
NOVEMBER 8, 2009                                                                            THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME  



NOVEMBER 8, 2009                                                                            THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME  

 

 
 

The widow of Zarephath said to Elijah, 
‘Just now I was collecting a couple of sticks, 

to go in and prepare something for myself and my son; 
when we have eaten it, we shall die.’ 

(1 Kings 17: 12) 
  
          The widow of Zarephath (in our first reading) is willing 
to use up the last little bits she has in her cupboard, her 
handful of flour and a little oil, not to feed herself and her 
son, but to bake a little cake for the hungry prophet, Elijah. 
          Another poor widow----in today’s Gospel----puts two 
small coins worth a few cents into the temple treasury.  This 
was all she had, her whole livelihood. 
          The Letter to the Hebrews (second reading) contrasts 
the sacrifice of Christ with the sacrifice of the temple’s high 
priest.  The latter offers a sacrifice of blood that is not his 
own, whereas Christ offers his own blood, the unique 
sacrifice of himself. 
          Each of the readings thus presents an image of the 
willing giver, of someone who doesn’t hold anything back, but 
who gives all that he or she can possibly give, for the sake of 
others, without counting the cost.   
          The first and second readings, particularly, reveal that 
such generosity is fruitful.  For the widow, the jar of flour did 
not go empty, nor the jug of oil run dry.  Christ’s sacrifice of 
himself, his offering of his own blood, takes away sin and 
brings salvation. 
          From this we learn the paradoxes of stewardship.  
Givers are always givers, and they never run out.  They 
always find more to give.  And in giving they always receive, 
finding an abundance of joy, peace, and freedom. 
 
           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Priesthood Vocations Awareness.  Is there someone you 
know whom you feel God may be calling to the priesthood?  
If so, please encourage him to attend the upcoming Vocation 
Awareness Weekend at St. John Vianney College Seminary 
in Miami (November 13-15, 2009).  This weekend is open to 
high school juniors and older and it will provide a first hand 
experience of seminary life. Transportation will be provided 
and there is no charge for the weekend. For more 
information or to reserve a spot, please contact Fr. Len by 
email at spvocation@aol.com or call him at 727.345.3452. 
 (FYI - we will leave Friday afternoon about 4 p.m. and get 
back to Tampa/St. Petersburg Sunday evening around 6 
p.m.).  
 
St. Paul School Annual Auction is November 14 at 6:30 
p.m. in the gym. Tickets  are $45 including beer, wine, non-
alcoholic beverages, food stations, and dessert. They are 
available in the parish and school offices.  Contact Cristin 
Dalessio at  727.460.3718 for information or to donate 
something for the auction.  
 
 

 
                               Monday,        November 9 

7:00 a.m. Novena for All Souls 

Tuesday,         November 10 
7:00 a.m. Novena for All Souls  

Wednesday,    November 11 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Intentions of Mary Rizzo  
Prayer for Vocations 

Thursday,       November 12 
7:00 a.m.  Ann Bonner 

Friday,            November 13 
7:00 a.m. 

 
Joe and Fran Brennan  

Saturday,        November 14 
     5:30 
p.m. 

Bob Sulte 

Sunday,          November 15 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m. 

   
    6:00 p.m.  

Donald Multer and Elizabeth Marshall 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Living and Deceased Members of the 
Women’s Guild 
Intentions of the Webb Family 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, November 2, 2009: 
 

272 Envelopes…….………………………...$      9,414.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      3,050.00 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      8,166.33 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$             0.00 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    20,630.58 

 

A poor widow also came 
and put in two small coins worth a few cents. . . . 

‘She contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.’ 
(Mark 12: 42, 44) 

 
We are inspired by the example of the poor widow, 

to give and not to count the cost. 
 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School. St. Paul Youth Room, Sundays, 7- 9:15 p.m.  
 

Sunday, Nov. 8th, XLT @ St. Jude - We're meeting at St. Paul's at 5:30 p.m., going to Mass together at St. Jude, then XLT - 
Adoration, Praise & Worship, and a great talk.  All participants MUST have a signed permission slip to go! 
 

Monday, Nov. 9th, 7 - 8 p.m. "ND Vision" Information Meeting. Last summer we went to Covecrest, a Life Teen summer 
camp. This summer we're going to ND Vision (http://vision.nd.edu), a week-long experience at the University of Notre Dame that 
includes dynamic large group experiences, reflective small group time, profound liturgies, and excellent music. Speakers from all 
across the country will break open important themes throughout the week and help participants to relate them to their own lives.   
All high schoolers interested in learning more about ND Vision must attend this meeting with their parents. 
 

Sunday, Nov. 15th, "Serve and Protect"  - "I write to you not because you do not know the truth but because you do, and 
because every lie is alien to the truth." (1 John 2:21) 
 

Middle School.  Holy Family Room 121, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month, 6 - 8 p.m.   
 

Wednesday, Nov. 11th, 6 - 8 p.m. Are you up for a challenge? Join us for another exciting night! Bring your friends and be 
prepared to make new friends! 
 

Friday, Nov. 13th,  7 - 10 p.m, Middle School Dance at Holy Family! The cost is $5 and everyone is invited to bring a canned 
good to donate. Parents, we need your help! If you have completed Safe Environment training, we would love your help to 
chaperone the dance. Contact Katie if you're able to help. 
 

Questions? Contact Katie at 727.822.3481 x 12 or katie@stpaulstpete.com). 
 
Teams of Our Lady, a faith sharing group for married couples, will be holding an information meeting at St. Paul's on Monday, 
November 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the Yellow Room on the second floor of the parish center.  This ministry helps couples grow together 
in the richness of marriage.  New teams are now forming, please come find out how this lay movement can help you and your 
spouse grow in faith and love for each other and our Lord. For more information, contact parishioners Andy and Carmen 
Needham,aham4drew@aol.com or 727.550.1249. There is also a website, http://www.teamsofourlady.org. 
 
The men’s monthly Christ Renews His Parish alumni meeting is Tuesday, November 10, at 7 p.m. in the Parish Center. We 
celebrate our newest members Bill Hallman, Greg Schmidt, Ron Cray, Marc Peischl, Robert  Matthews, Stuart Burns, Creighton 
Shafer, and Frank Taillon Sr.  All CRHP alumni please come and welcome our newest brothers. Call Don Thornton at 
727.459.5755 for info.  
    

                         
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 
Ann Biggins              James Chesser   Jose Cortes 
Jackson Crawford Ellie Gallaher       Dick Gardner  
Tom Geary  Marie Grilli          Jerry Howe 
David Joinville John Keglovich   Carol Keller 
Jim Kirby  Michael Larson    George Locascio 
Bishop Robert Lynch  Anna Madden      Gwen Manning 
Karen Marostica    Joe McCourt        Nancy Mesano 
Robert Protomaster Chester Regeski  Beverly Smock    Mickenson Cenatus Maria Soule          Marianne Teska    
Frederick Stagnaro  Kayle Valencia     James Weaver   

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick, and Adam Brockway. 
 
Fourth Annual “Walk for Health in Haiti” is just around the corner and your help is needed!  Join “Partners With Haiti” on 
Saturday morning, November 14, as we walk to raise funds for the medical needs of St. Isidore, our twin parish in Haiti.  
Registration forms are in the church vestibule and on the St. Paul web site.  Two handcrafted items made by Haitian artisans 
will be raffled at the ‘Walk’.  Raffle tickets are for sale after each Mass today.  
For more info, Contact Sonja Kahkonen at 713.825.1677, sonja.kahkonen@yahoo.com or Loretta Stitt 727.642.5868, 
lorettastitt@gmail.com. 
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Christmas Greenery.  Spread Christmas cheer by sending friends and loved ones a fragrant, handcrafted Maine Balsam Wreath 
shipped directly to any address in the U.S.   Cost is $35 and all proceeds benefit St. Paul Children’s Center. Sales will take place 
after all Masses the weekends of Nov. 8th and Nov. 15th.  Contact Megan Watson Kramer,  watsonma@eckerd.edu or Annette 
Lang, alang@carltonfields.com.   Thank you for your support. 
 
 

The SHARE Food Program is a monthly volunteer-run cooperative – not a government or income-based program – just a way to 
save money on good nutritious food: meat, fresh fruit` and vegetables.  You order and pay at the beginning of the month, and pick 
up your food usually on the third or fourth Saturday.  Contact  Marian at 727.823.3802 or see her in the cafeteria Sunday, Nov. 8, 
from 8:30 – 11:00 a.m.    
 
New Eucharistic Minister, Lector and Altar Server schedules are now available on the parish website. This schedule begins 
on November 7th and includes the Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Masses.  Hard copies are available in the sacristy for 
those who don’t have computer access. 
 
 
 

        Green Team   
 

Turn off the lights! If a room goes empty for even a few minutes, turn the lights off and save energy. Install lights 
fixtures with automatic sensors to save money and  

energy! They can be used in lots of places, from outside floodlights to household hallways.  For more ideas: 
http://catholicclimatecovenant.org/ 
 
Confirmation for Adults  (high school graduate or older). 
If you are a practicing Catholic who has never received the Sacrament of Confirmation and you would like to be confirmed, 
we invite you to the following three sessions: 

Tuesday, January 12th 
Tuesday, February 2nd 
Tuesday, February 9th 

All sessions will be at 7p.m., in the parish center. Confirmation will be administered on Sunday, February 14th, at the 11:30 a.m. 
Mass. Please call Annamaria in the parish office for more information, or to register.   
 
Do You Want to Read the Bible, But Don’t Know How to Begin?  Then “A Quick Journey Through The Bible” study is for you. 
This study makes reading the Bible not only easy, but exciting.  You will learn the major people, places, events and themes of the 
Bible—getting the “big picture” of salvation history. The group meets every Monday in St. Paul’s parish center from 7-8:30 p.m. 
Contact Bill Hallman at bhallman1@tampabay.rr.com or Mario Vitrano at mariovitrano1@aol.com. 
 
Grotto Engraved Pavers Update.  Thanks to all who have purchased Grotto engraved pavers.  We continue to submit orders 
two to three times a year.  Our next order will be submitted on November 9.  Paver order forms are available on-line or in the 
parish office. For those of you who have orders pending we appreciate your patience. If you have any questions, please contact 
the parish office. 
 
Music Notes-Call for Musicians. The Music Department is in need of volunteers for two very important ministries: the "cantor 
corps" could use at least two additional cantors to increase coverage for the Vigil Mass on Saturday as well as the traditional 7:30 
a.m. Sunday Mass on Sunday. If you can read music to some degree (fluency is not necessary) and have a pleasant singing 
voice, please consider joining this very rewarding ministry.  The Choir is busy preparing the music for both the 11:30 Mass on 
Sundays and the upcoming music for Christmas. We rehearse the Christmas music on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 until 7:00 
p.m., and prepare the 11:30 Mass on Sunday mornings from 10:15 until 11:15 a.m. Music reading is not required, but a good ear 
ability and a willingness to make a commitment to the group are important.  Contact our music director, Paul Dixon, at 
727.345.6241.  
 
New mortgage program available through Housing Finance Authority of Pinellas County.  Could be your key to home ownership.  
Call 727.464.8210 or see www.pinellascounty.org/community/hfa. 
 
Health Care Debate.  The Catholic position on the health care debate, as enunciated by our bishops, includes the following 
points:  (1)  Reform should make quality health care affordable and accessible to everyone, particularly those who are vulnerable 
and those who live at or near  the poverty level.  (2)  Reform should include effective measures to safeguard the health of 
immigrants, their children and all of society, and provide a safety net for those who remain uncovered.  (3)  Reform legislation 
should exclude mandated coverage for abortion, and incorporate longstanding policies against abortion funding and in favor of 
conscience rights.  Parishioners are encouraged to contact members of Congress to show support for these points by calling the 
U.S. Capitol switchboard at 202.224.3121 or by contacting the members via www.house.gov or www.senate.gov. 
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Upcoming Retreats at the Franciscan Center. More than 15 programs and retreats are offered at the Franciscan Center on 
various topics during November and December.   The programs range from short, two-hour evening sessions to longer “day” 
retreats.  Some topics include:   COME AND SEE EVENING: Retreat in Everyday Life, SIMPLE PRAYER FOR BUSY PEOPLE, 
ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, SPEND LESS, GIVE MORE Alternative Christmas and Holiday Shopping Event, NEW YEAR’S 
EVE RETREAT, and more.  The Franciscan Center is located five minutes north of downtown Tampa on the eastern banks of the 
Hillsborough River between Columbus Drive and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. For more information please contact the 
Center at 813.229.2695, e-mail at francntr@tampabay.rr.com or on the web at www.franciscancentertampa.org.  
 
Volunteer with Catholic Charities helping refugee families resettle into the USA. We need assistance transporting families to 
appointments, helping them to find housing and employment, doing friendly home visits, picking up donations, and teaching them 
English. Contact Rosmer Mena, 813.631.4370 x 216 or rmena@ccdosp.org.  
 
Married Couples.  Marriage is a journey! A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend can help you enrich your marriage and add 
some pizzazz to your journey. The next available WWME weekend in this diocese is Feb. 5-7, 2010 at the Wimauma Convention 
Center. For information call 813.270.7832 or visit www.wwme-tampabay.org. 
 
Catholic Charities DOSP needs a devoted volunteer at our Busch Blvd. office to assist with the Adoption Search process.  This 
individual would be responsible for administrative duties and maintaining communication with clients in search of birthparents as 
well as clients in search of children who were placed for Adoption through Catholic Charities.  Training for this position is provided.  
Please contact Denise McKenna at 813.631.4393.  
 
New Life Ministry.  Diocesan support group for widowed, separated and divorced men and women. Monthly meeting at Sacred 
Heart parish center (80th Ave. and 46th St. No.) Wednesday Nov. 18th 7 p.m.  $2 donation at the door. Refreshments served. Call 
Jeanette at 727.544.4167. 
 

Sacramental and Parish Information 
 

 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
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