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“The father said to the older son, 
‘Now we must celebrate and rejoice, 

because your brother was dead 
and has come to life again.’” 

(Luke 15:32) 
 

          Fr. Brendan Byrne, S.J., writing on the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son, notes, “I have always been struck by 
the number of people who say they sympathize with the 
older brother and resent what the younger man gets away 
with.”  (The Hospitality of God, p. 131) 
          Probably the same people sympathize with the 
vineyard workers who bore the day’s burden and the 
heat, but who yet were paid the same wage as those who 
worked only one hour.  (Matthew 20:1-16) 
          I admit that I usually fall in that same number.  I’m 
irked by the profligate younger son being welcomed back 
home with a splashy celebration.  I’m mad about the 
wages paid to those Johnny-come-lately bums who 
worked only an hour. 
          When I react that way, I reveal that I’m out of touch 
with my own sinfulness.  In truth, I’m the younger son, 
who has squandered so many opportunities.  I’m the lazy 
worker who has stood around idle for most of the day. 
          Rather than griping about what he’s doing for 
others, I should be thanking God for being so merciful to 
me. 

 

           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Altar Server Training. All boys and girls in Grade 4 or 
higher are invited to become altar servers for St. Paul’s. 
Training will take place beginning promptly at 10:00 a.m. 
on September 18th and 25th.  You MUST attend both 
sessions, which last about an hour and a half. Parents or 
guardians are required to attend the first training session, 
but may drop children off for the second day. Registration 
forms are available in the Parish Office and the Vestibule 
of the church. If any current server in Grade 8 or higher 
would like to be trained as an MC, please contact Mr. 
Brackett. Any questions? Email Ron Brackett at 
ron.brackett@gmail.com.  
 
Family Religious Education 2010-2011 .  This program 
provides religious education for children in grades K 
through 8th, who do not attend a Catholic School, and 
their parents.  The first meeting of the year is today, 
Sunday, September 12th, after the 9:30 Mass. 
 
The Columbiettes of St. Paul’s, Auxiliary #13657, recently 
donated $1,000.00 to our society of St. Vincent de Paul.  
We admire, and are grateful for, the compassionate 
generosity of these ladies for those in need.

 
                               Monday,     Septembe r 13 

7:00 a.m. Bob Johnson 
 

Tuesday,     September 14 
7:00 a.m. Prayer for Vocations 

Wednesday,     September 15 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Intentions of the Blessed Mother 
John Killinen 

Thursday,     September 16 
7:00 a.m. Prayer for Vocations 

Friday,     September 17 
 7:00 a.m. Prayer for Vocations 

Saturday,     September 18 
5:30 p.m. Frank J. Spirek 

Sunday,    September 19 
7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

 

Frank Prantl 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Peggy Aldrich 
Ralph Miller 

 

 
   

Is what I do after I say “I believe”…  
 

Offertory total for Sunday, September 5, 2010: 
 
 

254 Envelopes …………………..… $ 9,167.50 
Loose ….…….…….……………..... $ 1,817.00 
AOP (debit) …..………………….… $ 9,751.00 
AOP (credit) …...………………….. $ 6,612.50 
Total …...…….…….………………. $ 27,348.00  

Indeed, the grace of our Lord 
has been abundant. 

(1 Timothy 1:14) 
 

God’s abundant generosity to us 
prompts us to give generously in return. 

 

    Parish Website  ….……………………….….stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices …......…………………….………727.822.3481 
    Admin. Assistants …….…..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney 
    Pastoral Associate ….………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry …...….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry ….......……………………Katie Muller  ext. 12 
                                                       katie@stpaulstpete.com 
    Youth Ministry Website ………..obicyouth.catholicweb.com 
    Organist & Choir Director ………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society  …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center ……………..….….Toni Johnston..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team ….............727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com 
    School ………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727.823.6144 
    Counseling Ministry ……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727.327.5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 

                     
High School.  Each Sunday 7- 9:15 p.m. St Paul Youth Rm 
\Sunday, Sept. 19 th, Welcome Back Celebration!  
Calling all high school students!! Like to eat? Love to 
have fun? Want to make new friends? Think God is 
AWESOME? If you answered "yes" to any of these 
questions (or the questions have at least made you 
curious), then you don't want to miss out on our first high 
school youth group night of the year! We're going to 
meet in the cafeteria  at St. Paul's. Come ready for great 
food and LOTS of fun! All are welcome to join us at the 6 
p.m. Mass beforehand. All teens who bring a parent, 
guardian, or Confirmation sponsor to this night will 
receive $5 off one of our off-campus social nights this 
Fall!  (One parent/guardian/sponsor will suffice for a set 
of siblings.) 
 

Middle School .  2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month.  
6.- 8 p.m. in the Cafeteria of  Holy Family School. 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 nd,  6 - 8 p.m. is the next meeting. 
Friday, Sept. 24 th, middle school dance open to youth of 
the parish in grades 6 through 8, from 7-10 p.m. at Holy 
Family School. The cost is $5.00 plus a canned good for 
the needy. Parents must come inside the dance at 10 
p.m. to pick up their children. 
 

Divorce and Beyond.  You don’t have to walk this road 
alone. St. Paul Catholic Church is hosting a ten week 
seminar to assist divorced Catholics through the healing 
process. Divorce and Beyond is a program sponsored by 
the Diocese that consists of readings, reflections, and 
small group discussions. If you missed the orientation 
meeting on Sept. 7th, you may still come to the first 
meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 14th, at 7p.m. in the Craft 
Room of the Parish Center. Please contact Rob Hudson 
at robhudson91@tampabay.rr.com or Mark King at 
mko956@aol.com to obtain more information. 
 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Ministry.   Men, we have a 
NEW morning reflection ministry!  “Crossing the Goal” is 
a dynamic men’s talk show aired on EWTN.  We will 
utilize it to learn more about the Lord’s Prayer and how 
we can incorporate it more deeply into our lives. The 
program here at St. Paul’s will run for eight weeks, 
beginning September 29th.   Start time is 6 a.m. each 
Wednesday, with coffee and bagels. There will be a 25 
minute video followed by a 30 minute discussion. You will 
be out by 7 a.m. and will have had your morning coffee 
and your morning connection to your faith. What a way to 
start the day! What a way to keep on course during the 
work week!  Please email Rob Hudson at 
robhudson91@tampabay.rr.com with any questions or to 
confirm your ability to join us. 
 

The Mass Book for 2011 is now open.  Come to the 
parish office to request Mass intentions and Mass Cards 
for 2011. 

 

 
                         Please pray for the healin g of the sick 

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 

Julia Chesser  Jack Conway Diane Decresie 
Rex Estelle Rolando Ferrer Robert Swan 
Anna Evlantiew Ellie Gallaher Bill Lacy 
Mary Coley LaDaisha Kelzer Dale Holland 
Jerry Howe Barbara Kelly Jim Kirby 
Jeanne Klarman  Warren Knaust  Leslie Curran  
Polly Leavengood Ella Walls Mary Ann Martin 
Joe McCourt Aloyse Larson Chester Regeski 
Lois Smith Beverly Smock Angela Swift 
Frederick Stagnaro Liz Rosenberger Susan Welch 
Vinkica Vucemilovic Margaret Caputo Michael Rusin 
Frances Jones Jim Pettengill Jim Petrillo 
Fr. Cletus Watson Alibek Dagly Mary Simpson 
Marie Eckerd    
 

To add a name to this list, please contact the parish office. 
+ 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the 
Military. We ask your prayers for all men and women 
serving in our armed forces, especially Hank Michaud, 
Joel Klein, Alibek Dagly, John Gordon, Adrienne Sproul, 
Kevin Wulff, John Doolittle, Leif Mollo, Rob Strandquist, 
Chad Silva, Cody Deveraux. 
 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.   The 
RCIA sessions for 2010-2011 will begin on Thursday, 
September 16th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center 
Blue Room.� Think of inviting a family member, friend or 
co-worker to our Church and encourage them to 
consider joining the Catholic Faith. Word of mouth is the 
first and the best way of communicating the Faith.  
Remember it was Andrew who first found Jesus the 
Messiah and then invited his brother Simon Peter to see 
the Lord. (John 1:40-42) 
 
Sessions for  The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Children will begin on Sunday, September 26th, at noon, 
in the parish center.  These sessions are for children 
who are in 3rd grade, through 8th grade, who have not 
received the sacraments of Baptism or First Eucharist.  
One parent must attend these sessions with their 
child/children.  Please call the parish office for more 
information or to register. 
 
Nursery available every Sunday  during the 9:30 a.m. 
Mass, in the Parish Center, for children ten months 
through five years old.  Experienced adult supervision.  
There is no charge for this service to our parish families. 
 
 Leave a legacy .  Please consider making provision for 
St. Paul’s Church or St. Paul’s School in your estate 
planning.  Appropriate wording for a gift to the church 
would be: “I give, devise, and bequeath [$_____ or 
____%] to St. Paul’s Catholic Church, 1800 – 12th Street 
North, St Petersburg, Florida 33704.”  This is a wonderful 
way to leave a lasting legacy of faith. 
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Relics of St. John Bosco. The Diocese of St. 
Petersburg is one of only eight U.S. stops receiving the 
relics of St. John Bosco for public veneration. This is part 
of a worldwide tour encompassing 130 nations to 
celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the founding of the 
Salesian Congregation and in anticipation of the of the 
200th Anniversary of Don Bosco’s birth near Turin, Italy in 
1815. The relic will arrive at the Cathedral of St. Jude the 
early evening of Wednesday, September 22. After a 
welcoming prayer service, the Cathedral will be open all 
night long for prayer. Bishop Lynch will celebrate a 
special Mass in honor of St. John Bosco in the Cathedral 
at 8:15 a.m. on Thursday September 23. Veneration 
continues throughout the day including a youth rally and 
procession. It will conclude with multi-cultural celebration 
at 7 p.m. September 23rd. More information, including a 
detailed schedule, is available on the diocesan website: 
www.dosp.org. 
 
Serra Club.   Fr. Michael Conway, Salesian priest and 
current President of St. Petersburg Catholic, will speak at 
the monthly meeting of the Serra Club, Tuesday, Sept. 
21, at 7 p.m. at St Jude’s Parish Center.   This date is on 
the eve of the visit to the Cathedral of the relics of St. 
John Bosco, founder of the Salesians of Don Bosco.  Fr. 
Conway, will discuss this revered 19th century saint, and 
the work he inspired in educating youth throughout the 
world. The Serra Club welcomes guests for this 
informative talk. 
 
SVDP Friends of The Poor Walk 2010.  Saturday, 
September 25th at Lake Seminole Park #13 (10015 Park 
Blvd.  Seminole, FL 33777).  Registration from 8-9 a.m.  
Walk begins at 9 a.m.  Contact Penny Simone at 
pennysimone@gmail.com or 727.430.8964. 
 
St. Raphael’s is seeking a Cook and Laundry person for 
the rectory, a part-time position 3 days per week, MWF 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. (approximately).  Previous 
experience preferred.  References and background 
screening are required. Contact Jim at 727.821.7989. 

ALPHA House  of Pinellas County Inc. is holding their 
Annual Fall Gala on Saturday, Sept. 25, from 6:00 to 
11:00 p.m. at the St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535 Fourth 
Ave North, St. Petersburg. Enjoy Dinner by the Wine 
Cellar, dancing to live music, and a live and silent 
auction. All proceeds go to support ALPHA House of 
Pinellas and in turn help hundreds of homeless women 
and girls in crisis pregnancies.  Buy your tickets online at 
www.alphahousepinellas.org or call 727.822.8190. 
 

Happily Married Couples:  “Before our Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend, all we ever talked about 
was kids, our jobs, the house and money. I wondered 
what happened to the couple that talked on the phone for 
hours during our courtship. On our weekend we 
rediscovered that couple”!  The next available WWME 
weekend is Oct. 8-10th in Brooksville. For information call 
813.270.7832 or go on-line at wwme-tampabay.org. 

2010 Pilgrimage to EWTN .  A pilgrimage is a journey to 
a sacred place as an act of devotion.  The guiding 
principle is the spirituality of places.  The pilgrim is invited 
into a unique experience of God. Consider joining us on 
this pilgrimage to the location of EWTN studios and the 
Blessed Sacrament Shrine in Irondale, AL from Monday 
Nov 8 to Thursday Nov 11, 2010.  $330 includes lodging, 
transportation, and all meals. If interested call Anne 
Marie McCormack (727.935.5757) or Sister Kathleen at 
the Parish Office. 
 
White Mass.  Bishop Robert Lynch will celebrate the 
annual White Mass on Saturday, September 18, at 6:30 
p.m., at the Bethany Retreat Center, 18150 Bethany 
Center Drive, Lutz, FL. Dinner will follow. The Mass and 
dinner honor the many dedicated Catholic physicians, 
nurses and other healthcare professionals.  Cost is $30 
and $15 for Medical/Nursing Students. To register, 
contact Sabrina Burton Shultz at  727.344.1611. 
 
Reverend Mitch Pacwa, SJ , renowned priest and 
lecturer, who appears regularly on EWTN programs, will 
be speaking at St. Patrick Church in Largo on September 
18 from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. The cost is $20.00. 
Contact Margie O'Connor at 727.559.7449 or visit the 
parish web site: www.stpatrick-largo.org. 
 
Florida Orchestra Concert in the Vinoy Park   Free 
concert by the Florida Orchestra in Vinoy Park, 
downtown St. Petersburg, on Saturday, October 16, , 
from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.. Fireworks at the end. Please 
come early and bring can goods for the homeless. Last 
year we collected 4,500 lbs. Fireworks after the music. 
All are welcome!   Sponsored by “Homes by Helen, Inc.” 
�
St. Jerome Annual Golf Tournament  will be held on 
Friday, Oct. 22, at the Belleview Biltmore Golf Club.  
Lunch and registration at noon, shotgun start at 1 p.m.  
Individual players $95, foursomes $360.  For information 
call Fred Annand at 727.687.6541.�
�
�

 

Parish Capital Campaign Update 
as of August 31, 2010 

 

Amount Pledged ………………...………….$2,305,089.90 
Amount Paid…………………………………$1,964,608.92 
Balance…………………………………….….$  340,480.98 
Number of families pledging….…………………...……675 
Average gift…...………………………………..…$3,414.95 
 

The campaign has been financing the renovations of our 
church and school buildings. 

With the funds now being paid, we are paying off the cash 
advance loan that financed the renovation of the south wing 

of the school. 
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Sacramental and Parish Information 
 

 

Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):   This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, 
or Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion:  
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception 
of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you 
have a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, 
but not currently a student in a Catholic School or the 
Family Religious Education program, please contact 
Annamaria in the parish office.  
 
Sacrament of Confirmation:   Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
parish office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic 
party is expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:   Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament 
at church whenever possible by speaking to one of our 
priests.  The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by 
calling the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Cent er:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, 
talent and treasure with the parish community.  Each 
household is expected to accept its responsibility for the 
welfare of the parish and its educational and charitable 
ministries by participation in Sunday Mass, active 
involvement in the parish, and by weekly use of the church 
support envelopes. 

 
 

 
 


