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Christ, the mediator between God and man, 
judge of the world and Lord of all, 

has passed beyond our sight, 
not to abandon us but to be our hope. 

(Eucharistic Preface, Feast of the Ascension) 
 

          When we think of heaven, we think of a place apart, 
separated from us and from the life we know now.   We 
imagine a solid boundary that we must cross to arrive at 
heaven, and that boundary is death.  We are down here, on 
earth.  God is up in heaven, with the angels and saints and, 
we pray, our faithful departed.  When we die, we might get 
to go there too. 
          The feast of the Ascension, though, intimates that the 
situation is not so black and white.  The boundary is more 
fluid than we imagined.   Christ, the mediator between God 
and man, serves as a go-between, who bridges the divide. 
          Christ is here on earth with us always.  He promised 
that.  I am with you always, even unto the consummation of 
the world.  He is with us in his Word, in the Sacraments, 
and by his indwelling presence in his faithful people.   
          And somehow we are also there, right now, with him 
in heaven.  He is the head of the Body, we are the 
members.  Where the head is, the members are.  Christ 
having ascended, we are there in heaven with him, at the 
right hand of the Father. 
          We cannot fully understand or comprehend this 
mystery of the Ascension.  Yet we know intuitively that it is 
cause for celebration.  His ascension is our glory and our 
hope. 
 
           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
May Crowning at all Masses today, Sunday, May 16th.  
May is the month especially dedicated to honoring the great 
Mother of God, the Blessed Virgin Mary.  We will honor her 
by having one of our parish youngsters crown her image, 
for she is our Mother and Queen.  O clement, o loving, o 
sweet Virgin Mary.  Pray for us, o holy Mother of God, that 
we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be administered next 
Sunday, May 23, at the 6:00 p.m. Mass.  We are proud of 
our young men and women of high school age who have 
been preparing to receive this special outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit.  Bishop Lynch will be with us as principal 
celebrant of the Mass. 
 
Fr. Francois, the missionary priest from France who spent 
a year at St. Paul’s in 2006-2007, will be concelebrating the 
9:30 a.m. Mass here on Pentecost Sunday, May 23.  After 
Mass, he will be in the school cafeteria for a ‘meet and 
greet’ with parishioners. He will also be showing a 30 
minute video of his missionary work in Cambodia. Everyone 
is invited. 

 
                               Monday,           Ma y 17 

7:00 a.m. Inge Gjerde 

Tuesday,            May 18 
7:00 a.m. Hans Stader 

Wednesday,       May 19 
7:00 a.m. 

  
 Agustin Benjamin 
  

Thursday,          May 20 
7:00 a.m. Prayer for Vocations  

Friday,               May 21 
 7:00 a.m.  Marjorie L. Wong 

Saturday,           May 22 
5:30 p.m. Peggy Aldrich 

Sunday,             May 23 
7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

John Keglovich 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Herschel Conner 
Gloria Wheeler 

 

 
   

Is what I do after I say “I believe”…  
 

Offertory total for Sunday, May 9, 2010: 
 
 

280 Envelopes …………………..… $ 8,453.25 
Loose ….…….…….……………..... $ 1,745.50 
AOP (debit) …..………………….… $ 2,029.00 
AOP (credit) …...………………….. $ 0.00 
Total …...…….…….………………. $ 12,227.75  

May almighty God bless you on this day 
when his only Son ascended into heaven 

to prepare a place for you. 
(Solemn Blessing, Feast of the Ascension) 

 
Our stewardship offerings express our gratitude 
for the Son’s never-ending kindness and care. 

 

    Website  ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices .........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants ………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate ....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry ......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry ..........……….…….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director ………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society  …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center ……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team ................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School ………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry ……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School.  Each Sunday 7- 9:15 p.m. St Paul Youth Rm 
 

Sunday, May 16 th, End of the Year PARTY!  Yikes! It's the 
end of the year already!? Join us for a cook-out and some 
fun games to celebrate a great year! 8th graders welcome! 
 
Middle School .  2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month. 6.- 8 
p.m. in the Dining Room/Room 121 at Holy Family. 
 

Friday, May 28 th, 7 p.m.-10p.m., Middle School Dance at 
St. Paul! Join us for another great night of fun & dancing! 
The cost is $5 and a canned good. 
Parents: We need your help! If you are available to 
chaperone, please contact Katie 
(katie@stpaulstpete.com or 822-3481 x12). 
 

 
Second-Chance Prom!  Friday, May 21 st,  8 p.m. - 11 
p.m. $25/couple or $15/individual. (ages 21 and up only). 
Join your friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners for a 
fun night at St. Paul's! You won't want to miss this: dancing, 
photo booth, cash bar, light refreshments, vote for the Prom 
King & Queen (to be crowned by Msgr. Gibbons), child care 
($5/child), an unforgettable night out! See the parish 
website for a flyer and more details. All proceeds will 
benefit St. Paul's youth ministry programs. 
 
K of C Chili Cook-off .  St. Paul's Knights of Columbus is 
holding a Chili cook-off on Saturday, May 22nd, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Gym.  Competition is open to all.  If you would like to 
compete, please contact Richard Haight 
(rhaight@tampabay.rr.com or 727.823.9855) or check out 
our web page www.stpaulstpete.com/kofc for details. 
 
Update on capital improvements.   We have just 
completed the re-roofing of the Rectory and of the Rectory 
garage.  The re-roofing of the Convent was done a few 
weeks ago.  Both these projects were done out of our 
capital improvement budget.  Thank you to everyone for 
your tremendous generosity to St. Paul’s, which allows us 
to be good stewards of our buildings.  We are making 
tentative plans to re-roof the Church, but we haven’t made 
a final decision or set a date yet. 
 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 2010 

Galactic Blast 
June 21 st - June 25 th 

Registration is now open! 
Children entering Pre K 4 through grade 5 are invited  

to participate in this fun filled week. 
Groups fill up fast, so register as soon as possible. 

Deadline for registering is June 11th, or until groups are full. 
Your child must be pre-registered.  No late registrations will 

be accepted as a courtesy to those running the program.  
Registration forms are available in the church, the parish 

office, or on the parish website www.stpaulstpete.com 
Please call the parish office for more information. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
                         Please pray for the healin g of the sick   

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 

Michael Baer Julia Chesser  Jack Conway 
Mary Ann Delaney David Eidys Alfred Gerardo 
Anna Evlantiew Ellie Gallaher Linda Germak 
 Carmella Gentner Joanna Gron Dale Holland 
Jerry Howe  Barbara Kelly Ladaisha Kelzer 
Jeanne Klarman  Warren Knaust  Aloyse Larson 
Polly Leavengood Geoffrey Lewis Mary Ann Martin 
Joe McCourt Gertrude Phaneuf Chester Regeski 
Anna Burford James Schmalz Mary Simpson  
Lois Smith   Beverly Smock Angela Swift 
Frederick Stagnaro Liz Rosenberger Patricia O’Brien 
Vinkica Vucemilovic Jim Kirby Jim Murrian 
Margaret Caputo 
  

To add a name to this list, please contact the parish office. 
+ 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military.  
We ask your prayers for all men and women serving in our 
armed forces, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve 
Chadwick, Alibek Dagly, John Gordon, Adrienne Sproul, 
and Kevin Wulff. 
 
Calling all St. Paul’s Blood Donors.   Our blood drive is 
today, Sunday, May 16th from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Florida Blood Service’s spring theme is “Frequency 
Matters…Save Lives Often…Be the Giving Type!  Donate 
with a friend and share the experience.  All donors receive 
a free T-shirt and wellness checkup including a cholesterol 
screening.  The big bonus is that you will be making a 
difference in our community.  Be the giving type and donate 
a pint…give blood, give life! 
 

Tampa Bay Band of 
Brothers.  All men are 
invited to join us at our next 
meeting this Wednesday 

night, May 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish center for prayer, 
scripture reading and fellowship. We are using a book titled 
“Made For More” by Curtis Martin from EWTN's “Crossing 
The Goal".  Copies of the book are available at the meeting.  
We meet every Wednesday night from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Center.  For more information contact Mario 
Vitrano at 727.251.6849 or Bill Hallman at 727.422.7441. 
 

Parish Capital Campaign Update 
as of April 30, 2010 

 

Amount Pledged ………………...………….$2,310,222.90 
Amount Paid…………………………………$1,929,265.95 
Balance…………………………………….….$  380,956.95 
Number of families pledging….…………………...……675 
Average gift…...………………………………..…$3,422.55 
 

The campaign has been financing the renovations of our 
church and school buildings. 

With the funds now being paid, we are paying off the cash 
advance loan that financed the renovation of the south wing 

of the school. 
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K of C Golf Tournament Thanks . The names of Bill Teska 
and Liz Embree were mistakenly omitted from the list in last 
week’s bulletin of the people expressly thanked for their 
hands-on support of the Knights of Columbus Golf 
Tournament. 
 
Divorce and Beyond.  St. Paul Catholic Church is hosting 
an eleven-week seminar to assist divorced Catholics 
through the healing process. Divorce and Beyond is a 
program sponsored by the Diocese that consists of 
readings, reflections, and small group discussions. The 
program at St. Paul will begin in September. Please contact 
Rob Hudson at robhudson91@tampabay.rr.com or Mark 
King at mko956@aol.com to obtain more information. 
 
St. Paul's Catholic Book Club . For anyone interested in 
joining, there will be an initial meeting on May 25, at 7 p.m. 
in the parish center.  The meetings will be on the last 
Tuesday of every month, and the first book to be discussed 
will be " What Is the Point of Being A Christian?" by Father 
Timothy Radcliffe.  For any questions or further information, 
you may email Scott Orsini at sorsini@attorneysusa.com. 
 
Please remember St. Paul’s Catholic Church or St. Paul’s 
Catholic School in your Last Will & Testament.  This is a 
wonderful way to leave a legacy of faith and gratitude.  
Please include our address in your bequest:  1800 – 12th 
Street N, St Petersburg FL  33704. 
 
Meals on Wheels  drivers and/or helpers needed for 
Monday and Friday. Route currently short with only 5 
deliveries. Contact Diana Jordan at 727.417.0980 or 
djordan48@tampabay.rr.com. Thank you. 
 
Calvary Catholic Cemetery, ( 5233 – 118th Ave. North, 
Clearwater) Annual Memorial Day Mass will be held at 
10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 31.  Most Reverend Robert N. 
Lynch will be the principal celebrant and homilist.  Everyone 
is cordially invited to attend. 
 
Baron Volleyball Camp at St. Pete Catholic. 
Girls High School Camp - June 14 - 18 (4 - 6:30) 
Girls Jr. High Camp - June 21 - 25 (3 - 5:30) 
Boys Camp - June 21 - 25 (5:30 - 7:30) 
Registration for all camps is $65. For information, contact 
Coach Aeschbach at kaeschbach@spchs.org. 
 
Nursery available every Sunday  during the 9:30 a.m. 
Mass, in the Parish Center, for children ten months through 
five years old.  Experienced adult supervision.  There is no 
charge for this service to our parish families. 
 
Happily Married Couples : The car gets a tune up. The 
house gets a painting. The job gets our every effort. But 
when is there time to “brush up” on us? Carve out the time 
you so richly deserve for yourselves and attend a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. Join us and 
discover God’s desire for joy, passion and romance in your 
marriage! The next available WWME weekends in this 
diocese are May 28-30 and July 9-11. For information call 
813.270.7832 or go on-line at www.wwme-tampabay.org. 
 
 
 

SHARE Food Delivery is Saturday morning, May 22nd from 
7 a.m. to 10 a.m. in the Cafeteria.   Orders for June may be 
made the same day.  Come see how you may save money 
on food items! 
 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul helps people living in our 
parish area who are in need of food, assistance with utilities 
and rent.   If you would like to serve as a Vincentian in this 
very important ministry, please contact Penny Simone at 
727.823.9725. 
 
New group for engaged and newly married couples .  St. 
Paul’s Crossing the Threshold  is a new ministry at St. 
Paul’s Church specifically for couples that are engaged or 
recently married. (And if you ask ‘How recently?’, you 
qualify!).  The group is just forming, so if you're interested in 
social, study or service opportunities, now is the time to join 
and help set the group's direction.  Contact Jeff Johnson 
(drays720@yahoo.com, 727.896.2089) for more 
information. 
 
Safe Environment.  The Diocese of St. Petersburg and St. 
Paul’s Parish are committed to maintaining a safe 
environment, particularly for children and vulnerable adults.  
Anyone who has been harmed by someone serving in 
ministry is encouraged to contact law enforcement, the 
Florida Abuse Hotline at 800.962.2873, or the diocesan 
Victim Assistance Minister at 866.407.4505.  
 
New Life Ministry diocesan support group for widowed, 
separated, and divorced men and women. Monthly meeting 
at Sacred Heart parish center,  80th Ave. and 46th Street N. 
Wednesday, May 19th at 7 p.m. Call  Jerry at 727.541.3970.  
There is a $2.00 donation at the door. Refreshments 
served. 
 
Summer Adventure Opportunities  are at Good Counsel 
Camp, Floral City, Fl, which is owned and operated by the 
Catholic Diocese of St. Petersburg. This is co-ed residential 
camp for ages 7 -15 offering 1 and 2 week sessions. Camp 
brochures can be requested by contacting the camp at 550 
US Hwy 41 S., Inverness, FL 34450 or by calling 
352.726.1910. Check out the website at 
http://home.catholicweb.com/GoodCounselCamp/ 
 
Hosts Needed for Foreign Exchange Students.  EF 
Educational Homestay Programs is looking to place high 
school age students from Spain with volunteer host families 
for four short weeks this summer from July 8 to August 4. 
These students are coming to our area to improve their 
English language skills and to experience American family 
life. Host families are asked to provide a bed for the 
students to sleep in, meals, daily transportation to/from the 
course center and a warm, welcoming environment. 
Interested?  Need more information?    Contact Mary Elena 
Wisterman at 727-512-9285 or maryelena.ef@gmail.com.   
 
Summer Camp. The Salesians of Don Bosco in Tampa are 
taking reservations for their three summer programs:  
Gospel Roads, Life Camp and Mary Help of Christians 
Summer Camp.  Applications are available online at 
www.mhctampa.org or by calling 813.626.6191. 
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Sacramental and Parish Information 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):   This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, 
or Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion:  
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception 
of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you 
have a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, 
but not currently a student in a Catholic School or the 
Family Religious Education program, please contact 
Annamaria in the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:   Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
parish office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic 
party is expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:   Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament 
at church whenever possible by speaking to one of our 
priests.  The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by 
calling the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Cent er:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, 
talent and treasure with the parish community.  Each 
household is expected to accept its responsibility for the 
welfare of the parish and its educational and charitable 
ministries by participation in Sunday Mass, active 
involvement in the parish, and by weekly use of the church 
support envelopes. 

 
 


