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‘O God, hear my prayer; 
hearken to the words of my mouth.’ 

(Psalm 54:4) 
 

          A prayerful woman of the parish came to me not long 
ago and said, “Msgr. Gibbons, I know there are many 
families in St. Paul’s in stress from all sorts of problems and 
difficulties.  Could we announce a time of prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament, and invite people to come to pray for 
the needs of the parishioners?” 
          I knew right away that this was a request inspired by 
God’s grace.  So I said yes.  Starting in October we will have 
public Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on 
the first Thursday of each month, from noon to 3 p.m., in the 
Church.  The first day will be Thursday, October 1st, Feast 
of St. Therese of Lisieux. 
          At noon, the Blessed Sacrament----the consecrated 
host----will be taken from the tabernacle and exposed in the 
monstrance on the altar, so that you may see, pray, and 
adore our Risen Lord during this extended time of quiet 
prayer.  The rosary will be recited at 2:30 p.m., and we will 
conclude with Benediction. 
          Come for a few minutes, or for as long as you wish, 
and find peace in the presence of our Eucharistic Lord.  Tell 
him of your needs, and the needs of the entire world.  Place 
your special concerns before him.  Offer him thanks and 
gratitude. 
          "If we but paused for a moment to consider attentively 
what takes place in this Sacrament, I am sure that the 
thought of Christ's love for us would transform the coldness 
of our hearts into a fire of love and gratitude.” (St. Angela of 
Foligno) 
 
 Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Children.   Sessions 
begin today, Sept. 20, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass, in the 
parish center.  These sessions are for children who are in 
third grade, or older, who have not received the sacraments 
of Baptism or First Eucharist.  One parent must attend these 
sessions with their child/children.  Please call the parish 
office for more information or to register. 
 
“That Man Is You!” started its new weekly series on Sept. 
16 in the Cafeteria. The format each Wednesday morning 
includes continental breakfast, video presentation, 
discussion, and prayer.  Continental breakfast at 5:30 a.m.  
Program ends promptly at 7 a.m.  If you did not come last 
week, you can still come this Wednesday. All men of the 
parish are invited.  E-mail parishioner Bill Teska at 
wmtska@yahoo.com for information. 
 
Knights of Columbus meeting is on Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 
7:00 p.m. in the parish center blue room.  
 
 
 

 
                               Monday,       September 21 

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Joseph Wyrwas 

Tuesday,       September 22 
7:00 a.m. Intentions of Helen Wyrwas 

 

Wednesday,   September 23 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Joe and Fran Brennan 
Charles Knoop 
 

Thursday,      September 24 
7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dorothy Day 

  

Friday,           September 25 
7:00 a.m.   Msgr. Thomas Maloney 

 

Saturday,       September 26 
     5:30 
p.m. 
 

Dorothy Kozak 
 

Sunday,         September 27 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m.  

John Dirrigl 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Leonard Bronikowski 
Charles Knoop 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, September 13, 2009: 
 

284 Envelopes…….………………………...$    10,289.50 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      1,758.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      1,963.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$             0.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    14,010.50 

 

‘The wisdom from above is . . . 
full of mercy and good fruits.’ 

(James 3:17) 
 

God’s wisdom is revealed in us 
through the fruits of our good stewardship. 

 

  

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry...........……………..….…….………….ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

Splash Dance II, Sept. 20, 12:30-4:00 p.m. at Holy Family.  All high school and middle school students are invited to join us as 
we say farewell to summer! There will be several fun games & activities -- be prepared to get wet! And the Holy Family Knights of 
Columbus will be cooking hot dogs, so bring your appetite! 
  

High School.  Welcome back! Our first official meeting will be tonight, Sunday, Sept. 20 from 7:15-9:15 p.m. Join us for a 
night of meeting new people, playing fun games, eating great food, and a powerful prayer experience.  
Sept. 27 - One Body In Christ  - What does that really mean? Come hang out with us as we get to know each other a little better 
and figure out what it means to really be "One Body In Christ." 
Questions? Contact Katie at 727.822.3481 x 12 or katie@stpaulstpete.com). 

 

 

We need you!  Florida Blood Services will be here today, Sunday, Sept. 20 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  In honor of the special 
people in your life, you can give a true gift from the heart.  The “Gift of Life” is unique because you donate so others can live.  
There is no gift more precious.  Thank you for making a difference!  
 

Seniors Club Meeting. There will be a regular meeting followed by a penny auction in the parish center blue room on Tuesday, 
Sept. 22, from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Refreshments will be provided. All seniors in the parish are invited. 
 

Please join us 
 

On Sunday, October 4,  for a picnic 
to celebrate the 80th anniversary of our parish. 

The fun begins at 12:30 pm, on the parish grounds. 
Please bring a dessert or covered dish to share. 
The Parish will provide hamburgers and hotdogs. 

Each family should bring its own chairs and drinks. 
Please RSVP to the parish office by October 1st 

to allow sufficient time for planning. 
 

SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC!  
 
Please help us welcome more than 30 new altar servers into St. Paul's ministry. They completed training on Saturday, Sept. 
19, and you'll see them soon assisting with Masses. They will be added to the next set of schedules, which will be available at the 
end of October. Current servers and their parents are reminded to check the schedules at the parish Web site, stpaulstpete.com. 
Remember, it is your responsibility to know when you are scheduled to serve and to secure a replacement if you can't attend your 
scheduled Mass.  MC Training: Any server currently in eighth grade or above is invited to MC training at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 
27. A makeup session will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 4. Meet Mr. Brackett in the sacristy. 
 

       Please pray for the healing of the sick  
                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 

                   especially: 
 

Sr. Joan Baldridge  Joe Baxter             Ann Biggins 
Bertha Brown         Tom Carey            Frances Dampf 
Colleen Diskis Ellie Gallaher         Dick Gardner 
Tom Geary  Marie Grilli            Jim Kirby   
Richard Haight, Sr. Edna Knauf            Barbara Webb 
George Locascio    Anna Madden        Karen Marastica 
Bishop Robert Lynch Joe McCourt          Nancy Mesano 
Asuncion Praxides  Vicki Rhoads         Chester Regeski 
Diane Rice   Beverly Smock      Jim Soule 
Frederick Stagnaro     Maria Soule           Kayle Valencia 
Peggy Thompson     

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank Michaud and Joel Klein. 
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In honor of St. Francis, please join in a celebration “Praising God for His Creation” 
Thursday, October 1  at  6:30 p.m. 

On the parish grounds 
 

All are invited to bring their family pet for a special blessing. 
 

And God created the great sea monsters, and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, 
and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good.    Gen. 1:21 

 
Eucharistic Exposition and Adoration will    begin at St. Paul's the first Thursday of each month beginning 
Thursday, October 1st, from 12 noon until 3:00 p.m. in the church. Prayer is essential for the spiritual journey.  St. 
Catherine Laboure says on prayer, "Whenever I go to the chapel, I put myself in the presence of our good Lord, 
and I say to him, Lord, I am here.  Tell me  

what you would have me do.  If you listen, God will also speak to you, for with the good Lord, you have to both speak and listen."  
It will be a good time to pray for our priests in the "Year of the Priests."   Adoration will be from noon until 3:00 p.m., 
however, please come for whatever time you have to be part of this devotion.  From 10 minutes to three hours, you can be in the 
presence of the “ever greater” God. The rosary will be recited at 2:30 p.m. each month. Please join us as we begin this journey of 
conscious prayer.   Psalm 46 says "Be still and know that I am God."   
 
Free Florida Orchestra Concert in the Vinoy Park on Saturday, October 17, 7 – 9 p.m. with fireworks. Please come!   Bring 
canned goods for the homeless.  This event is sponsored by “Homes by Helen, Inc.” 
 
 

Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 
as of September 15, 2009 

 
Our parish’s assessment………….………….$169,022.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$52,076.70 
Number of pledges………………………………………295 
Average pledge………………………………..……$176.53 
 

Over 300 St. Paul’s families made pledges to last year’s Annual Pastoral Appeal.  Please prayerfully consider making a pledge 
or gift to the APA for 2009.  Envelopes for this purpose are in your monthly envelope packet, or you may pledge on-line at 
www.diostpete.com/apa. 
 

Parish Capital Campaign Update 
as of August 31, 2009 

 
Amount Pledged ………………...………….$2,312,544.20 
Amount Paid…………………………………$1,848,668.47 
Balance…………………………………….….$  463,875.73 
Number of families pledging….…………………...……673 
Average gift…...………………………………..…$3,436.17 
 

The campaign has been financing the renovations of our church and school buildings. 
With the funds now being paid, we are paying off the cash advance loan that financed the renovation of the south wing of the 

school. 
It’s not too late to make a pledge! Call the parish office or e-mail parishoffice@stpaulstpete.com 

 
The Men’s Christ Renews His Parish Retreat begins Friday, Oct. 23 and ends Sunday, Oct. 25. The renewal weekend 
provides an opportunity for individual spiritual growth through prayer and personal reflection. For information, contact Dennis 
Stajkowski at 727.347.1290 or  bankman@tampabay.rr.com. On-line registration: www.stpaulstpete.com “Announcement and 
Event” section. 
 
Volunteers for Meals on Wheels (Monday) Needed to deliver hot, nutritious meals to elderly persons unable to fix their own 
meals. Once a week on Mondays, for about an hour (10:30-11:30 a.m.), a driver and a helper are needed to deliver meals on an 
established route of 5-7 stops. If you can’t do weekly, sign up for once or twice a month. All offers of help accepted! If you don’t 
drive, we’ll pair you up with someone who does. Call Diana Jordan at 727.821.8469 or email djordan48@tampabay.rr.com. 
 
The Fifth Annual Knights of Columbus Texas Hold'em Poker Tournament will be on Saturday, October 17 at St. Paul's 
School Cafeteria.  Registration starts at 7:00 pm. Tickets prices are $35.00 per player in advance ($40.00 at the door). Spectator 
tickets can also be purchased for $5.00 in advance ($10.00 at the door).  There will be fantastic prizes for tournament winners 
along with food and beverages for all attendees!  Proceeds  will go to support charities of the Knights of Columbus.  Tickets are 
available in the parish office or from any K of C member. Information will also be on our website: www.stpaulstpete.com/kofc. 
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40 Days for Life! Join us for the second, Diocesan-sponsored 40 Days for Life Prayer Campaign in St. Petersburg Sept. 23 
through Nov. 1 involving prayer for an end to abortion, fasting, and a 40 Day Vigil at a local abortion center, All Women’s Health 
Center (4131 Central Ave. St. Petersburg). Our parishioners are asked to cover at least two days of the vigil: Sat. Oct. 10 and 
Sun. Oct. 25. For more information, or to volunteer on these days, contact Francesca McEntegart at 727.452.0641. To volunteer 
for another time, contact Amy Friedman at 727.328.2487 or grlfreedy@yahoo.com. The website is 
www.40daysforlife.com/stpetersburg.  The Kick-off Vigil is in front of All Women’s at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 22.  Everyone 
willing to maintain a peaceful, prayerful presence is welcome. 
 

St. Petersburg Catholic High School old fashioned homecoming bonfire and pep rally.    Bring your family, friends and 
neighbors and enjoy great food and great music.   Experience the wonderful Baron Spirit!   The activities will take place on Sept. 
24 at 7:30 p.m.   Enjoy the entertainment provided by our cheerleaders and dance troupe.   A  DJ will provide music throughout 
the evening. 
 

Day of renewal, "The Word of God, Alive in Our Hearts."  Mark your calendars for a day of insight, enlightenment and 
enrichment as we explore the role of Scripture in our lives. Join us Saturday, September 26, from 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. at St. 
Matthew Catholic Church, for a day of renewal, "The Word of God, Alive in Our Hearts." Please contact Karen at 393.0805 or 
Karenforyou@tampabay.rr.com.   
 
 
 
 
 

  Monday, September 21 
  10:30 a.m.  Bible Study – Gold Room 
    7:00 p.m.  WCRHP – Blue Room  
Tuesday, September 22 
     1:00 p.m.  Seniors Club – Blue Room 
     7:00 p.m.  Knights of Columbus – Blue Room 
 Wednesday, September 23 
     5:30 a.m.  That Man is You - Cafeteria 
     1:00 p.m.  Legion of Mary – Blue Room 
     5:30 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal – Chapel 
     7:00 p.m.  Green Team (Open meeting) – Gold Room 
     7:00 p.m.  Cub Scout Committee – Yellow Room 
     7:00 p.m.   WCRHP Alumni – Green Room 
     7:30 p.m.   C & L – Parish Center 
Thursday, September 24 
     8:30 a.m.  Safe Environment Training - Gymnasium 
     3:15 p.m.  Rosary – Chapel 
     7:00 p.m.  RCIA – Blue Room 
     7:00 p.m.  Partners with Haiti – Gold Room 
     7:00 p.m.  MCRHP – Craft Room 
     7:00 p.m.  Folk Group - Church 
Friday, September 25 
Saturday, September 26 
      7:00 a.m.  SHARE Distribution - Cafeteria 
      2:00 p.m.  C & L – Blue Room    
Sunday, September 27 
    10:30 a.m.  Parish Coffee and Doughnuts – Cafeteria 
    10:30 a.m.  Family Religious Education - Cafeteria 
    12:30 p.m.  RCIC – Blue Room 

 
Sacramental and Parish Information 

 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 

program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
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Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 

 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   
 
    
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


