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We do not have a high priest who is unable 
to sympathize with our weaknesses, 

but one who has similarly been tested in every way, 
yet without sin. 
(Hebrews 4: 15) 

 
          God in Christ, by becoming one with us in the mystery 
of the Incarnation, by assuming our human nature, by taking 
the form of a slave, has experienced what we experience.  
He understands our weakness, the stresses we face, the 
hardships we endure.  He lacked none of the afflictions due 
to hunger and thirst, sleep and weariness, sadness and 
tears.  (St Leo the Great)  Though he never sinned, he 
knows the strength of our passions and addictions and 
temptations.  
          Often when we see weakness and sin in others, we 
disdain and reject them.  Not so Christ.  Symeon the New 
Theologian, an early Church Father, reflecting on our text 
from Hebrews, wrote:  Nearly all reject the weak and the 
poor as objects of disgust; rulers turn away from them, while 
the rich ignore them and pass them by when they meet 
them as though they did not exist; nobody thinks it desirable 
to associate with them.  But God . . . has not disdained to 
become the father, the friend, the brother of those rejected 
ones. 
          I find great consolation in Symeon’s conclusion that 
God, despite our unworthiness, has chosen to become our 
father, our friend, our brother.   Instead of rejecting us, God 
gives us help.  In judging us, he is full of mercy. 
 
 Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Msgr. Gibbons’ birthday.  Everyone is invited to the 
cafeteria after today’s Masses, to celebrate Msgr. Gibbons’ 
60th birthday.  Come enjoy birthday cake and other 
refreshments. 
 
Last chance to register for the Men’s Christ Renews His 
Parish retreat (CRHP), which is set for next weekend, 
October 23-25.  You may register online at 
www.stpaulstpete.com or by calling the parish office.  You 
will never regret participating in this retreat.  It’s a time of 
prayer, reflection, Eucharist, and community.  Contact 
Dennis Stajkowski at bankman@tampabay.rr.com or 
727.347.1290 for more information. 
 
 

 

Congratulations to the following children who recently 
joined our faith through the Sacrament of Baptism: 

 

Lucas Thomas Mitchell Salvant  
Payton Irene Salvant    

Samantha Lynn Varga  
 

 
 
 

 
                               Monday,       October 19 

7:00 a.m. Ernest Metcalf 

Tuesday,        October 20 
7:00 a.m. Michael Maher 

 

Wednesday,   October 21 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Prayer for Vocations  
Sandra Ernst 
 

Thursday,      October 22 
7:00 a.m.  Pat Hiligard 

Friday,           October 23 
7:00 a.m. 

 
Prayer for Vocations 
 

Saturday,       October 24 
     5:30 
p.m. 

Richard Borders and Cecile Rossignol 

Sunday,          October 25 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m.  

Prayer for Vocations 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Leonard Bronikowski 
Joseph Halchak 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, October 11, 2009: 
 

276 Envelopes…….………………………...$      8,112.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      1,568.50 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      2,038.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$      5,417.20 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    17,135.95 

 

The Son of Man came to serve 
and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

(Mark 10:45) 
 

Stewardship is about service, 
about giving one’s life in imitation of Christ. 

 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School. (St. Paul's Youth Room, Sunday nights, 7:00-9:15 p.m.) 
Sunday, October 18th, Bonfire at St. Raphael's - We're joining other teens from our diocese for a fun night at St. Raphael's. 
Everyone must have a signed permission slip in order to go. The permission slip can be found on our website 
(http://obicyouth.catholicweb.com).  
 

Middle School. (Holy Family, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month, 6:00-8:00 p.m.)  
Wednesday, October 28th – Next Meeting 

Questions? Contact Katie at 727.822.3481 x 12 or katie@stpaulstpete.com). 
 

Feeling sick?  If you are feeling sick or you are at risk for infection during this flu season, you may wish to refrain from shaking 
hands during the greeting and the sign of peace.  A verbal greeting will certainly suffice. 
 

All Souls Envelopes are in your envelope packets and in the pews.  Please return them with the names of your beloved faithful 
departed by November 1st.  The envelopes will be placed on the altar throughout the month of November, beginning on 
November 2nd, All Souls Day.  It is a beautiful part of our Catholic tradition to pray for the dead, especially during November.  Just 
as Jesus died and rose again, so will the Father bring with him those who have died in Jesus. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Children. There is a session today, Sunday, October 18th, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass, in the 
parish center.  These sessions are for children who are in 3rd grade, or older, who have not received the sacraments of Baptism or 
First Eucharist.  One parent must attend these sessions with their child/children.  You may come today even if you did not pre-
register.    
 

Opening for Part Time Child Care Assistant in the St. Paul Children’s Center.  For information or to apply for the position, 
contact Laura at 727.822.3481 ext. 18. 
 

That Man Is You!  Our men’s program continues each Wednesday morning in the cafeteria, beginning at 5:30 a.m. and 
concluding promptly at 7:00 a.m.  All men of the parish are invited. 
 

St. Paul School Annual Auction is November 14 in the gym.   The theme this year is “Art in the Park”.   Save the date and 
watch the bulletin for more information. 
 

Senior Citizens Club  Meeting 
Blue Room, Parish Center 

Tuesday, October 20 
12:00-3:00 p.m. 

All members should bring a brown-bag lunch. Regular meeting with a guest speaker will follow at 1:00 p.m. 
Attorney Paul Nelson will speak about estate planning, trusts and elder law. Refreshments will be provided. 

 All seniors in the parish are invited.   
 

                         
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 
Ann Biggins              Tom Carey          Jackson Crawford 
Ellie Gallaher          Dick Gardner       Tom Geary 
Marie Grilli             Jerry Howe           David Joinville 
John Keglovich Carol Keller          Jim Kirby  
Chester Regeski  Michael Larson    George Locascio 
Bishop Robert Lynch  Anna Madden      Gwen Manning 
Karen Marastica    Joe McCourt        Nancy Mesano 
Beverly Smock Maria Soule         Mary Ann Teska 
Frederick Stagnaro  Kayle Valencia 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 
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We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank Michaud and Joel Klein. 
 

Calling All Catholic Women.  Celebrate the Eve of All Saints with other Catholic women as the Lower Pinellas Deanery of the 
Council of Catholic Women gather for their Fall Conference.  Come and join the other women for fellowship, encouragement and 
fun and be nourished by a delicious lunch and an inspiring talk on the Eucharist given by Jackie Mallory. The Rosary and Holy 
Mass will also be a part of the celebration.  St. Paul Catholic Church Cafeteria -  20 Avenue North & 12 St. North – St. Pete 
Oct 31, 2009   -  8:45 a.m. – 2 p.m.  -  Register by Oct 24 
Lunch $12 per person. Checks payable to St. Paul's Columbiettes.  Send checks to Amy Michaud or drop them at the parish 
office. 
 

Women’s Christ Renews His Parish Weekend is November 6 – 8 in the Parish Center.   All women of the parish 18 years of 
age and above are invited. 
 
Fourth Annual “Walk for Health in Haiti” is just around the corner and your help is needed!  Join “Partners With Haiti” on 
Saturday morning, November 14, as we walk to raise funds for the medical needs of St. Isidore, our twin parish in Haiti.  
Registration forms are in the church vestibule and on the St. Paul’s web site.  For more information, please contact Sonja 
Kahkonen ( 713.825.1677 or sonja.kahkonen@yahoo.com) or Loretta Stitt (727.642.5868 or lorettastitt@gmail.com) 
 
St. Paul Knights of Columbus Council #13657 are conducting a membership “Blitz” for the rest of October and the first 
weekend in November.  We are looking for a few good Catholic men who want to get involved in the Parish.  This year the 
Knights have already held a Clergy Appreciation Dinner honoring our clergy and religious.  We are now holding a Texas Hold’em 
Poker Tournament and are planning a Handicap Drive, Health Fair, and Fish Fry in February.  Our Golf Tournament for St. Paul 
School is in May.  A Chili Cook-off is planned for the spring.  Just ask a Knight about joining.  There will be a First Degree on 
October 28th in the parish center.  For more information call Terry at 727.824.8577 or Rich Haight, our Grand Knight.  

Parish Capital Campaign Update 
as of September 30, 2009 

 
Amount Pledged ………………...………….$2,312,594.20 
Amount Paid…………………………………$1,855,626.23 
Balance…………………………………….….$  456,967.97 
Number of families pledging….…………………...……673 
Average gift…...………………………………..…$3,436.25 
 

The campaign has been financing the renovations of our church and school buildings. 
With the funds now being paid, we are paying off the cash advance loan that financed the renovation of the south wing of the 

school. 
It’s not too late to make a pledge! Call the parish office or e-mail parishoffice@stpaulstpete.com 

 
Loaves and Fishes Toiletry Collection.  Boxes are located at the entrance of the church during Masses October 17 and 18 to 
collect deodorant and toothpaste for the St. Vincent de Paul Center of Hope Drop In Shower Facility.  Thank you for supporting 
the less fortunate. 
 
Music Notes-Call for Musicians. The Music Department is in need of volunteers for two very important ministries: the "cantor 
corps" at St. Paul's could use at least two additional cantors to increase coverage for the Vigil Mass on Saturday as well as the 
traditional mass on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. If you can read music to some degree (fluency is not necessary) and have a pleasant 
singing voice, please consider joining this very rewarding ministry.  The Choir is busy preparing the music for both the 11:30 Mass 
on Sundays and the upcoming music for Christmas. We rehearse the Christmas music on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m., and prepare the 11:30 Mass on Sunday mornings from 10:15 a.m. until 11:15 a.m. Music reading is not required, 
but a good ear ability and a willingness to make a commitment to the group are important.  Please prayerfully consider sharing 
your time and talents with either of these two organizations that are so enriching in the life of St. Paul's parish. Contact our music 
director, Paul Dixon, at 727.345.6241 for further information. 
 
Respect Life Action Alert.  Both Bishop Lynch's blog (dosp.org)  and the U S Bishops'  website,(nchla.org) warn that  none  of 
the health care reform bills now being considered by the U S House and the U S Senate contain language which would preclude 
greatly expanded  public funding of abortion, or the protections of conscience rights of  health workers who decline to participate 
in abortions.  The bishops urge all Catholics to contact their Congressional representatives. contact  Sen. Bill  Nelson. by calling 
the Capitol Switchboard , (202) 224-3121. E mail messages may be sent through the Senators web sites at www.senate.gov,  or 
through the Bishops Action Center at  www.nchla.org. 
 
Volunteer for Meals on Wheels (Monday) needed to deliver hot, nutritious meals to elderly persons unable to fix their own 
meals. Once a week, for about an hour (10:30-11:30 a.m.), a volunteer is needed. Call Diana Jordan at 727.821.8469 or email 
djordan48@tampabay.rr.com. 
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Teams of Our Lady, a faith sharing group for married couples, will be holding an information meeting at St. Paul's on Monday, 
November 2 at 7:00 pm in the Yellow Room on the second floor of the parish center.  This ministry helps couples grow together in 
the richness of marriage.  New teams are now forming, please come find out how this lay movement can help you and your 
spouse grow in faith and love for each other and our Lord. For more information, contact parishioners Andy and Carmen 
Needham,aham4drew@aol.com or 727.550.1249. There is also a website, http://www.teamsofourlady.org. 
  
        Green Team   
     The Family, the Human  

                    Community and the Environment  

Join members of St. Paul's Green Team on Saturday, Oct. 24, 10:00 a.m. - 10:25 a.m. for  “International Day of Climate Action” 
at Lakewood United Methodist  Church, 5995 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg.  For more information: 
http://www.350.org/node/8506 or email walt231@mindspring.com 

 
Nursery available.  Please note that a free childcare nursery is available every Sunday, during the 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
Masses, in the Parish Center.  The children’s center is located at the west end of the first floor hallway in the Parish Center.  
Experienced adult supervision is provided.  Check it out! 
 
SPC is the Place to Be!  St. Petersburg Catholic High School invites all parents of prospective students to visit our campus.  
Take a tour, enjoy a breakfast break with our student body, and meet members of the administration and staff.  Tours are 
routinely offered on Friday mornings, but may be arranged to suit your schedule.  Please contact Sue McGough at 
smcgough@spchs.org or visit our website at www.spchs.org, to schedule a tour.  Experience the warm, family atmosphere and 
Baron Spirit.  See the difference for yourself! 
 
New Life Ministry.  Diocesan support group for widowed, separated and divorced.  Monthly meeting Sacred Heart parish  center 
(80th Ave. and 46th Street North). Wednesday October 21st  at  7 p.m. Call Jeanette at 727.544.4167. There is a $2.00 donation at 
the door. Refreshments served. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Society helps the needy right here in our parish neighborhoods.  The economic hard times have greatly 
increased the sufferings of the poor and unemployed.  Please remember the Poor Boxes as you pass through the doors of the 
Church.  To assist in this ministry, contact pennysimone@gmail.com 
 
Transfiguration Catholic Church Outdoor Flea Market on Saturday, November 14, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.    4000 – 43rd Street 
North, St. Petersburg.  For information, please contact Roland Hamel at 727.526.7915. 
 

Sacramental and Parish Information 
 

 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  

Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
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Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 

participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   
 
    
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


