians; support for Catholic schools, 
Catholic Charities; professional support for parishes on real estate, insurance, legal, construction, and administrative issues; 
support for the Holy Father, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, and Florida Catholic Conference; and offices for 
religious formation and liturgy.  Any funds given by St. Paul’s parishioners to the APA reduces dollar-for-dollar the parish’s 
assessment obligation to the diocese.  Pledge on-line through the parish website www.stpaulstpete.com.  On the home page, 
click on “ONLINE PAYMENTS,” then click on “Pastoral Appeal Gift.”  You may also pledge through the mail using the forms 
previously distributed. 
 

Festival dates.  The annual St. Paul’s Festival will be held March 11-14, 2010.  Make your plans now for the big event.  
Discounted ride tickets will go on sale soon.  Watch the bulletin for details. 
 
 
 

    Eucharistic Exposition And Adoration 
March  4th    (Thursday) 
12 Noon Until 3:00 p.m. 
Rosary is recited at 2:30 p.m. 

 Prayer is essential for the spiritual  journey. 
 "Let us know pleasure in the company of  our best friend, a friend who can do everything for us, a friend who 
loves us beyond measure.    Here in the Blessed Sacrament, we can talk to him straight from the heart.  We can 
open our souls to him, tell him what we need, beg him for powerful graces.  We are perfectly free to approach 
the King of the universe with full confidence and without fear.” Join us March 4th to lift our minds and hearts in 
conscious prayer.    "Be still and know that I am God."  Psalm 46 

 
Is it possible to live this way?  Watch for details in the coming weeks on a new adult faith formation topic based on this theme, 
with a focus on the virtue of Charity.   Call Joe at 727.501.3159. 
 
Young Adults and Teens – Get Involved in the Mass. Sunday evening 6:00 p.m. is a Mass setting designed to 
offer a contemporary worship environment for our young adults, teens, and their families.  Accordingly, all young adults and high 
school teens are encouraged to participate in this Mass in a special way - you can be a greeter, usher, music 
minister, reader or extraordinary minister for distribution of Holy Eucharist.  If you are a young adult or a high school teen and want 
to get more involved in the Mass at St. Paul's, contact Katie Muller at the parish office. 
 

Sunday nursery.  Professional childcare is available free of charge during the 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses, every Sunday, in 
the children’s center rooms of the Parish Center.  This is for children aged ten months to five years.  Parents are welcome to take 
advantage of this convenience. 
 
Our Parish Lenten Retreat: Reconciliation with the Earth.  Saturday, Feb. 27, 8:45 a.m. -12:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.  As the 
Pope recently wrote in If You Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation: "Protecting the natural environment in order to build a 
world of peace is thus a duty incumbent upon each and all. It is an urgent challenge, one to be faced with renewed and concerted 
commitment; it is also a providential opportunity to hand down to coming generations the prospect of a better future for all." Join 
our parish family in prayer, in interactive learning presentations, and in intergenerational fun.  The first portion of the retreat will be 
focused on ages of youth groups and adults, while younger children are cared for in the children's center.  All ages will participate in 
the cafeteria for the last portion, "Gardening with God" and our closing prayer service. FMI: Read the flyer posted on the parish 
web-site. RSVP by calling the Parish Office by Monday, Feb. 22 to register and to arrange childcare if needed. 
 
Married Couples.  God’s dream for every married couple is that thy love each other as much as He loves them.   The next 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends in this diocese are April 16-18 and May 28-30.  For information call 813.270.7832 or 
visit www.wwme-tampabay.org. 
Havana Nights, Baron Gala 2010.  St. Petersburg Catholic High School Gala and Auction Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 6, 2010 at 6:30 p.m., at the Don Bosco Center for the Arts Auditorium on the School Campus. You will enjoy a delicious 
Latin dinner with live entertainment, Silent and Live Auction, Cuban Cigar Rolling, and much more! To thank our generous 
benefactors, the evening of the event, all those attending will be entered in a drawing for a chance to win a Grand Door Prize. For 
more information contact Anne Marie Mancuso at 727.344.4065 or Vivi Iglesias at 727.687.4964. For online Sponsorship, 
Donations or Ticket Purchases log onto www.spchs.org and look for the ‘Gala’ link or email gala@spchs.org. Thank you for your 
support of St. Petersburg Catholic High School! 
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The Third Annual Living Eucharist Conference is scheduled for Friday, April 30, and Saturday, May 1, 2010 at the Tampa 
Convention Center. All are invited to attend. The theme for the conference and the upcoming year is "Sent." To prepare for this 
event, Bishop Robert Lynch is introducing a supplement to his 2007 Pastoral Letter, Living Eucharist: Gathered, Nourished, Sent. 
It focuses on the theme, “Sent” and includes study questions for discussion and faith sharing. We are reminded that our mission is 
rooted in baptism and that “we are to be Eucharist to others.” Registration opened on Tuesday, February 16.  Visit 
www.livingeucharist.org for additional information. 

 
Long-Sleeve Shirt Relief for Farmworkers. Many of our farmworkers have been forced to leave their homelands. They truly 
work harder than most of us can ever imagine in order to provide food and care for their families.  The diocesan annual 
"Long/Short-Sleeve Relief, Diaper and Personal Hygiene Drive"  begins Feb 17thAsh Wednesday and  ends March 31.  Web link 
to drop-off locations: home.catholicweb.com/LM-DOSP/files/longsleeve10.pdf 
 
Transfiguration Church Festival March 5th – 7th.   Rides, karaoke, DJ music and many different special events including dinners 
and wine and cheese tasting will be held Pre-sale tickets are available.   For more information or reservations, call 727.525.0262 
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. -3 p.m. 
 
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat will be held March 19-21.  This special weekend offers any woman, man, couple, or family who 
has struggled with the emotional and spiritual pain of abortion, a confidential, safe, and non-judgmental place to gently explore 
hidden burden and receive the peace Jesus longs to give.  Visit www.rachelsvineyard.org or call 813.924.4173 for information and 
locations. 
 
In the Footsteps of St. Paul and The Seven Churches of the Revelation trip led by Father Patrick Rebel, Oct. 23 – Nov. 4, 
2010.  This is an opportunity to visit cities and holy sites where St. Paul was born, lived, traveled, and started many of the early 
Christian churches. For more information call   727.393.1288 or Blue Chip Travel at 727.546.9808, alenabowen@aol.com   
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Sacramental and Parish Information 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes.

 
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


