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The Lord bless you from Zion: 
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 

all the days of your life. 
May you see your children’s children. 

(Psalm 128:5, 6) 
 

          We are celebrating today the 80th birthday of St. 
Paul’s Parish.  On the first Sunday of October, 1929, Fr. 
James Enright, newly appointed as first pastor, celebrated 
the initial Mass, in the auditorium we now call the gym. 
          Since then, the years have come and gone, times 
have changed, the parish has gone through different phases, 
and the world is a vastly different place.  Yet some things 
remain constant about St. Paul’s: a sense of family, a 
connection between generations, a spirit of service, a love 
for the Mass, a desire to hand on what we have received. 
          All this was captured beautifully in a message written 
by a parishioner to Ron Brackett, who trains our altar 
servers.  Ron shared it with me, and I share it now with you: 
 

My daughter served Mass tonight, Saturday, 
September 19, along with four other brand new 
altar servers.  I was so proud I don’t think I 
could hide it if I tried.  She was one of the 
candle-bearers.  There were ten servers total.  
What a grand scene.  They all did very well.  
We got home and she called her grandfather 
who hasn’t been to Mass in years because of 
his health, and it made him so happy.  He 
served for many years as a boy in the parishes 
of Chicago and can still recite many parts of 
the Mass in Latin!  I was a proud altar boy 
myself for all my years of grammar school and 
little did I know at the time how instrumental it 
would be in my faith-life.  And now my daughter 
is an altar server.  What a great legacy you’ve 
helped to continue for my family. 
 

          We are privileged to be part of the grace-filled legacy 
of St. Paul’s Parish.  It is not good for the man to be alone.  
We are better for being a part of this community. 
 

 Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
80th Anniversary Parish Picnic is at 12:30 p.m. TODAY 
Sunday, Oct. 4th.  Join the celebration!  Parish will provide 
hamburgers and hotdogs.  Please bring a dessert or dish to 
share and your own drinks. SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC! 
 

New Parishioner Meeting is TODAY Sunday, Oct. 4, in the 
RECTORY (south of the church building) after the 9:30 a.m. 
Mass.  Everyone new to the parish is invited to come for 
parish information and registration. Staff and current 
parishioners will be there to welcome newcomers and 
answer questions about parish services and activities.   
 
 
 
 

 
                               Monday,       October 5 

7:00 a.m. Richard Sargent 

Tuesday,        October 6 
7:00 a.m. John Dirrigl 

 

Wednesday,   October 7 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

John Dampf Sr. 
Recitation of the Rosary 
 

Thursday,      October 8 
7:00 a.m. Leo P. Wassmer 

Friday,           October 9 
7:00 a.m. 

 
Living and Deceased Members of the 
O’Brien and Thornton Families 
 

Saturday,       October 10 
     5:30 
p.m. 
 

John Brady 

Sunday,          October 11 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m. 

   
    6:00 p.m.  

Brad French 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Living and Deceased Members of the 
Women’s Guild 
Joseph Bell 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, September 27, 2009: 
 

244 Envelopes…….………………………...$      9,244.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      1,804.50 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      2,038.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$             0.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    13,086.75 

 

It is in giving that we receive. 
(Prayer of St. Francis) 

 

 St. Paul’s Parish has thrived 
because of the generosity of its people. 

 

  

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry...........……………..….…….………….ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

 High School.   
Sunday, October 4th, "No Matter How Small" - We're celebrating Respect Life Sunday and we want YOU there! Join us as we 
talk about protecting the little things in life. After all, "A person's a person no matter how small" (Dr. Seuss). 
Sunday, October 11th, "Heroic Virtue" - Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. -Philippians 4:8 
 

Middle School. The middle school youth group is BACK! Join us on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Holy Family! 
Wednesday, October 14th - Welcome Back BBQ! All 6th-8th graders are welcome to join us. Rain or shine, we'll be at Holy 
Family celebrating the start of a new year. This will be a fun night you DON'T want to miss! 
 

Questions? Contact Katie at 727.822.3481 x 12 or katie@stpaulstpete.com). 
 

 

It is not too late for your child/children to participate in The Rite of Christian Initiation of Children. Our next session will be on 
Sunday, October 18th, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass, in the parish center.  These sessions are for children who are in 3rd grade, or 
older, who have not received the sacraments of Baptism or First Eucharist.  One parent must attend these sessions with their 
child/children.  Please call the parish office for more information or to register.    
 

That Man Is You!  Our men’s program continues each Wednesday morning in the cafeteria, beginning at 5:30 a.m. and 
concluding promptly at 7:00 a.m.  Walk-ins are welcome.  This week’s topic is “The Mystery of the Home” and presents St. 
Joseph as an authentic role model.  Enjoy coffee & continental breakfast, video, discussion, and prayer.  Come, and bring a 
friend. 
 

Cub Scouts are selling popcorn after all Masses this weekend, Oct. 3-4.   This is their only fund-raiser of the year and supports 
Cub Scout programs and activities. 
 

Opening for Part Time Child Care Assistant in the St. Paul Children’s Center.  For information or to apply for the position, 
contact Laura at 727.822.3481 ext. 18. 
 

The Fifth Annual Knights of Columbus Texas Hold'em Poker Tournament will be on Saturday, October 17 at St. Paul 
School’s Cafeteria.  Registration starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets prices are $35.00 per player in advance ($40.00 at the door). 
Spectator tickets are $5.00 in advance ($10.00 at the door).  There will be fantastic prizes for tournament winners along with food 
and beverages for all attendees! Proceeds will go to support charities of the Knights of Columbus.  Tickets are available in the 
parish office or from any K of C member. Information will also be on our website: www.stpaulstpete.com/kofc. 
 

       Please pray for the healing of the sick  
                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 

                   especially: 
 

Joe Baxter   Ann Biggins             Tom Carey 
Ellie Gallaher          Dick Gardner           Tom Geary 
Marie Grilli             Jerry Howe             David Joinville 
John Keglovich Jim Kirby                Edna Knauf 
Michael Larson George Locascio     Anna Madden 
Gwen Manning Karen Marastica      Joe McCourt 
Bishop Robert Lynch Nancy Mesano        Beverly Smock 
Frederick Stagnaro   Maria Soule             Kayle Valencia 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 

We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank Michaud and Joel Klein. 
 
The men’s Christ Renews His Parish monthly alumni meeting will be Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 7 p.m. in the parish center. For 
information call Don Thornton at 727.459.5755. 
 

Report on major initiatives.  Last week the bulletin contained our parish’s financial report for the previous fiscal year.  (If you 
missed it, it is available on the parish website, in the bulletin for September 27, 2009).  In today’s bulletin is a spreadsheet that 
shows major pastoral & educational initiatives, as well as major capital projects for the years 1999-2008.  This shows many of the 
new projects and innovations that your generous stewardship has supported. 
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Our Lady of the Rosary.  Wednesday, October 7, is the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.  The school children will be praying the 
Rosary on that day in the Church at 8:15 a.m.  Everyone is invited to join them.  Meditating upon the mysteries of the Most Holy 
Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, may we imitate what they contain and obtain what they promise, through Jesus Christ Our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Free Florida Orchestra Concert in the Vinoy Park on Saturday, October 17, 7 – 9 p.m. with fireworks. Please come!   Bring 
canned goods for the homeless.  This event is sponsored by “Homes by Helen, Inc.” 
 
St. Vincent de Paul. St. Paul's has been known to be a parish that comes to the aid of those in need. You have done just that by 
contributing to the St. Vincent de Paul poor boxes to aid those in need in our community. Thanks to your contributions this last 
weekend we will be able to assist more of those seeking help. Together with your contributions and what the needy families 
contribute themselves, we will be able to pay enough of the utility bills to keep the power and water on, keep landlords from 
evicting and provide emergency assistance with food. Through you continued contributions and prayers, the St. Paul Conference 
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be able to support the St. Paul community through these tough economic times. 
 
 
Respect Life Acton Alert: The U. S. Senate Finance Committee has begun "mark up" of the Senate version of health 
reform. The U. S. Catholic Bishops Conference has issued an "action alert'” to contact members of the committee with the 
following message: "Please support the Hatch and Enzi Amendments on abortion funding and conscience rights." These 
amendments are designed to preclude the use of federal funds for abortions and safeguard conscience rights for medical workers 
who decline to participate in abortions. Florida Senator Bill Nelson is a member of this committee. You can contact Sen. Nelson's 
office by calling the Capitol Switchboard 202.224.3121.  Emails can be sent through the Senators' web sites at www.senate.gov,   
or through the Bishops Action Center at nchla.org/action.asp. 
  
Volunteer for Meals on Wheels (Monday) needed to deliver hot, nutritious meals to elderly persons unable to fix their own 
meals. Once a week, for about an hour (10:30-11:30 a.m.), a volunteer is needed. Call Diana Jordan at 727.821.8469 or email 
djordan48@tampabay.rr.com. 

 
 

Report on Major Pastoral and Educational Initiatives in our Parish 
 

Year MAJOR PASTORAL & EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES        MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
1999 Instituted twin parish relationship with St. Isidore, Haiti Installed handicapped bathrooms in church 

 Inaugurated RENEW 2000 Installed A/C and new windows in gym 
   

2000 First parish trip to twin parish in Haiti Renovated school offices & installed handicapped 
 Started a "Habitat for Humanity" ministry bathroom in school 
   

2001 Launched "Effective Fathers" Ministry New fencing around parish grounds 
 Inaugurated "College Age Young Adult" Ministry Renovated upstairs of parish center; created "Youth Room" 
 Added EC-3 Program to School  
 Started "Ambassadors" welcoming ministry  
 Renovation of parish office space  
   

2002 Inaugurated Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) Installed new A/C in parish center Blue Room & Chapel 
   

2003 Instituted daycare center for two-year-olds Installed modular building for daycare center 
 Inaugurated "Loaves & Fishes" ministry to homeless  
   

2004 Launched year-long celebration of 75th anniversary Resealed and re-striped parking lot 
 Inaugurated Knights of Columbus Council Renovated cafeteria 
  Renovated upstairs room over cafeteria for music & art  
   

2005 Launched parish capital campaign to fund church & Purchased church bus 
 school renovations & tuition assistance Renovated nursery to house expanded daycare 
 Expanded daycare program to include infants & toddlers Installed new windows in school & cafeteria buildings 
 Inaugurated Columbiettes  
 Launched "Just Faith" process  
 1st Medical Mission trip to Haiti  
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 Started monthly "new parishioner meetings"  
   

2006 Inaugurated "Financial Peace University" program Renovation of church interior 
 Hired FT "Resource Teacher" in school Renovation of grotto garden 
 Began nursing scholarship program in Haiti Converted school science lab to resource classroom 
   

2007 Inaugurated participation in "Living Eucharist," including Renovation of north wing of school 
 year-long seminar on "Eucharist: Source & Summit"  
   

2008 Inaugurated celebration of Year of St. Paul Renovation of south wing of school 
 Inaugurated 'That Man Is You!" men's program  
 Began joint youth program with Holy Family Parish  
 Began participation in Notre Dame's "ECHO" program  

 
Incorporated Partners With Haiti, Inc. 
  

Sacramental and Parish Information 
 

 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 

 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   


