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Jesus said to the crowd, 
‘From within people, from their hearts, 

come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, 
adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 

blasphemy, arrogance, folly. 
All these evils come from within and they defile.’ 

(Mark 7:21-23) 
 

          These words of Jesus are frightening.  To think of all 
those evils lurking within us.  Even worse is that they often 
get the better of us, and we defile ourselves by sinful 
thoughts or actions.  St. Paul recognized the paradoxical 
power of these evils within, saying, “For I do not do the good 
I want, but I do the evil I do not want.”  (Romans 7:19) 
          We shouldn’t forget, however, that there are many 
good things in our hearts, too----a desire for the good and 
true, an urge towards generosity and kindness, a willingness 
to sacrifice for others. 
          The bishops of the Second Vatican Council 
acknowledged these “internal divisions” within us.  The 
bishops noted that at one and the same time we are 
“capable of the noblest deeds or the foulest,” of choosing 
“the path to freedom or to slavery, to progress or retreat, to 
brotherhood or hatred.”  (Gaudium et spes, 9, 10) 
          To stay on the right path, we need to stay close to 
Christ, who strengthens us.  He does this through his 
presence in the gospels, in the sacraments, and in the 
community of believers.  We can’t win the fight alone.  We 
need his grace and the good example and encouragement 
of one another. 
 
 Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Back to School Pancake Breakfast today, August 30, 
after the 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. Masses, in the cafeteria. 
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus.  Everyone is invited. 
 
New Parishioner Meeting is next Sunday, September 6, in 
the RECTORY (next to the church building) after the 9:30 
a.m. Mass.  Everyone new to the parish is invited to come for 
parish information and registration.  Current parishioners and 
staff members will be present to welcome newcomers and 
answer questions about parish services and activities.  These 
meetings are held on the first Sunday of every month. 
 
Registration for Family Religious Education 2009-2010 is 
now open.  This program provides religious education for 
children in grades K through 8th, and their parents.  
Registration forms are located in the vestibule of the church, 
or you may pick one up in the parish office. Please pre-
register!!   The first meeting of the year will be September 6 
after the 9:30 a.m. Mass. 
 
 
 

 
                               Monday,      August  31 

7:45 a.m. Prayer for Vocations 

Tuesday,       September 1 
7:45 a.m. Prayer for Vocations 

 

Wednesday,   September 2 
7:45 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Prayer for Vocations  
Intentions of Dr. Peter Wassmer 
 

Thursday,      September 3 
7:45 a.m. Donald Ladouceur 

 

Friday,           September 4 
7:45 a.m.   Living and Deceased Members of the 

O’Brien and Thornton Families 
 

Saturday,       September 5 
     5:30 
p.m.  

Alfred Agramonte 

Sunday,         September 6 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m.   

    6:00 p.m.   

Donald Multer and Elizabeth Marshall 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Bernard Misner 
Intentions of the Webb Family 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, August 23, 2009: 
 

271 Envelopes…….………………………...$      8,877.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      1.703.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      1,963.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$             0.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    12,543.25 

 

Every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father. 

(James 1:17) 
 

Because all that we have comes from God, 
we give back in gratitude. 

 

  

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry...........……………..….…….………….ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                   ROCK THE UNIVERSE!   
 

All Middle and High School Students Welcome! 
We're going to ‘Rock the Universe’ at Universal Studios on Saturday, September 12,  from 2 p.m. to 3 a.m. Tickets are $65 
(includes park admission and bus transportation). All of the necessary forms can be found at http://obicyouth.catholicweb.com. All 
forms must be turned in no later than Wednesday, September 2. Questions? Contact Katie (727.822.3481 or 
katie@stpaulstpete.com). 

 
 

 
 

Columbiettes.  Are you interested in joining a dynamic, Catholic women's volunteer organization?  We are having an information 
meeting and First Degree Ceremony, today,  Sunday, August 30, in the parish center, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass.  FYI: You do not 
have to be married or related to a Knight of Columbus to join.  Please contact Malinda Larson Hill for information at 727.526.5292 
or ml850jh@aol.com. 
 
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. Informational sessions for the Financial Peace University class will be held today, 
August 30, at 10:45 a.m. and again on September 6 at 10:45 a.m. in the Parish Center.  The sessions will be approximately 45 
minutes.  The classes will begin on Sunday, September 13.  The class start time will be  9:00 a.m. for 2 hours.  Topics throughout 
the 13 weeks will  include saving, eliminating debit, understanding insurance, mortgages and how to save for college and 
retirement. A special invite goes out to all the previous FPU graduates.  For more information, email tbaggett@pscufs.com.  
 
“That Man Is You!” will start its new weekly series on Wednesday, September 16, in the Cafeteria. Grow in your Catholic faith 
through reflection on Scripture and the Catholic tradition.  Format includes continental breakfast, video presentation, discussion, 
and prayer.  Continental breakfast at 5:30 a.m.  Program begins at 6 a.m. and ends promptly at 7 a.m.  All men of the parish are 
invited, and walk-ins and new registrants are welcome any week.  E-mail parishioner Bill Teska at wmtska@yahoo.com. 
 
The 2010 Mass Intention Book is now open.  Please come to the parish office to request a Mass date. 
 
RCIC.  Sessions for The Rite of Christian Initiation of Children begin on Sunday, September 20, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass, in the 
parish center. These  
sessions are for children who are in third grade, or older, who have not received the sacraments of Baptism or First Eucharist. 
One parent must attend these sessions with their child/children. Please call the parish  
office for more information or to register. 

 
Please pray for the healing of the sick  

and the consolation of the afflicted, especially: 
 

Bishop Robert Lynch Bill Teska          Marie Grilli 
Richard Haight Sr. Karen Marastica  Hazel Cook 
Sr. Joan Baldridge  Ann Biggins         Tom Geary 
Frederick Stagnaro       Gerry Howe         Joe McCourt 
Ellie Gallaher                 Ray Victorio        Joe Baxter     George Locascio   Barbara Webb     Aloyse Larson  
David Terlip           Jim Kirby              Jim Soule 
Nancy Mesano Beverly Smock    Colleen Diskis 
Kayle Valencia     Anna Madden      Vicki Rhoads Diane Rice            Frances Dampf    Tom Carey 
Asuncion Praxides Dick Gardner            
   

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 
 
 

Parish Photo Directories have arrived.  If you had your photo taken, please pick up your copy of the St. Paul parish directory in 
the parish office between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
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An Invitation from the Office of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute (LPMI).   So often, people ask how they might grow in their 
faith.  In response to this searching, Bishop Lynch initiated the lay Pastoral Ministry Institute.  The LPMI is a four-year program:  an 
informal year of discernment and three years of formal academic training and spiritual growth.   The initial segment of the 
program, the Year of Discernment, consists of four sets of four evening sessions and one day of reflection.  The Year of 
Discernment classes will begin the week of October 5, 2009, and will meet at six central locations throughout the diocese.  One of 
these sessions will be in Spanish.  Program information can be found on the LPMI web site at http://dosp-lpmi.CatholicWeb.com/.   
Call the LPMI office at 727.344.1611, ext. 458.  Registrations are due in the LPMI office no later than Sept. 20, 2009. 
 
 

Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

as of August 25, 2009 
 

Our parish’s assessment………….………….$169,022.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$51,763.60 
Number of pledges………………………………………294 
Average pledge………………………………..……$176.07 
 
Over 300 St. Paul’s families made pledges to last year’s Annual Pastoral Appeal.  Please prayerfully consider making a pledge 
or gift to the APA for 2009.  Envelopes for this purpose are in your monthly envelope packet, or you may pledge on-line at 
www.diostpete.com/apa. 
 
Catholic Cruise for Charity with Fr. Bob Gangolu, SAC. January 24-30, 2010.  Daily Mass.  Six days on the beautiful new ship, 
Freedom.  Prices starting from $399. Sailing to Ocho Rios, Jamaica, Grand Cayman, and Key West.  Charity benefits St. Vincent 
de Paul and Mary’s Outreach for Women.  Call Susan Dwyer at 727.360.7575. 
 

 
Fr. Corapi Video Program. Please join us on Wednesday, September 2, at 7 p.m. in the parish center for a video of  Fr. 
Corapi’s talk, "The Role of the Sacramentals".  For more information please contact Mario Vitrano at mariovitrano1@aol.com or 
727.251.6849. 
 
Christ Renews His Parish for Men is a spiritually rewarding retreat offered by St. Paul’s. The CRHP 12 weekend retreat is 
conducted by our parish priests together with CRHP alumni. The renewal weekend provides an opportunity for individual spiritual 
growth through prayer and personal reflection. The retreat begins Friday, Oct. 23 and ends Sunday, Oct. 25. The parish website 
offers on-line registration: www.stpaulstpete.com in the Announcement and Event section. 
 
Memorial pavers.  If you would like to have a paver engraved for the Grotto garden, please place your order now with the parish 
office.  We will soon be sending orders to the engraving company. 
 
Annual Hispanic Diocesan Mass.  Come and celebrate the annual Hispanic Mass on Saturday, October 17, at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of St. Jude.  Before Mass, a rosary will begin at 10:00 a.m. followed by the procession of the flags.  After Mass, there 
will be a reception in the church hall. 
 

 “Had I not gone on a retreat, I would still be a wandering soul without purpose.  Now I am on my new journey to 
peace and being filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Testimony after a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™). Join us on the next Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat™  Oct. 2-4. Abortion AfterCare-Healing Project Rachel: Call 877.908.1212 or 813.631.4370 x 222 or email  
eboe@ccdosp.org.  
 
        Green Team   
     The Family, the Human  

                    Community  and the Environment – V  

“In this regard, it is essential to ‘sense’ that the earth is ‘our common home’ and, in our stewardship and service to all, to choose 
the path of dialogue rather than the path of unilateral decisions.  Further international agencies may need to be established in 
order to confront together the stewardship of this ‘home’ of ours; more important, however, is the need for ever greater 
conviction about the need for responsible cooperation.  The problems looming on the horizon are complex and time is short.  In 
order to face this situation effectively, there is a need to act in harmony.”    Pope Benedict XVI, 8 December 2007  

 
 

                MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT 
 

Communion and Liberation 
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          Do you think that Faith is connected to Reason? Is it possible that Desire is a good thing?  What does Freedom really 
mean? Have you always sought a meaning and purpose in every facet of life? Are your friendships centered on the presence of 
Christ?  
          In the mid-1950’s a young priest had a casual conversation with some students on a train, trying to understand what role 
Faith and the Church played in their everyday lives. He learned that their lives were fragmented—that faith and life were not 
connected except in a formal way, on Sundays.  From this experience, Fr. Luigi Giussani was moved to help young people 
become aware of the Christian proposal: ‘I came that you may have life and have it to the full.’  He asked his superior to be 
transferred from his Theology professorship to a position as religion teacher in the local high school. And this is how the lay 
movement of Communion and Liberation was born. 
          Fr. Giussani asked the students to look seriously at their lives and experience, encouraging them to pay attention to what 
their humanity really was made for. Thus questions about Desire, Freedom, Justice, Reason, Faith all began to be very real, and 
students saw that Christ was the answer to a deep need within their heart for meaning, truth, love… 
          The fundamental gesture of Communion and Liberation is a weekly study regarding our experience in these needs of the 
heart. This is called School of Community. We meet Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center.   
          For more information, contact Joe Poole at 727.501.3159, or poolej@saic.com. Also visit www.clonline.org . 
 
 
 
 
    

Monday, August 31 
  10:30 a.m.  Bible Study – Gold Room 
    7:00 p.m.  WCRHP – Blue Room  
Tuesday, September 1 
     7:00 p.m.  Columbiettes – Blue Room 
 Wednesday, September 2 
     1:00 p.m.  Legion of Mary – Blue Room 
     7:00 p.m.  WCRHP Alumni – Green Room 
     7:00 p.m.  Boy Scout Committee – Yellow Room 
     7:00 p.m.  Fr. Corapi Video – Parish Center 
     7:30 p.m.  C & L – Parish Center 
Thursday, September 3 
     3:15 p.m.  Rosary – Chapel 
     7:00 p.m.  Folk Group – Church   
Friday, September 4 
Saturday, September 5 
Sunday, September 6 
10:30 a.m.  Parish Coffee and Doughnuts – Cafeteria 
10:30 a.m.  New Parishioner Meeting – Rectory 
10:30 a.m.  Family Religious Education – Cafeteria 
10:45 a.m.  Dave Ramsey Class Info – Parish Center 
 

Sacramental and Parish Information 
 

 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program, RCIC, is offered for children from third grade 
through high school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 

currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
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Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 

the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   
 
    
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


