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Jesus looked around and said to his apostles, 
‘How hard it is for those who have wealth 

to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
(Mark 10:23) 

 
          In today’s Gospel the man asks Jesus what he must 
do to inherit everlasting life.  Jesus responds, ‘Go, sell what 
you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.’   
          It was too hard a demand.  The man’s face fell, and 
he went away sad, for he had many possessions.   
          We, too, I venture to say, try to inherit everlasting life 
while yet holding on to our many possessions.  It’s so hard to 
let go of them. 
          But Jesus is a good teacher.  He teaches by personal 
example, not just with his words.  For you know the gracious 
act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sake he became 
poor although he was rich.  (2 Corinthians 8:9)  Though he 
was in the form of God, he did not deem equality with God 
something to be clung to.  Rather, he emptied himself.  
(Philippians 2:6-7) 
          Because it is so painful to part with our material 
security, there are very few Francis of Assisi types, who 
surrender everything all at once in imitation of Our Lord.  
Most of us put Jesus’ teaching on riches into practice only 
gradually.  
          One of the ways we get started is through our tithing.  
As we share with the church and the poor, in a systematic 
and consistent way, we find ourselves freer, filled with a 
desire to give more.  Paradoxically, we find ourselves feeling 
richer, less anxious, because we know that we are storing up 
the only possessions that last, treasure in heaven. 
 
 Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

 

Monsignor Gibbons’ 60th Birthday is next Sunday, October 
18th.  He is especially grateful to God for sustaining him in 
health so he could reach this milestone birthday.  Monsignor 
is also deeply grateful to our parishioners, who have carried 
him by their prayers.  He will greet parishioners in the 
cafeteria after all the Masses next Sunday.  Come enjoy 
birthday cake and other light refreshments. 
 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society expended $56,130.21 for the 
fiscal year ended September 30, 2009, for the direct benefit 
of the poor and needy right here in our parish neighborhoods.  
The economic hard times have greatly increased the 
sufferings of the poor and unemployed.  Please remember 
the Poor Boxes as you pass through the doors of the Church.  
To assist in this ministry, contact pennysimone@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                               Monday,       October 12 

7:00 a.m. Special Intention 

Tuesday,        October 13 
7:00 a.m. Peggy Aldrich 

 

Wednesday,   October 14 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Emily Lester 
Intentions of the Abraham / McPartlin Family 
 

Thursday,      October 15 
7:00 a.m. Intentions of the Blessed Mother 

Friday,           October 16 
7:00 a.m. 

 
Living and Deceased Members of the 
O’Brien and Thornton Families 
 

Saturday,       October 17 
     5:30 
p.m. 

Charles Knoop 

Sunday,          October 18 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m.  

Mary Lynn Coppins 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Bernard Misner 
Michael Bowles,  Dorothy Perkins, and 
Nelson Levia 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, October 4, 2009: 
 

267 Envelopes…….………………………...$      8,920.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      1,871.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      8,174.33 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$             0.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    18,965.58 

 

“Give to the poor 
and you will have treasure in heaven, 

says the Lord.” 
(Mark 10:21) 

 

Good stewardship includes generosity to the poor. 
A portion of each Sunday’s Offertory 

goes directly to assist the poor. 
 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

 High School. (St. Paul's Youth Room, Sunday nights, 7:00-9:15 p.m.) 
Sunday, October 11th, "Heroic Virtue"- What do Christian Bale, Bruce Banner, Claire Bennet, temperance, and fortitude have in 
common? Join us as we find out. Be prepared to have your superhero knowledge tested! 
Sunday, October 18th, Bonfire at St. Raphael's - We're going to join other teens from our diocese for a fun night at St. Raphael's. 
EVERYONE planning to attend this night MUST have a signed permission slip in order to go. The permission slip can be 
found on our website (http://obicyouth.catholicweb.com).  
 

Middle School. (Holy Family, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month, 6:00-8:00 p.m.) CORRECTION: Last week's bulletin said that 
our middle school group meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. That should have said the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays  of 
each month. Sorry for the confusion! 
Wednesday, October 14th - Welcome Back BBQ! All 6th-8th graders are welcome to join us. Rain or shine, we'll be at Holy 
Family celebrating the start of a new year. This will be a fun night you DON'T want to miss! 
 

Questions? Contact Katie at 727.822.3481 x 12 or katie@stpaulstpete.com). 
 

It is not too late for your child/children to participate in The Rite of Christian Initiation of Children. Our next session will be on 
Sunday, October 18th, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass, in the parish center.  These sessions are for children who are in 3rd grade, or 
older, who have not received the sacraments of Baptism or First Eucharist.  One parent must attend these sessions with their 
child/children.  Please call the parish office for more information or to register.    
 
That Man Is You!  Our men’s program continues each Wednesday morning in the cafeteria, beginning at 5:30 a.m. and 
concluding promptly at 7:00 a.m.  All men of the parish are invited. 
 
Opening for Part Time Child Care Assistant in the St. Paul Children’s Center.  For information or to apply for the position, 
contact Laura at 727.822.3481 ext. 18. 
 
The Fifth Annual Knights of Columbus Texas Hold'em Poker Tournament will be on Saturday, October 17 at St. Paul 
School’s Cafeteria.  Registration starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets prices are $35.00 per player in advance ($40.00 at the door). 
Spectator tickets are $5.00 in advance ($10.00 at the door).  There will be fantastic prizes for tournament winners along with food 
and beverages for all attendees! Proceeds will go to support charities of the Knights of Columbus.  Tickets are available in the 
parish office or from any K of C member. Information will also be on our website: www.stpaulstpete.com/kofc. 
 
 
 
 

       Please pray for the healing of the sick  
                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 

                   especially: 
 

Ann Biggins              Tom Carey          Jackson Crawford 
Ellie Gallaher          Dick Gardner       Tom Geary 
Marie Grilli             Jerry Howe           David Joinville 
John Keglovich Jim Kirby             Edna Knauf 
Michael Larson George Locascio  Anna Madden 
Gwen Manning Karen Marastica   Joe McCourt 
Bishop Robert Lynch Nancy Mesano      Beverly Smock 
Frederick Stagnaro   Maria Soule           Kayle Valencia 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 

We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank Michaud and Joel Klein. 
 

Free Florida Orchestra Concert in the Vinoy Park on Saturday, October 17th, 7 – 9 p.m. with fireworks. Please come!   Bring 
canned goods for the homeless.  This event is sponsored by “Homes by Helen, Inc.” 
 

The Men’s Christ Renews His Parish Retreat begins Friday, Oct. 23rd and ends Sunday, Oct. 25th. The renewal weekend 
provides an opportunity for individual spiritual growth through prayer and personal reflection. For information, contact Dennis 
Stajkowski 727.347.1290. E-mail: bankman@tampabay.rr.com. On-line registration: www.stpaulstpete.com in the Announcement 
and Event section. 
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Calling All Catholic Women.  Celebrate the Eve of All Saints with other Catholic women as the Lower Pinellas Deanery of the 
Council of Catholic Women gather for their Fall Conference.  Come and join the other women for fellowship, encouragement and 
fun and be nourished by a delicious lunch and an inspiring talk on the Eucharist given by Jackie Mallory. The Rosary and Holy 
Mass will also be a part of the celebration.  St. Paul Catholic Church Cafeteria -  20 Avenue North & 12 St. North – St. Pete 
Oct 31, 2009   -  8:45 a.m. – 2 p.m.  -  Register by Oct 24 
Lunch $12 per person. Checks payable to St. Paul's Columbiettes.  Send checks to Amy Michaud or drop them at the parish 
office. 
 

Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 
as of September 29, 2009 

 
Our parish’s assessment………….………….$169,022.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$52,401.98 
Number of pledges………………………………………297 
Average pledge………………………………..……$176.44 
 

Over 300 St. Paul’s families made pledges to last year’s Annual Pastoral Appeal.  Please prayerfully consider making a pledge 
or gift to the APA for 2009.  Envelopes for this purpose are in your monthly envelope packet, or you may pledge on-line at 
www.diostpete.com/apa 
 

Music Notes-Call for Musicians. The Music Department is in need of volunteers for two very important ministries: the "cantor 
corps" at St. Paul's could use at least two additional cantors to increase coverage for the Vigil Mass on Saturday as well as the 
traditional mass on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. If you can read music to some degree (fluency is not necessary) and have a pleasant 
singing voice, please consider joining this very rewarding ministry.  The Choir is busy preparing the music for both the 11:30 Mass 
on Sundays and the upcoming music for Christmas. We rehearse the Christmas music on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m., and prepare the 11:30 Mass on Sunday mornings from 10:15 a.m. until 11:15 a.m. Music reading is not required, 
but a good ear ability and a willingness to make a commitment to the group are important.  Please prayerfully consider sharing 
your time and talents with either of these two organizations that are so enriching in the life of St. Paul's parish. Contact our music 
director, Paul Dixon, at 727.345.6241 for further information. 
 
Do You Want to Read the Bible, But Don’t Know How to Begin?  If you have ever wanted to read the Bible, but did not know 
where or how to begin, then ‘A Quick Journey Through The Bible’ study is for you. This study makes reading the Bible not only 
easy, but exciting.  You will learn the major people, places, events and themes of the Bible—getting the “big picture” of salvation 
history. Perhaps for the first time in your life, you will understand the overview of the Bible story. This then makes your Bible 
reading and even the Sunday Mass readings come alive like never before. ‘A Quick Journey Through The Bible’ will be offered at 
St. Paul’s parish center starting on Monday, October 12, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Please RSVP to Bill Hallman at 
bhallman1@tampabay.rr.com or Mario Vitrano at mariovitrano@aol.com. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul. In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: “God, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then, come follow me.”  Have you considered answering the call to help serve the poor by joining the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul? 
 
The Year of the Priest.  Our Holy Father Benedict XVI decreed this.  With this in mind the Knights of Columbus is sponsoring a 
night of “Faith, Family and Fraternity” for all Catholics of the Diocese at Christ the King Catholic Church Parish Center on October 
16. The event starts at 6 p.m. and lasts until 8:30 p.m.  The parish is located at 821 S. Dale Mabry Hwy; Tampa, FL 33609.  
Complimentary refreshments will be served.   
 
Volunteer for Meals on Wheels (Monday) needed to deliver hot, nutritious meals to elderly persons unable to fix their own 
meals. Once a week, for about an hour (10:30-11:30 a.m.), a volunteer is needed. Call Diana Jordan at 727.821.8469 or email 
djordan48@tampabay.rr.com. 
 
The Legion of Mary invites you to join our weekly prayerful meetings on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. in the Parish Center Blue Room. 
 
Loaves and Fishes Toiletry Collection:  In addition to serving a meal every other month at the St. Vincent de Paul Center of 
Hope, Loaves and Fishes will begin collecting a couple of specific toiletry items each meal to help the Center's Drop In Shower 
Facility.  The Center opens each day to offer showers to the homeless, along with clean underwear and socks after showering.  
The Center is always in need of soap, deodorant, etc needed to maintain the facility. For the October meal, we will be collecting 
deodorant and toothpaste for the Drop In Shower Facility.  There will be boxes located at the entrance of the church during 
masses the weekend of October 17 and 18 to collect these items.  Thank you for helping us support the less fortunate in our city! 
 
Women’s Christ Renews His Parish Weekend is November 6 – 8 in the Parish Center.   All women of the parish 18 years of 
age and above are invited.  
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St. Paul School Annual Auction is November 14 in the gym.   The theme this year is “Art in the Park”.   Save the date and 
watch the bulletin for more information. 
 
The Diocese of St. Petersburg requires that all parish and Catholic school employees and volunteers entrusted with the care, 
responsibility, or supervision of children,     youth, or vulnerable adults comply with fingerprint policy for background screening.  
The Diocese has also established safe environment training programs for parish and school employees and volunteers.  Anyone 
who has been harmed by someone serving in ministry is encouraged to contact law enforcement, the Florida Abuse Hotline at 
800.962.2873, or the diocesan victim assistance minister at 866.407.4505. 
 
SPC is the Place to Be!  St. Petersburg Catholic High School invites all parents of prospective students to visit our campus.  
Take a tour, enjoy a breakfast break with our student body, and meet members of the administration and staff.  Tours are 
routinely offered on Friday mornings, but may be arranged to suit your schedule.  Please contact Sue McGough at 
smcgough@spchs.org or visit our website at www.spchs.org, to schedule a tour.  Experience the warm, family atmosphere and 
Baron Spirit.  See the difference for yourself! 
 
A Mass for Respect Life will be held in the Chapel of the Cathedral of St. Jude on Thursday, Oct. 15, at 7:00 p.m.  This Mass 
also marks the mid-way point for the “40 Days for Life” prayer campaign. 
 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is pleased to announce World Priest Day (WPD) on October 25th.  This coincides with Serra 
Club's Priesthood Sunday and is an opportunity to rejoice in the Sacrament of Holy Orders and celebrate the ongoing affirmation 
of our priests. 

Come visit The Mid Singles Group, and join good people, doing good things, and having lots of fun doing it!  We meet the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday of every month, at 7:30 p.m., in the Blessed Trinity fountain courtyard library. New members are always 
welcome. Call Hank at 727.867.8516. 
 
 

Sacramental and Parish Information 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by contacting the parish 
office, preferably before the arrival of the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or Catholic adults 
not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar program is offered for children 
from third grade through high school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two years of Catholic 
religious instruction before the reception of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have a child who is five or six 
years old, and is baptized, but not currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family Religious Education program, please 
contact Annamaria in the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  The preparation 
program is open to all ninth graders and above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   Contact the parish office for more 
information. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is expected 
to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at church 
whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic education for 
children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center provides quality day care for 
children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on the first Sunday of 
the month by attending the information meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  St. Paul’s parishioners strive 
to be good stewards of God’s gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent and treasure with the parish 
community.  Each household is expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the parish and its educational and charitable 
ministries by participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
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