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 God called out to Moses from the bush, 
‘Come no nearer! Remove the sandals from your feet, 

for the place where you stand is holy ground.’ 
(Exodus 3:5) 

 

          Moses was shocked that the Lord was present right 
there in the desert, that the desert was holy ground.  And he 
was shocked that the Lord was calling him, of all people.  So 
shocked, in fact, that he hid his face.  
          Why was Moses so surprised?  Well, he was eighty 
years old.  He was a failure, living off his father-in-law.  He 
had been rejected by his own people.  He was a fugitive, 
fleeing from a murder charge.  And he was all alone, in a 
desert wasteland. 
          God is a God of surprises.  He calls the most unlikely 
people.  He is present in the most unlikely places. 
          Moses was surprised to see that the bush, though on 
fire, was not consumed.  Moses was open to being 
surprised.  He didn’t ignore what was going on around him.    
Because of his openness, God could break through. 
          Lent is a time to open ourselves up to God’s surprises.  
They are all around us. 

      
           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
Anointing of the Sick.  We will offer at all Masses this 
weekend (March 6/7) the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick.  All those suffering from any physical, spiritual, or 
emotional affliction are invited to sit in the front pews for the 
laying on of hands and the anointing with the holy oils.  Hear, 
O Lord, the sound of my call; have pity on me, and answer 
me.  (Psalm 27:7) 
 
New Parishioner Meeting is today, Sunday, March 7th, in 
the rectory, directly south of the church building, after the 
9:30 a.m. Mass.  Everyone new to the parish is invited to 
come for parish information and registration.  Current 
parishioners and staff members will be present to welcome 
newcomers and answer questions about parish services and 
activities.  These meetings are held on the first Sunday of 
every month. 
 

Festival.  The annual St. Paul’s Festival is March 11-14.   
Volunteers are needed to help with setup today, Sunday, 
March 7 beginning at noon.  Discounted ride tickets are now 
on sale in the parish office Monday through Wednesday  8 to 
3,  or through the school brown envelope. 
 
The Light is On for You: Celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  Bishop Lynch is pleased to announce that 
we will have a diocesan-wide day to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. On Thursday, March 11, 
between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., every Catholic Church in 
the Diocese, including St. Paul’s, will turn on its lights and 
open its doors for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  A priest 
will be available in each church to hear your confession and 
grant absolution during those hours. 
 
 

 
                               Monday,          March 8 

7:00 a.m.  Rose Venezia 

Tuesday,          March 9 
7:00 a.m.  Prayer for Vocations 

Wednesday,     March 10 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Frank J. Spirek  
William Purdy 

Thursday,         March 11 
7:00 a.m. Mary Merrill Johnson 

Friday,              March 12 
 7:00 a.m.  Donald Ladouceur 

Saturday,         March 13 
5:30 p.m. Intentions of the Blessed Mother 

Sunday,            March 14 
7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 
     6:00 p.m. 

Prayer for Vocations 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Leon Cook 
Vincent Ciancerelli  

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, February 28, 2010: 
 

 

294 Envelopes…….………………………...$      8,843.50 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      3,303.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      8,676.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$           00.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    20,822.50 
 

   
‘The place where you stand 

is holy ground.’ 
(Exodus 3:5) 

 
St. Paul’s Festival 

is a glorious celebration 
of the Lord’s gift of community. 

 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School. Each Sunday 7- 9:15 p.m. St Paul Youth Rm 
Sunday, March 7th, "Echo the Vision" - Join us for a multi-parish event! Several students from the University of Notre Dame's 
summer program, ND Vision, will be leading us in a fun, faith-filled night. Everyone is welcome to join us at our 6 p.m. Mass in the 
Church. After Mass we'll head over to the gym. Bring your friends! This will be a great night that you don't want to miss! 
Sunday, March 14th, St. Paul's FESTIVAL! We won't have an official meeting this week, but everyone is invited to join 
us for a fun night at the festival!  
 

Middle School.  2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month. 6.- 8 p.m. in the Dining Room/Room 121 at Holy Family. 
Wednesday, March 10th - Mark your calendars for another great night! We'll meet for some delicious food and hang-out time, 
then we'll head over to the church for Holy Family's Parish Mission. We'll join the parish for a dynamic presentation by Rev. 
Robert Ward. Parents, please pick up from the church!  
 
The men’s Christ Renews His Parish monthly alumni meeting is Tuesday, March 9 at 7 p.m. in the parish center. For more 
information call Don Thornton at 737.459.5755. 
 
APA Update.  Thanks to all those who have made pledges or contributions to the Annual Pastoral Appeal of the Diocese of St. 
Petersburg for 2010.  One of the vital ministries funded by the APA is the education and training of our seminarians.  Presently the 
diocese has 28 seminarians preparing for the priesthood.  Your pledges support a great cause.  Pledge to the APA on-line 
through the parish website www.stpaulstpete.com.  On the home page, click on “Online Payment,” then click on “Pastoral Appeal 
Gift.” 
 
Changes in Sunday Nursery.  Beginning today, we will only offer the Sunday Nursery during the 9:30 a.m. Mass and during 
Family Religious Education Classes.  (There was minimal demand for the nursery during the 11:30 a.m. Mass.)  The nursery is 
located in the Children’s Center at the west end of the Parish Center’s first floor.  The service is free, and it provides adult 
supervision for children ten months to five years. 
 
From Msgr. Gibbons’ mailbox.  Msgr. Gibbons received in the mail a completed parish Sunday offertory pledge that included 
this note:  “Enclosed please find our Sunday offertory pledge card for 2010.  I wish it were more.  This has been a challenging 
year for us financially.  There is no place like home; and, for us, St. Paul’s is home. We have a commitment to our parish that 
will always be there.  Please be assured if things improve we will increase our donations later this year.”  Msgr. Gibbons is 
impressed that parishioners continue to be as generous as possible to the Church, even in hard times. 
 
 
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 

Michael Baer Al Beettam Jenna Burnette 
Mickenson Cenatus Linda Cole Ellie Gallaher 
Mary Ann Delaney JoAnn Fisher Marie Grilli 
Jerry Howe  Linda Germak Beverly Smock 
Enrique Quevado John Keglovich Geoffrey Lewis  
Bishop Robert Lynch  Nancy Mesano Chester Regeski 
Frederick Stagnaro  Lois Smith Jim Kirby 
Robert Protomaster Barbara Sheridan Joe McCourt 
Polly Leavengood  Jennifer Smith Jim Soule  
Shane Mercadante   Jay Holster Joan Higgins 
Mary Simpson Gwen Manning Mary Carey 
Richard Haight Sr. Kathleen Ferris Thelma Ferrer 
Barbara Kelly Sandra Rinaldi David Eidys 
Vinkica Vucemilovic Joan Montford Jean Toothman  If you would like to add a name to this list, 

 please contact the parish office. 
 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all men and women serving in our armed 
forces, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick,  Alibek Dagly, and John Gordon. 
 
Girl Scout Sunday. Today we are celebrating Girl Scout Sunday!  Girl Scouts all over the United States are celebrating the 
birthday of Girl Scouting in the U.S.A. during the month of March.  The Girl Scouts will be assisting with the celebration of the 9:30 
a.m. Mass today. Did you know that there are 100 Girl Scouts in the St. Paul Parish and School Community?  Also, during the 
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month of March, the Girl Scouts will be selling their trademark Girl Scout cookies!  You can purchase cookies from any one of the 
St. Paul's Girl Scouts. Cookies are only $ 3.50 / box and there are 8 different kinds to choose from.  If you would like to donate a 
box of cookies that will be delivered to our military troops abroad, please let us know that, too.  The cookie sale ends on March 
20th.  We thank you for your generous support!  Happy Birthday, Girl Scouts! 
 

RCIA   Third Sunday of Lent 
First Scrutiny and Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer  

To “The Elect” 
at the 5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday, March 6 

 
Daily Mass & Stations of the Cross.  During Lent, daily Mass (Monday through Friday at 7 a.m.) will be celebrated in the 
Church.  Parishioners are encouraged to attend daily Mass during Lent, to the extent their schedules allow, as a means of 
deepening their prayer life.  On Fridays during Lent, the Stations of the Cross will be prayed after the 7:00 a.m. Mass.  At the 
cross her station keeping, stood the mournful mother weeping, close to Jesus to the last. 
                           
Eucharistic Minister/Lector schedule and the Altar Server schedule are now available on the parish website.  You may also 
pick up a hard copy of these schedules in the sacristy if you do not have computer access. 
 
Attention altar servers, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors. The new schedules were emailed to all of you, but many came 
back due to invalid email addresses. If you DID NOT receive an email with the schedule it means I don’t have your email address, 
or the address I have is invalid. 
Please contact Annamaria (annamaria@stpaulstpete.com) 
with your new address. Thank you!    
 
6th Annual Medical Mission.  Our team of three doctors, one dentist, four nurses, and five support members departs on March 
13th for St Paul's annual medical mission to Haiti.  This year we would like to give each patient a toothbrush. Collection 
boxes will be at the church entrances after all Masses on March 6-7. We would like to thank St. Paul's parishioners again for 
the tremendous response to the earthquake appeal! Our plan remains to open our clinic on a full-time basis this fall, and additional 
support is still needed. So during Lent, if you are able, please consider a new donation to Partners with Haiti, Inc. You may drop 
your donation into the Haiti poor box in the church vestibule, or send it to the parish office. Thank you again, and please pray for 
our mission team! 

 
Green Team Spring Book Study.  Are you feeling concerned about the future of our parish's children when you see the news 
about the economy and the environmental crises?  Do you sometimes say "I'm only one person, what difference can I make?"  Do 
you want to explore how to follow Jesus' words "Do not worry about your life and what you will eat, or about your body and what 
you will wear. For life is more than food and the body more than clothing...Do not be afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father 
is pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your belongings and give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear 
out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach nor moth destroy. For where your treasure is, there also will your 
heart be." (Luke 12: 22-23, 32-34). Join St. Paul's Social Justice Ministry--Green Team in our Spring Book Study : Depletion and 
Abundance: Life on the New Home Front   by Sharon Astyk.  We will meet six Wednesdays:  Mar. 10 and Mar. 24, Apr. 14 and 
Apr. 28, May 12 and May 26, from 7-9 p.m. FMI: Mary-Jane Smith bsmith68@tampabay.rr.com. Call the parish office to register. 

 

The Third Annual Living Eucharist Conference is scheduled for Friday, April 30, and Saturday, May 1, 2010 at the Tampa 
Convention Center. All are invited to attend. The theme for the conference and the upcoming year is "Sent." To prepare for this 
event, Bishop Robert Lynch is introducing a supplement to his 2007 Pastoral Letter, Living Eucharist: Gathered, Nourished, Sent. 
It focuses on the theme, “Sent” and includes study questions for discussion and faith sharing. We are reminded that our mission is 
rooted in baptism and that “we are to be Eucharist to others.” Registration is open.  Visit www.livingeucharist.org for additional 
information. 
 
Lenten regulation.  Catholics are to abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent, if their health allows.  This is a simple penitential 
practice we do in common.  By making sacrifices such as this, we grow in self-discipline, become more conscious of the 
sufferings of others, and remind ourselves of the ultimate sacrifice of Christ. 
Blood Drive.  Calling all St. Paul’s Blood Donors.  Mark your calendars for our upcoming blood drive scheduled for Sunday, 
March 21st  from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  It will be a special “Occasion” when you save patients’ lives.  All donors receive a free T-
shirt and wellness checkup including a cholesterol screening.  The big bonus is that you will be making a difference in our 
community.  Be the giving type and donate a pint…give blood, give life! 
 
Join the Florida Catholic Conference (FCC) Advocacy Network.  Collaborate with Catholics throughout Florida to help 
encourage lawmakers to defend all human life and promote the dignity of the most vulnerable in our society.  Speak out on 
behalf of the poor, the disabled, the sick or dying, the unborn, the elderly, families and children, farmworkers, immigrants, 
the imprisoned, and others in need.  By raising our voices together, we strengthen the presence of the Catholic faithful in 
the political arena.  The FCC Advocacy Network informs you of current legislative issues that relate to areas of Church 
teaching and provides an easily accessible channel of communication to assist you in sharing your concerns with your 
elected officials.  Sign-up by visiting www.flacathconf.org and clicking on Join FCC Advocacy. 
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Friday       4- 6:30 p.m.   Ladies Nite Bingo .  Come play for designer bags, cosmetics, services, jewelry, 
cash!  
 

Saturday   1- 6:30 p.m .  Sports Day .  The Bingo Ladies will be dressed to represent their 
favorite  teams and will be giving away event tickets, sporting goods, cash prizes.  Fun things for ladies 
too.  
 

Sunday  12:30 - 5:30  p.m.   Coffee & Donuts Bingo .   Come and enjoy your coffee with us!  Coffee, 
Donuts & Bingo will be served!  More s pectacular cash and prizes.  
 

Please become  a BINGO BOOSTER and enjoy all of the extra -special Bingo Benefits:  
* $50 minimum membership fee.   

* Receive 5 free Bingo Games.   *  Call a Bingo Game! 
*  See your name prominently displayed on the  

Bingo Booster Banner.  
* 2 special Bingo Booster Edition Dabbers  

to use and keep! 
 

Call Cristin Dalessio for more info at 727.460.37 18 
 

 

                        Easter Lily Sale 
  St. Paul’s Columbiettes are selling Easter lilies again this year! At an affordable $ 15.00 each, these 

lovely plants are perfect for your child’s teacher or classroom, to brighten your dining room , or Easter 
cheer to the office. You may also donate a lily to the Church in memory of a loved one  (, or for 

delivery to the homebound.  Lilies  donated to the Church in memory of a loved one will be mentioned in the Easter 
bulletin.  
 

To place your order, complete th e attached form. Lilies orders will be taken outside church after all Masses March 
6th  and 7 th  and March 20 th  and 21st. 
 

Easter lilies will be available for pick up in the Gold Room of the Parish Center  after all Masses the weekend of 
March 27 th  and March 28th . All orders must be received no later than March 23 rd . 
 

Easter lilies are $15.00 each. All proceeds will benefit the St. Paul Columbiettes, allowing us to continue to assist 
others throughout the year.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please complete this form and return it with payment to one of the following:  

�ƒ Outside the Church after Mass March 6 th  and 7 th  or March 20 th  and 21st 
�ƒ The parish office  
�ƒ Drop in the offertory in a separate envelope marked Easter Lilies  
�ƒ School brown envelopes in a separate envelope marked Easter Lilies  

 
           
Name     Telephone  Email Address    
 

Indicate quantities below:  
     Donate to the Church in Memoriam          
              In Memory  Of 
     Donate to the homebound      
            
     Pickup March 27 th  or 28th  after Mass        
          
Amount paid:      Cash Check  (to St. Paul Columbiettes ) 


