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‘We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God.’ 
(2nd Corinthians 5:20) 

 

          Earlier in today’s second reading, Paul implies that the 
reconciliation has happened:  All this is from God, who has 
reconciled us to himself through Christ.  Yet here the 
implication is that the reconciliation still must happen:  Be 
reconciled to God. 
          Citing Cardinal Newman, the philosopher John Crosby 
notes that the fullness of Christian truth involves the union of 
apparent opposites.  Newman has written, “One aspect of 
Revelation must not be allowed to exclude or to obscure 
another; and Christianity is dogmatical, devotional, practical 
all at once; it is esoteric and exoteric; it is indulgent and strict; 
it is light and dark; it is love, and it is fear.” 
          The Scriptures and the Christian faith are replete with 
apparent opposites:  God is just, but God is full of mercy; we 
are sinners, yet we are made in the image and likeness of 
God; we are saved, and we are being saved; we are saved 
by faith, but faith without works is dead; Jesus is fully human, 
and Jesus is fully divine; Christ was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel, yet the Gentiles are co-heirs 
with the Jews; the Church is one and holy, yet it is divided 
and full of sinners.  And on and on. 
          The Christian faith is able to contain all these apparent 
opposites because God is big and spacious, too grand and 
too mysterious to pin down into an easy formula.   Augustine 
said, “If you understand it, it is not God.”  We need to be 
humble in the face of God’s vastness. 
   

           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Thank you to everyone for all the time and effort being put 
forth so generously to make Festival 2010 a resounding 
success.  Today is the last day.  Enjoy! 
 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday, March 28 
Reading of the Passion and Distribution of Palms 

 

Holy Thursday, April 1 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:30 p.m. 
Followed by Adoration until 11:00 p.m. 

 

Good Friday, April 2 
Stations of the Cross, Noon 
Scriptural Rosary, 1:00 p.m. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, 3:00 p.m. 
Confessions, 4:15 – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Saturday, April 3 
Easter Vigil Mass, 8:00 p.m. 

(No Confessions on Holy Saturday) 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4 
Masses 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. (Church and Gym) 11:30 a.m. 

(No 6:00 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday) 

 
                               Monday,          March 15 

7:00 a.m. Prayer for Vocations  

Tuesday,          March 16 
7:00 a.m. Peggy Aldrich 

Wednesday,     March 17 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Prayer for Vocations  
Intentions of Members of St. Paul Home and 
School Association 

Thursday,         March 18 
7:00 a.m. Arthur S. Gibbons 

Friday,              March 19 
 7:00 a.m. James Segawa Sr. 

Saturday,         March 20 
5:30 p.m. Linda Susan Rousell 

Sunday,            March 21 
7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 
     6:00 p.m. 

Betty Gallaher 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Leonard Bronikowski 
Intentions of Judy Spivey  

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, March 7, 2010: 
 

 
318 Envelopes…….………………………...$    10,682.00 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      2,348.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      1,974.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$      6,027.50 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    21,031.50 
 

   
‘I will bless the Lord at all times; 

his praise shall be ever in my mouth.’ 
(Psalm 34:2) 

 
A good steward is grateful at all times. 
This gratitude is reflected in generosity.   

 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 
High School. Each Sunday 7- 9:15 p.m. St Paul Youth Rm 
Sunday, March 14th, St. Paul's FESTIVAL! We won't have an official meeting this week, but everyone is invited to join us for a 
fun night at the festival!  
Sunday, March 21st, "One Human Family" - "Whatever you do for the least of your brothers and sisters, you do for me." -
Matthew 25:40 
Saturday, March 27th, "iWait - WAIT Training" - WAIT Training is a high-energy interactive abstinence until marriage curriculum 
that focuses on building healthy relationships, character and positive youth development as well as marriage preparation. It 
prepares teens with the skills to live well, love well, and marry well. This day-long session will take place at St. Paul’s from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m.  
 
Middle School.  2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month. 6.- 8 p.m. in the Dining Room/Room 121 at Holy Family. 
Saturday, March 20th, "iWait - Choosing the Best"  is a leading provider of abstinence until marriage education. The materials 
foster a dynamic learning environment to engage the teens, teach relationship education and refusal skills, promote character 
education, and encourage parent involvement. This day-long session will take place at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church (1600 
54th Ave S, St. Pete 33712)  from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.   
Wednesday, March 24th -  Save the date for our next exciting middle school night!! 
 

For questions and to RSVP for both iWait programs, please contact Katie (katie@stpaulstpete.com or 727.822.3481 x12). 
 
 
RCIA.   Fourth Sunday of Lent:  Second Scrutiny at the 11:30 a.m. Mass.   What are the Scrutinies?  Scrutinies are the rites to 
strengthen the faith and the commitment of  ‘The Elect’ as they advance towards the reception of Sacraments at Easter Vigil.   
These are prayers and blessings for them offered by the priest during the Mass.     There are three Scrutinies:  First Scrutiny is on 
the third Sunday of Lent during which the Creed is presented to ‘The Elect’; Second Scrutiny is on the fourth Sunday of Lent; third 
Scrutiny is on the fifth Sunday of Lent during which the Lord’s Prayer is presented to ‘The Elect.’ 
 
Sixth Annual Medical Mission. On Saturday morning at 5 a.m., the 2010 medical mission team departed for Haiti. Lou Pekrul, 
Mary Meza, Donna Dugan, Sonja Kahkonen, Karen Baybut, Anne Richter, Mark Morris, Mike Rixon, Huguette Duteau, Daniel 
Salhuddin, Yves Morency, and David Tilias will be joined in Miami by Harry Davin and Clint Poling. The team will spend a grueling 
week at our clinic on Lagonave where they plan to see over 1,000 medical and dental patients. Please keep them in your prayers. 
 
 
 
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 

Al Beettam  Linda Cole David Eidys 
Mary Ann Delaney Kathleen Ferris  Ellie Gallaher 
Linda Germak  Joan Higgins Jerry Howe  
Barbara Kelly Geoffrey Lewis  Joe McCourt 
Richard Matthews Nancy Mesano  Joan Montford 
Enrique Quevado  Sandra Rinaldi Mary Simpson  
Barbara Sheridan  Lois Smith  Beverly Smock 
Frederick Stagnaro Jim Soule  Angela Swift  
Jean Toothman Vinkica Vucemilovic 
 If you would like to add a name to this list, 

 please contact the parish office. 
 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all men and women serving in our armed 
forces, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick,  Alibek Dagly, and John Gordon. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner sponsored by the Knights of Columbus will be held on Saturday, March 27, in the Cafeteria.  Save the date.  
Everyone is invited to attend.   Tickets will be available in the parish office.    
 

Blood Drive.  Calling all St. Paul’s Blood Donors.  Mark your calendars for our upcoming blood drive scheduled for Sunday, 
March 21st from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  All donors receive a free T-shirt and wellness checkup including a cholesterol screening.  
You will be making a difference in our community.  Be the giving type … give blood, give life! 
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Annual Pastoral Appeal 2010 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

as of March 9, 2010 
 

Our parish’s assessment………….………….$153,599.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$31,006.00 
Number of pledges………………………………………106 
Average pledge………………………………..……$292.51 
 

Pledge on-line through the parish website www.stpaulstpete.com.  On the home page, click on “ONLINE PAYMENTS,” then 
click on “Pastoral Appeal Gift.”  You may also pledge through the mail using the forms previously mailed to you. 

 
Parish Capital Campaign Update 

as of February 28, 2010 
 

Amount Pledged ………………...………….$2,309,905.20 
Amount Paid…………………………………$1,905,044.59 
Balance…………………………………….….$  404,860.61 
Number of families pledging….…………………...……674 
Average gift…...………………………………..…$3,427.16 
 

The campaign has been financing the renovations of our church and school buildings. With the funds now being paid, we are 
paying off the cash advance loan that financed the renovation of the south wing of the school. 

It’s not too late to make a pledge! Call the parish office or e-mail parishoffice@stpaulstpete.com 
 

 

Changes in Sunday Nursery.  Sunday Nursery will be offered only during the 9:30 a.m. Mass and during Family Religious 
Education Classes.  (There was minimal demand for the nursery during the 11:30 a.m. Mass.)  The nursery is located in the 
Children’s Center at the west end of the Parish Center’s first floor.  The service is free, and it provides adult supervision for 
children ten months to five years. 
 

Passion of Christ Movie. Please join us Wednesday evening, March 31, at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria for the showing of “The 
Passion of Christ.”  The “Tampa Bay Band of Brothers” invites ALL parishioners and friends to witness Christ’s Passion as we 
move forward in Holy Week. This movie will prepare us for the significance and holiness of Good Friday. The movie runs 2 hours 
and 6 minutes and will start promptly at 7 p.m. For more information and to RSVP contact Mario Vitrano, mariovitrano1@aol.com 
(727.251.6849) or Bill Hallman bhallman1@tampabay.rr.com 

Lenten regulation.  Catholics are to abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent, if their health allows.  This is a simple penitential 
practice we do in common.  By making sacrifices such as this, we grow in self-discipline, become more conscious of the 
sufferings of others, and remind ourselves of the ultimate sacrifice of Christ. 
 
 
 
The Third Annual Living Eucharist Conference is scheduled for Friday, April 30, and Saturday, May 1, 2010 at the Tampa 
Convention Center. The theme for the conference and the upcoming year is "Sent." To prepare for this event, Bishop Robert 
Lynch is introducing a supplement to his 2007 Pastoral Letter, Living Eucharist: Gathered, Nourished, Sent. It focuses on the 
theme, “Sent” and includes study questions for discussion and faith sharing. We are reminded that our mission is rooted in 
baptism and that “we are to be Eucharist to others.” Visit www.livingeucharist.org for additional information. 
 
Join the Florida Catholic Conference (FCC) Advocacy Network.  Collaborate with Catholics throughout Florida to help 
encourage lawmakers to defend all human life and promote the dignity of the most vulnerable in our society.  Speak out on 
behalf of the poor, the disabled, the sick or dying, the unborn, the elderly, families and children, farmworkers, immigrants, 
the imprisoned, and others in need.  By raising our voices together, we strengthen the presence of the Catholic faithful in 
the political arena.  The FCC Advocacy Network informs you of current legislative issues that relate to areas of Church 
teaching and provides an easily accessible channel of communication to assist you in sharing your concerns with your 
elected officials.  Sign-up by visiting www.flacathconf.org clicking on Join FCC Advocacy. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________ 

Easter Lily Sale 
St. Paul’s Columbiettes are selling Easter lilies again this year! These lovely plants are perfect for 

your child’s teacher or classroom, to brighten your dining room, or Easter  cheer for  the office. You may also donate 
a lily to the Church in memory of a loved one  (names listed in the Easter bulletin) , or for  delivery to the 
homebound. To place your order, complete the attached form. Orders will be taken outside c hurch after all Masses 
March 20 th  and 21st. 
Easter lilies will be available for pick up in the Gold Room of the Parish Center  after all Masses the weekend of 
March 27 th  - 28th .  All orders must be received no later than March 23 rd .   
Easter lilies are $15.00 each. Proceeds benefit the St. Paul Columbiettes to assist others throughout the year.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please complete this form and return it with payme nt to one of the following:  

�ƒ Outside the Church after March 20 th  and 21st 
�ƒ The parish office  
�ƒ Drop in the offertory in a separate envelope marked Easter Lilies  
�ƒ School brown envelopes in a separate envelope marked Easter Lilies  

 
           
Name     Telephone  Email Address    
 

Indicate quantities below:  
     Donate to the Church in Memoriam          
              In Memory Of  
     Donate to the homebound      
            
     Pickup March 27 th  or 28th  after Mass        
          
Amount paid:      Cash Check  (to St.  Paul Columbiettes ) 
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Sacramental and Parish Information 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes.

 


