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On seeing the flakes on the ground, 

the Israelites asked one another, ‘What is this?’ 
Moses told them, 

‘This is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.’ 
(Exodus 16:15) 

 
          The bread that the Lord gave the Israelites in the 
desert wasn’t like any bread they had ever encountered 
before.  They initially had no idea what it was.  ‘What is 
this?’ they asked one another.  It looked peculiar.  It was 
like coriander seed, but white.  It didn’t taste like bread.  
It tasted like wafers made with honey.  They gave it its 
own special name.  The Israelites called this food 
manna.  (Exodus 16:31)  They didn’t appreciate the 
manna.  After a while, the people complained against 
God and Moses, ‘We are disgusted with this wretched 
food.’  (Numbers 21:5) 
          In life, we are often hit with the unexpected, 
something new and different, something we didn’t plan 
for.  Job challenge, serious illness, relationship difficulty, 
rejection by someone----you name it.  We often 
complain bitterly about these developments, or become 
depressed about them, especially when we are 
powerless to change them or eliminate them. 
          In these situations, we need to remember the story 
of the manna.  God blessed the people with manna, but 
they didn’t appreciate the gift.  It relieved their hunger, 
yet they complained about it.  It gave them the strength 
to cross the desert to the promised land, yet they longed 
for a different food. 
          Perhaps the developments in our life that we find 
most troublesome are in fact God’s gifts, just what we 
need, and are the means to get us from where we are 
now to where God wants us to be. 

 
 

 Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 
 
 

********* 
 

New Parishioner Meeting is TODAY, Aug. 2, after the 
9:30 a.m. Mass, in the parish center.  Everyone new to 
the parish is invited to come for parish information and 
registration. Current parishioners and staff members will 
be present to welcome newcomers and answer questions 
about parish services and activities.  These meetings are 
held on the first Sunday of every month. 
 
Saturday, August 15, is the Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is not a holyday of 
obligation this year, as it falls on a Saturday.  We will 
celebrate Mass for this beautiful feast honoring Our Lady 
on that date at 10:00 a.m. in the church.  Everyone is 
encouraged to participate.  Let us rejoice in the Lord and 
celebrate this feast in honor of the Virgin Mary, at whose 
assumption the angels rejoice, giving praise to the Son of 
God.  (Introit, Feast of the Assumption). 
 

 
                              Monday,       August  3rd 

7:45 a.m. Deceased Members of the  
Hall and Johnson Families 

Tuesday,      August  4th 
7:45 a.m. Leonard Arndt 

 

 Wednesday,       August  5th  
7:45 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the 

O’Brien and Thornton Families 
 

Thursday,        August  6th 
7:45 a.m. Millie Scott  

Friday,         August  7th 
7:45 a.m.   Anna Collins 

 

Saturday,        August  8th 
     5:30 
p.m.  

Bob Sulte 

Sunday,        August  9th 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m.   

     
   6:00 p.m.   

Luciano and Amelia Bel Signor 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Living and Deceased Members of the 
Women’s Guild 
Intentions of the Cadavillo Family 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, July 26, 2009: 
 
 

257 Envelopes…….………………………...$      8,828.25 
 Loose………..….………………….......……$      4,934.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      1,963.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$             0.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    15,725.25 

 
‘Whoever comes to me will never hunger,’ 

says the Lord. 
(John 6:35) 

 
Hospitality and generosity, 

especially to the poor and needy, 
are hallmarks of the stewardship way of life. 

 

  

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry...........……………..….…….………….ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                   Enjoy Your Summer! 
 
 

 
Daily Mass, Monday through Friday, is at 7:45 a.m. during the summer.  The time of daily Mass will change to 7:00 a.m. 
on Monday, August 24, the first day of school. 
 
Parish Photo Directories have arrived.  If you had your photo taken, please pick up your copy of the St. Paul parish 
directory in the parish office between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
 
Year For Priests. Pope Benedict XVI has declared a “Year for Priests” beginning with the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus on June 19, 2009. The year will conclude in Rome with an international gathering of priests with the Holy Father 
on June 19, 2010. With the announcement of this Year for Priests, the Pope has declared St. John Vianney the Universal 
Patron of Priests on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the death of the Curé d’Ars.  Please pray for our priests that 
they might live their vocation and mission with joy and fervor and always be faithful to their sacred calling. 
 
Columbiettes.  Are you interested in joining a dynamic, Catholic women's volunteer organization?  We are having an 
information meeting and First Degree Ceremony, Sunday, August 30, in the parish center, after the 11:30 Mass.  FYI: 
You do not have to be married or related to a Knight of Columbus to join.  Please contact Malinda Larson Hill for 
information at 727.526.5292 or ml850jh@aol.com. 
  
Women’s CRHP Alumni meetings are the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Parish Center.  All 
CRHP women are invited to attend.  Our focus is fellowship, service to others, support for each other, prayer, and fun.  
We look forward to welcoming as many of you who would like to attend.  Call Dana Stajkowski at 727.347.1290 if you 
have any questions. 
 
Christ Renews His Parish for Men is a spiritually rewarding retreat offered by St. Paul’s. The CRHP 12 weekend retreat 
is conducted by our parish priests together with CRHP alumni. The renewal weekend provides an opportunity for 
individual spiritual growth through prayer and personal reflection. The retreat begins Friday, Oct. 23rd and ends Sunday, 
Oct. 25th. The parish website offers on-line registration: www.stpaulstpete.com in the Announcement and Event section. 
 
 

 
Please pray for the healing of the sick  

and the consolation of the afflicted, especially: 
 

Tom Geary  Marie Grilli          Ann Biggins 
Frederick Stagnaro       Gerry Howe         Joe McCourt 
Ellie Gallaher                 Ray Victorio         Joe Baxter      
Lulu Payne                    Carol Baer          Michael Baer  
George Locascio   Barbara Webb     Deidre Morrissey   
Paul Centeno  Regina Abruntilla Carmen Madison  
David Terlip           Jim Kirby              Jim Soule 
Evelyn Karlsson            Thomas Poole      Dorothy Burgess           Nancy Mesano Beverly Smock     Colleen Diskis 
Libby Cullen Kayle Valencia     Gail Lenhard 
    

If you would like to add a name to this list, please contact the parish office. 
 
 
 

An Invitation from the Office of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute (LPMI).   So often, people ask how they might 
grow in their faith.  In response to this searching, Bishop Lynch initiated the lay Pastoral Ministry Institute.  The LPMI is a 
four-year program:  an informal year of discernment and three years of formal academic training and spiritual growth.   
The initial segment of the program, the Year of Discernment, consists of four sets of four evening sessions and one day 
of reflection.  The Year of Discernment classes will begin the week of October 5, 2009, and will meet at six central 
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locations throughout the diocese.  One of these sessions will be in Spanish.  Program information can be found on the 
LPMI web site at http://dosp-lpmi.CatholicWeb.com/.   For more information, call the LPMI office at 727.344.1611, ext. 
458.  Registrations are due in the LPMI office no later than Sept. 20, 2009. 
 
 

 
Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 

Diocese of St. Petersburg 
as of July 28, 2009 

 
Our parish’s assessment………………………..$169,022.00 
Total pledged  ………………….……….………... $50,688.60 
Number of pledges…………………………………………289 
Average pledge ……………………………………….$175.39 

Over 300 St. Paul’s families made pledges to last year’s Annual Pastoral Appeal. Please prayerfully consider making a pledge 
or gift to the APA for 2009.  Envelopes for this purpose are in your monthly envelope packet, or you may pledge on-line at 
www.diostpete.com/apa  

 
 
 
  MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT 
   
  Coffee House Ministry 
 
             
          The Coffee House Ministry is a welcoming ministry that provides refreshments and hospitality after the 9:30 a.m. 
Mass every Sunday.   This group organizes and serves the ‘coffee and doughnuts’ in the cafeteria after the 9:30 a.m. 
Mass, as well as hosting other special receptions throughout the year.  Volunteers are welcome to help serve 
refreshments and make people feel welcome.  Contact the parish office if you would like to volunteer with this group. 
 

To submit a ‘Ministry Spotlight’, please email  
your text to bulletin@stpaulstpete.com. 

 

 
Fr. Corapi Video Program. Please join us on Wednesday, August 5, at 7 p.m. in the Parish Center for a Fr. Corapi 
video presentation.  The schedule for the next two sessions is:   
          August 5, "The Power of the Cross of Christ" 
          August 19, "Repent & Believe in the Gospel" 
For more information please contact Mario Vitrano at mariovitrano1@aol.com or 727.251.6849. 
   
Save the Date: White Mass. Bishop Robert Lynch will celebrate the annual White Mass for physicians, nurses and other 
healthcare workers on Sunday October 4, 2009 at 5:30 pm at the Bethany Center in Lutz. The local guild of the Catholic 
Medical Association (CMA) will hold a dinner after Mass. For further information, or if interested in joining the local CMA, 
call Dr. Gowski at 727.480.7574 or Dr. Hernandez at 813.765-6625. 
 
Special Pilgrimage to St. John Vianney College Seminary in Miami. In conjunction with the Year for Priests and the 
50th Anniversary of St. John Vianney College Seminary in Miami, the Office of Vocations will be sponsoring a pilgrimage 
to St. John Vianney College Seminary on Tuesday, February 9, 2010.  This pilgrimage is open to everyone (young, old, 
married, single, families).  The day will include a tour of the seminary, mass, lunch with the seminarians and a Holy Hour 
for Vocations.  For more information, please contact the Office of Vocations 727.345.3452 or spvocation@aol.com.  
 
Mid-Singles Group.  Join the Mid-Singles group and join good people, doing good things, and having fun doing it!  We 
meet the 2nd and 4th Thursday of every month, at 7:30 p.m., in the Blessed Trinity courtyard library.  New members are 
always welcome.  Call Hank at 727.867.8516 for more details. 
 
 
 
Charity Concert will be held on Thursday, August 20, at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Raphael ‘old church’ building.  World-
renowned violinist, Unkyoung Kim, will perform Fantasy from Carmen.  Ms. Kim will be joined on the program by 
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Brendan Murphy, violist, and pianist Brent Douglas.  Brendan will play a concerto excerpt; he will also join Ms. Kim in 
duets for violin and viola.  The concert is free, though donations to benefit Alpha House and the St. Petersburg Free 
Clinic will be accepted.  All donations will go to the named charities as the musicians are donating their time and talent to 
this cause. 
 
Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times in their marriage. In today’s busy world, many couples experience 
boredom, coldness, frustration, and loneliness.  Others suffer anger and other forms of conflict.  Retrouvaille provides 
tools that help get your marriage back on track. The next program will be August 21-23 at Bethany Center in Lutz, FL.   
For confidential information and to register, call Barry and Faith Peterson at 727.842.7971, or 800.470.2230.       

Respect Life Rachel’s Corner Quotations. “By Saturday evening of the retreat, my wife and I were experiencing 
abundant grace and the  loving support of the retreat team and the other  participants.  For the first time, we were able to 
share the story of our abortion and felt safe to share our hearts with each other.”   (Testimony after a Rachel’s Vineyard 
Retreat™) The next retreat is Aug. 28-30.  Abortion After Care Healing, call 813.924.4173 or online, 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. 
 
Stewardship of Treasure.  Thank you for considering a gift to St. Paul’s in your estate or financial planning.  The 
beneficiary should be shown as “St. Paul’s Catholic Church, 1800 – 12th Street North, St. Petersburg FL 33704.”  This is a 
wonderful way to leave a profound legacy. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, August 2 
  10:30 a.m.  Parish Coffee and Doughnuts - Cafeteria 
Monday, August 3 
  10:30 a.m.  Bible Study – Gold Room 
    7:00 p.m.  WCRHP – Blue Room  
Tuesday, August 4 

 

Wednesday, August 5  
     1:00 p.m.  Legion of Mary – Blue Room 
     7:00 p.m.  Fr. Corapi Video – Pink2 Room 
     7:30 p.m.  C & L – Parish Center 
Thursday, August 6 
     3:15 p.m.  Rosary – Chapel 
     7:00 p.m.  Folk Group - Church 
Friday, August 7 
 

Saturday, August 8  
      

Sacramental and Parish Information 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival 
of the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming 
Catholic, or Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the 
sacraments of initiation or reception into the Church at 
Easter.  A similar program, RCIC, is offered for children 
from third grade through high school.  Contact the parish 
office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of 
two years of Catholic religious instruction before the 
reception of First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion.  If you have a child who is five or six years 

old, and is baptized, but not currently a student in a 
Catholic School or the Family Religious Education 
program, please contact Annamaria in the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all 9th graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
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Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
parish office at least six months in advance.  The 
Catholic party is expected to be attending Mass 
regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who 
are being admitted to a hospital should receive this 
sacrament at church whenever possible by speaking to 
one of our priests.  The infirm may receive the 
sacraments at home by calling the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s 
Center:  Our parochial school provides an outstanding 
Catholic education for children from pre-kindergarten 
(beginning at age 3) through 8th grade.  Our Children’s 
Center provides quality day care for children age 2 and 
under. 
 

Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register 
on the first Sunday of the month by attending the 
information meeting held in the Parish Center after the 
9:30 a.m. Mass.  St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be 
good stewards of God’s gifts.  Christian stewardship 
includes a sharing of time, talent and treasure with the 
parish community.  Each household is expected to 
accept its responsibility for the welfare of the parish and 
its educational and charitable ministries by participation 
in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the parish, and 
by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   
 
    
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


