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When the poor one called out, the Lord heard, 
and from all his distress he saved him. 

(Psalm 34:7) 
 
          Our Parish Mission Statement commits us to “vibrant 
worship of God and loving service to others.”  A commitment 
to serve others draws us, needless to say, to the poor.  And 
in serving the poor, we serve Christ.  Blessed Teresa of 
Calcutta often referred to the poor as “Christ in distressing 
disguise.” 
          Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference is a principal way 
we fulfill our commitment of service.  Our parish conference 
in July helped the poor within our parish boundaries with 
food, rent, and utilities, in the amount of $3,694.  Your 
donations to the Poor Boxes at the doors of the Church 
directly help the poor.  The number of those needing 
assistance has increased dramatically during the recession.  
The conference needs active helpers to give a few hours 
each week to respond to the many requests.  Contact Penny 
Simone at pennysimone@gmail.com 
           Among other ways we serve the poor are our 
Partners With Haiti ministry and our Loaves & Fishes 
ministry.  The former connects us with our brothers and 
sisters in Haiti; through the latter we serve the homeless in 
Pinellas County by providing meals and other necessities.  If 
you are interested in helping our twin parish in Haiti, contact 
jimstitt1@gmail.com.  For Loaves & Fishes, contact 
tomjodi@tampabay.rr.com 
          We encounter Christ through worshiping together at 
the Sunday Eucharist, to be sure.  But we also encounter 
him through loving service of the poor. 
 
 Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 
Daily Mass, Monday through Friday, is at 7:45 a.m. during 
the summer.  The time of daily Mass will change to 7:00 a.m. 
on Monday,   August 24,  the first day of school. 
 
Registration for Family Religious Education 2009-2010 is 
now open.  This program provides religious education for 
children in grades K through 8th, and their parents.  
Registration forms are located in the vestibule of the church, 
or you may pick one up in the parish office. Please pre-
register!!   The first meeting of the year will be September 6 
after the 9:30 a.m. Mass. 
 
Parish Photo Directories have arrived.  If you had your 
photo taken, please pick up your copy of the St. Paul parish 
directory in the parish office between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 
 
The 2010 Mass Intention Book is now open.  Please 
come to the parish office to request a Mass date. 
 
 

 
                               Monday,        August  17 

7:45 a.m.  Jack Martin 

Tuesday,       August  18 
7:45 a.m.  Peggy Aldrich 

 

Wednesday,  August  19  
7:45 a.m. Bobby Trujillo  

 

Thursday,      August  20 
7:45 a.m. Dorothea Zydel  

Friday,           August  21 
7:45 a.m.   Father Roger Swain  

 

Saturday,      August  22 
     5:30 
p.m.  

 Norman Heagerty, Jr. 

Sunday,        August  23 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m.   

    6:00 p.m.   

Madeleine P. Gibbons  
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Bernard Misner  
Jennifer Hartmann 

 

 
   

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, August 9, 2009: 
 
 

269 Envelopes…….………………………...$      8,327.70 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      1.698.50 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      1,963.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$      5,877.50 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    17,866.70 

 

Give thanks always and for everything 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to God the Father. 
(Ephesians 5:20) 

 
Our stewardship of time, talent & treasure 

is an expression of our thanks to God the Father. 
 

  

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry...........……………..….…….………….ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                   Enjoy Your Summer! 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
 

 

          On August 24, 2009, St. Paul Catholic School, with pride and gratitude to God, will open its 80th year of providing academic 
excellence in an atmosphere that reflects and implements the teachings of Jesus in a faith-centered community. Under the 
guidance and direction of the school administration – Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal and Sister Joan Carberry, OSF, Assistant 
Principal we begin this 80th year in the tradition and heritage of those who have ministered at the school before us, namely, the 
Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, the pastors, priests and lay teachers.  
          The opening ceremony of prayer and flag salute will begin with the 7:50 AM bell on August 24th.  All students are expected 
to be present for this exercise and as always, we welcome parents and friends to join us on this day.  As we come together in 
prayer, we will give thanks to God for this milestone in the history of our school … 80 successful years.  At this writing our 
registration is 333 students. Thank you to our parishioners, parents and benefactors for their continued prayers, support, and 
generosity. In gratitude you are remembered by the faculty and students in their daily prayers. 
          Parent Orientation for families new to our school will be held on Thursday, August 20th, at 6 p.m. in the cafeteria.  All new 
families registered for the 2009-10 school year, are expected to attend this orientation.  If you haven’t submitted your child’s health 
records, and a current physical, as mandated by the Health Department of Pinellas County, your child will not be permitted to 
attend school.  The Early Childhood and Kindergarten students will have the opportunity to meet their teachers and visit their 
classrooms on Friday, August 21st from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
          Our pastors, Msgr. Robert Gibbons and Msgr. Anton Dechering together with the administration, faculty and staff are 
looking forward to this new school year as they work together with the parents and guardians in the Catholic formation of the 
children entrusted to their care. 
 

Sister Joan Carberry, OSF 

 
RCIC.  Sessions for The Rite of Christian Initiation of Children begin on Sunday, September 20, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass, in the 
parish center. These  
sessions are for children who are in third grade, or older, who have not received the sacraments of Baptism or First Eucharist. 
One parent must attend these sessions with their child/children. Please call the parish  
office for more information or to register. 
 
Memorial pavers.  If you would like to have a paver engraved for the Grotto garden, please place your order now with the parish 
office.  We will soon be sending orders to the engraving company. 

 
Please pray for the healing of the sick  

and the consolation of the afflicted, especially: 
 

Tom Geary  Marie Grilli          Ann Biggins 
Frederick Stagnaro       Gerry Howe         Joe McCourt 
Ellie Gallaher                 Ray Victorio        Joe Baxter      
Lulu Payne                    Carol Baer          Michael Baer  
George Locascio   Barbara Webb     Deidre Morrissey   
Paul Centeno  Regina Abruntilla Carmen Madison  
David Terlip           Jim Kirby              Jim Soule 
Evelyn Karlsson            Thomas Poole      Dorothy Burgess           Nancy Mesano Beverly Smock     Colleen Diskis 
Libby Cullen Kayle Valencia      Anna Madden 
Todd Shanahan Diane Rice            Frances Dampf  
Asuncion Praxides Karen Marastica   Charlie Knoop 
Hazel Cook  

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 
Loaves and Fishes Toiletry Collection this Weekend.  In addition to serving a meal every other month at the St. Vincent de 
Paul Center of Hope, Loaves and Fishes will begin collecting some specific toiletry items each meal to help the Center's Drop In 
Shower Facility.  For the August meal, we will collect deodorant and feminine hygiene products. There are boxes at the entrance 
of the church during Masses this weekend to collect these items. Thanks.  
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School Uniform Swap sponsored by the Home & School Association is today, August 16, in the cafeteria after the 9:30 a.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. Masses. Please bring your gently used and clean uniforms, PE uniforms, and sweatshirts. 
 
Columbiettes.  Are you interested in joining a dynamic, Catholic women's volunteer organization?  We are having an information 
meeting and First Degree Ceremony, Sunday, August 30, in the parish center, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass.  FYI: You do not have 
to be married or related to a Knight of Columbus to join.  Please contact Malinda Larson Hill for information at 727.526.5292 or 
ml850jh@aol.com. 
 

 
Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 

Diocese of St. Petersburg 
as of August 11, 2009 

 
Our parish’s assessment………….………….$169,022.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$50,693.60 
Number of pledges………………………………………289 
Average pledge………………………………..……$175.41 
 
Over 300 St. Paul’s families made pledges to last year’s Annual Pastoral Appeal.  Please prayerfully consider making a pledge 
or gift to the APA for 2009.  Envelopes for this purpose are in your monthly envelope packet, or you may pledge on-line at 
www.diostpete.com/apa. 
 

 
Parish Capital Campaign Update 

as of July 31, 2009 
 

Amount Pledged ………………...………….$2,312,244.20 
Amount Paid…………………………………$1,836,392.54 
Balance…………………………………….….$  475,851.66 
Number of families pledging….…………………...……673 
Average gift…...………………………………..…$3,435.73 
 

The campaign has been financing the renovations of our church and school buildings. 
With the funds now being paid, we are paying off the cash advance loan that financed last summer’s renovation of the south 

wing of the school. 
It’s not too late to make a pledge! 

Call the parish office or e-mail parishoffice@stpaulstpete.com 
 
 
Fr. Corapi Video Program. Please join us on Wednesday, August 19, at 7 p.m. in the parish center for Fr. Corapi’s video 
presentation entitled, "Repent & Believe in the Gospel". Upcoming talks include, "The Role of the Sacramentals", "How to Make a 
Good Confession", "Priesthood: Sacrifice & Service." Please join us when we gather every other Wednesday evening.  For more 
information please contact Mario Vitrano at mariovitrano1@aol.com or 727.251.6849. 
 
An Invitation from the Office of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute (LPMI).   So often, people ask how they might grow in their 
faith.  In response to this searching, Bishop Lynch initiated the lay Pastoral Ministry Institute.  The LPMI is a four-year program:  an 
informal year of discernment and three years of formal academic training and spiritual growth.   The initial segment of the 
program, the Year of Discernment, consists of four sets of four evening sessions and one day of reflection.  The Year of 
Discernment classes will begin the week of October 5, 2009, and will meet at six central locations throughout the diocese.  One of 
these sessions will be in Spanish.  Program information can be found on the LPMI web site at http://dosp-lpmi.CatholicWeb.com/.   
For more information, call the LPMI office at 727.344.1611, ext. 458.  Registrations are due in the LPMI office no later than Sept. 
20, 2009. 
 
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University is back! 
Back by popular demand, another Financial Peace University class will begin in September.  This 13 week video-based small 
study group teaches families and individuals how to beat debt, build wealth and give like never before.  Topics include saving, 
eliminating debit, understanding insurance, mortgages and how to save for college and retirement. Orientations and class start 
dates will be announced in the coming weeks.  For more information, email tbaggett@pscufs.com.  
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        Green Team   
     The Family, the Human  

                    Community  and the Environment – II 

 “Human beings, obviously, are of supreme worth vis-à-vis creation as a whole.  Respecting the environment does not mean 
considering material or animal nature more important than man.  Rather, it means not selfishly considering nature to be at the 
complete disposal of our own interests, for future generations also have the right to reap its benefits and to exhibit towards 
nature the same responsible freedom that we claim for ourselves.  Nor must we overlook the poor, who are excluded in many 
cases from the goods of creation destined for all.”     Pope Benedict XVI, 8 December 2007  

 
Christ Renews His Parish for Men is a spiritually rewarding retreat offered by St. Paul’s. The CRHP 12 weekend retreat is 
conducted by our parish priests together with CRHP alumni. The renewal weekend provides an opportunity for individual spiritual 
growth through prayer and personal reflection. The retreat begins Friday, Oct. 23 and ends Sunday, Oct. 25. The parish website 
offers on-line registration: www.stpaulstpete.com in the Announcement and Event section. 
 
iWait. Program of Catholic Charities. Are you talking to your kids about Sex, Marriage, Relationships and the hope for their 
Future? If not, someone else is! The iWait. Program of Catholic Charities is an Abstinence Until Marriage Education Program 
dedicated to Encouraging Healthy Choices for Teens and for Parents. We are now scheduling Presentations for all Catholic 
Schools (Middle and High School), Youth groups, Clubs, Community Events and Ministry Fairs. iWait also features an iParent 
Presentation that helps parents open up the lines of conversation with teens. Contact Mark Bromley at 813. 997.4983 or 
mbromley@pccpc.net and visit our website www.askmewhyiwait.com for more details.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, August 16 
  10:30 a.m.  Parish Coffee and Doughnuts – Cafeteria 
  10:30 a.m.  School Uniform Swap - Cafeteria 
Monday, August 17 
  10:30 a.m.  Bible Study – Gold Room 
    7:00 p.m.  WCRHP – Blue Room  
Tuesday, August 18 
 Wednesday, August 19  
     1:00 p.m.  Legion of Mary – Blue Room 
     7:00 p.m.  Fr. Corapi Video – Parish Center 
Thursday, August 20 
     3:15 p.m.  Rosary – Chapel 
     7:00 p.m.  Folk Group – Church 
Friday, August 21 
Saturday, August 22 
     7:00 a.m.  SHARE Distribution - Cafeteria 

Sacramental and Parish Information 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program, RCIC, is offered for children from third grade 
through high school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 

Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
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Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 

the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   
 
    
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


