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Jesus said to Bartimaeus, 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 

The blind man replied to him, 
‘Master I want to see.’ 

(Mark 10:51) 
 

          In preparing to preach last Sunday, I read a short 
book by Fr Henri Nouwen, Can You Drink the Cup?  He 
meditates on Jesus’ question to James and John, “Can you 
drink the cup that I drink?”  (Mark 10:38)  Nouwen observes 
that the cup of life we are invited to drink is a cup of sorrow.  
Each person has innumerable sufferings, pains, hurts, 
”wounded pasts” and “uncertain futures.”  When we look at 
the world scene, he notes, we find an “even more 
frightening” picture of immense sorrow. 
          But, Nouwen continues, “The cup of life is the cup of 
joy as much as it is the cup of sorrow.”  He came to this 
realization through living and working with the severely 
handicapped at the L’Arche Daybreak community in 
Toronto.  “Somehow my life at Daybreak has given me eyes 
to discover joy where many others see only sorrow.” 
          Recently a teenage girl, a member of St Jude’s 
Parish, died in a boating accident.  After the funeral Mass, I 
called Fr Waters, the rector of the cathedral, to ask how 
everything had gone.  He said the whole experience had 
been a time of grace for himself and the people of the 
Cathedral parish.  They had mobilized to uphold and support 
the grief-stricken family.  Through this experience of 
solidarity in service and prayer, they had come to a deeper 
appreciation of their faith and of the immense blessing of 
belonging to a community of faith. 
          Such are graced moments, when our eyes are 
opened and we can “see the joys hidden in our sorrows.” 
 
           
 Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Msgr. Gibbons would like to thank everyone for the 
kindness and good wishes extended to him as he celebrated 
his 60th birthday last Sunday.   He said it was his “best 
birthday ever.”  
 

New Parishioner Meeting is next Sunday, November 1, in 
the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  Everyone new 
to the parish is invited to come for parish information and 
registration.  Current parishioners and staff members will be 
present to welcome newcomers and answer questions 
about parish services and activities.  These meetings are 
held on the first Sunday of every month. 
 
That Man Is You!  Our men’s program continues each 
Wednesday morning in the cafeteria, beginning at 5:30 a.m. 
and concluding promptly at 7:00 a.m.  All men of the parish 
are invited. 
 
 
 

 
                               Monday,       October 26 

7:00 a.m. Ethel Thompson 

Tuesday,        October 27 
7:00 a.m. Bernice Kreger 

 

Wednesday,   October 28 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Christopher Lancaster 
Tyler Pillion 
 

Thursday,      October 29 
7:00 a.m.  Mark Jacoby 

Friday,           October 30 
7:00 a.m. 

 
Scott Norman 
 

Saturday,       October 31 
     5:30 
p.m. 

Mary Lynn Coppins 

Sunday,          November 1 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m.  

Paul Jacoby 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Bernard Misner 
Mary Lynn Coppins 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, October 18, 2009: 
 

266 Envelopes…….………………………...$      9,155.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      1,746.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      2,038.00 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$             0.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    12,939.25 

 

The Lord has done great things for us; 
we are glad indeed. 

(Psalm 126:3) 
 

Stewardship is our response in gratitude 
for the Lord’s goodness to us. 

 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School. (St. Paul's Youth Room, Sunday nights, 7:00 - 
9:15 p.m.) 
Sunday, October 25th . "Thy Kingdom Come" - How many 
times have you been told NOT to do something? Probably 
more times than you can count! Believe it or not, some rules 
actually give you more freedom. Think that sounds absurd? 
Come hear what we have to say! 
Sunday, November 1st, "Who's YOUR Hero?" - "Shun 
youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, 
and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a 
pure heart." - 2 Timothy 2:22 
 

Middle School. (Holy Family Room 121, 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays of the month, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.)  
Wednesday, October 28th .  Are you prepared O.B.I.C's 
middle school youth group? Step outside of your comfort 
zone. Meet new friends. Play silly games. Eat delicious food. 
Laugh so hard it hurts.  See you there! 
Friday, November 5th, 7:00 -10:00 p.m. - Middle School 
Dance at Holy Family! 
 

Questions? Contact Katie at 727.822.3481 x 12 or 
katie@stpaulstpete.com). 
 
Feeling sick?  If you are feeling sick or you are at risk for 
infection during this flu season, you may wish to refrain from 
shaking hands during the greeting and the sign of peace.  A 
verbal greeting will certainly suffice. 
 
All Souls Envelopes are in your envelope packets and in 
the pews.  Please return them with the names of your 
beloved faithful departed by November 1st.  The envelopes 
will be placed on the altar throughout the month of 
November, beginning on November 2nd, All Souls Day.  It is 
a beautiful part of our Catholic tradition to pray for the dead, 
especially during November.  Just as Jesus died and rose 
again, so will the Father bring with him those who have died 
in Jesus. 
 
Opening for Part Time Child Care Assistant in the St. 
Paul Children’s Center.  For information or to apply for the 
position, contact Laura at 727.822.3481 ext. 18. 
 
St. Paul School Annual Auction is November 14 at 6:30 
p.m. in the gym. Tickets include beer, wine, non-alcoholic 
beverages, food stations, and dessert and are available in 
the parish and school offices.  Contact Cristin Dalessio at  
727.460.3718 for more information or to donate 
something for the auction.  
   
Columbiettes.  Are you interested in joining a dynamic, 
Catholic women's volunteer organization?  We are having 
an information meeting and First Degree 
Ceremony, Tuesday, November 2 in the parish center, 
at 5:45 p.m. before our monthly meeting.   FYI: You do not 
have to be married or related to a Knight of Columbus to 
join.  Please contact Malinda Larson Hill for information at 
727.526.5292 or ml850jh@aol.com.  
 
 

                         
                         Please pray for the healing of the 
sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 
Ann Biggins              Jackson Crawford 
Ellie Gallaher          Dick Gardner       Tom Geary 
Marie Grilli             Jerry Howe           David Joinville 
John Keglovich Carol Keller          Jim Kirby  
Chester Regeski  Michael Larson    George Locascio 
Bishop Robert Lynch  Anna Madden      Gwen Manning 
Karen Marostica    Joe McCourt        Nancy Mesano 
Beverly Smock Maria Soule         Marianne Teska 
Frederick Stagnaro  Kayle Valencia     Kay Sherman 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. 
We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving 
in our armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank 
Michaud, Joel Klein, and Steve Chadwick. 
 
Teams of Our Lady, a faith sharing group for married 
couples, will be holding an information meeting at St. 
Paul's on Monday, November 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the Yellow 
Room on the second floor of the parish center. (Date was 
changed from original November 2 date in last week’s 
bulletin.) This ministry helps couples grow together in the 
richness of marriage.  New teams are now forming, please 
come find out how this lay movement can help you and your 
spouse grow in faith and love for each other and our Lord. 
For more information, contact parishioners Andy and 
Carmen Needham,aham4drew@aol.com or 727.550.1249. 
There is also a website, http://www.teamsofourlady.org. 
 
Calling All Catholic Women.  Celebrate the Eve of All 
Saints with other Catholic women as the Lower Pinellas 
Deanery of the Council of Catholic Women gather for their 
Fall Conference.  Come and join the other women for 
fellowship, encouragement and fun and be nourished by a 
delicious lunch and an inspiring talk on the Eucharist given 
by Jackie Mallory. The Rosary and Holy Mass will also be a 
part of the celebration.  St. Paul Catholic Church Cafeteria -  
20 Avenue North & 12 St. North – St. Pete 
Oct 31, 2009   -  8:45 a.m. – 2 p.m.  -  Register by Oct 24 
Lunch $12 per person. Checks payable to St. Paul's 
Columbiettes.  Send checks to Amy Michaud or drop them 
at the parish office. 
 
Women’s Christ Renews His Parish Weekend is 
November 6 – 8 in the Parish Center.   All women of the 
parish 18 years of age and above are invited. 
 

Eucharistic Exposition and Adoration 
Thursday, November 5th, from 12 noon until 
3:00 p.m. in the church. Prayer is essential for 
the spiritual journey.  Come and spend 
whatever amount of time you can in the 
presence of the Lord.  The rosary will be 
recited at 2:30 p.m. and we will close with 
Benediction.  “Be still and know that I am 
God.”  Psalm 46. 
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Fourth Annual “Walk for Health in Haiti” is just around 
the corner and your help is needed!  Join “Partners With 
Haiti” on Saturday morning, November 14, as we walk to 
raise funds for the medical needs of St. Isidore, our twin 
parish in Haiti.  Registration forms are in the church vestibule 
and on the St. Paul’s web site.  For more information, 
contact Sonja Kahkonen at 713.825.1677, 
sonja.kahkonen@yahoo.com or Loretta Stitt 727.642.5868, 
lorettastitt@gmail.com. 
 

St. Paul Knights of Columbus Council #13657 are 
conducting a membership “Blitz” for the rest of October and 
the first weekend in November.  We are looking for a few 
good Catholic men who want to get involved in the Parish.  
This year the Knights have already held a Clergy 
Appreciation Dinner, a Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament 
and are planning a Handicap Drive, Health Fair, and Fish 
Fry in February.  Our Golf Tournament for St. Paul School is 
in May.  A Chili Cook-off is planned for the spring.  There will 
be a First Degree on October 28th in the parish center.  For 
more information call Terry at 727.824.8577 or Rich Haight, 
our Grand Knight.  
 
Grotto Engraved Pavers Update.  Thanks to all who have 
purchased Grotto engraved pavers.  We continue to submit 
orders two to three times a year.  Our next order will be 
submitted on November 8.  Paver order forms are available 
on-line or in the parish office. For those of you who have 
orders pending we appreciate your patience. If you have any 
questions, please contact the parish office. 
 
Music Notes-Call for Musicians. The Music Department is 
in need of volunteers for two very important ministries: the 
"cantor corps" at St. Paul's could use at least two additional 
cantors to increase coverage for the Vigil Mass on Saturday 
as well as the traditional mass on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. If you 
can read music to some degree (fluency is not necessary) 
and have a pleasant singing voice, please consider joining 
this very rewarding ministry.  The Choir is busy preparing the 
music for both the 11:30 Mass on Sundays and the 
upcoming music for Christmas. We rehearse the Christmas 
music on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00 
p.m., and prepare the 11:30 Mass on Sunday mornings 
from 10:15 a.m. until 11:15 a.m. Music reading is not 
required, but a good ear ability and a willingness to make a 
commitment to the group are important.  Please prayerfully 
consider sharing your time and talents with either of these 
two organizations that are so enriching in the life of St. 
Paul's parish. Contact our music director, Paul Dixon, at 
727.345.6241 for further information.  
 
The St. Paul Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul dispersed $56,130.21 to those in need in our parish 
community. Averaging about 12 volunteers (Vincentians), 
we put in over 1,259 hours throughout the year making 
1,051 home visits, helping 2,888 men, women and children 
living within the St. Paul parish boundaries. Thank you for 
your continued financial support of this vital ministry. In the 
current economic times, the need is great. If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer, please contact Penny 
Simone at 727.430.8964 or at psimone@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

as of October 20, 2009 
 

Our parish’s assessment………….………….$169,022.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$52,893.98 
Number of pledges………………………………………298 
Average pledge………………………………..……$177.50 
 

Over 300 St. Paul’s families made pledges to last year’s 
Annual Pastoral Appeal.  Please prayerfully consider 
making a pledge or gift to the APA for 2009.  Envelopes for 
this purpose are in your monthly envelope packet, or you 
may pledge on-line at www.diostpete.com/apa 
 

Haiti Box.  In the vestibule of the Church, one of the Poor 
Boxes is explicitly designated for our twin parish in Haiti.  
Since April 2007, the contributions to that box have totaled 
just over $7,700.00.  Those funds have regularly been sent 
to St. Isidore, our twin parish.  Those dollars are vital to the 
survival of our twin parish.  Thank you for your continuing 
generosity to our Haitian brothers and sisters in the faith. 
 
Christmas Greenery.  Spread Christmas cheer by sending 
friends and loved ones a fragrant, handcrafted Maine 
Balsam Wreath shipped directly to any address in the U.S.   
Cost is $35 and all proceeds benefit St. Paul Children’s 
Center. Sales will take place after all Masses the weekends 
of November 8th and November 15th.  For more information, 
contact parents Megan Watson Kramer at 
watsonma@eckerd.edu or Annette Lang at 
alang@carltonfields.com   Thank you for your support. 
 
Volunteer for Meals on Wheels (Monday) needed once a 
week, for about an hour, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Contact Diana 
Jordan at 727.821.8469 or  djordan48@tampabay.rr.com. 
 

        Green Team   
       

                      

Join the Green Team on Wednesday, Oct. 28, to view the 
ABC News Special, Earth 2100,  7-9 p.m. in the Parish 
Center Gold Room. "The scenarios in Earth 2100 are not 
a prediction of what will happen but rather a warning about 
what might happen. They are based on the work of some 
of the world's top scientists and experts, as well as peer-
reviewed articles from publications around the world."  Visit 
abcnews.go.com/Technology/Earth2100/ or email Mary-
Jane Smith at bsmith68@tampabay.rr.com . 

 
Do You Want to Read the Bible, But Don’t Know How to 
Begin?  Then “A Quick Journey Through The Bible” study is 
for you. This study makes reading the Bible not only easy, 
but exciting.  You will learn the major people, places, events 
and themes of the Bible—getting the “big picture” of 
salvation history. Perhaps for the first time, you will 
understand the overview of the Bible story. This then makes 
your Bible reading and even the Sunday Mass readings 
come alive like never before. The group meets every 
Monday in St. Paul’s parish center from 7-8:30 p.m. Contact 
Bill Hallman at bhallman1@tampabay.rr.com or Mario 
Vitrano at mariovitrano1@aol.com. 
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Sacramental and Parish Information 
 

 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   
 
    
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


