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Jesus said to his disciples, 
‘Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy 

from carousing and drunkenness and  
the anxieties of daily life, 

and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.’ 
(Luke 21:34-35) 

 

          Now that I’m 60 years old, carousing is no temptation 
for me.  Partying?  I prefer an early bedtime.  And I gave up 
drinking, even social drinking, some years back.  But I will 
admit that I fall prey to the anxieties of daily life. 
          All of us, I bet, are anxious about something or other in 
our daily life.  Maybe it’s concerns about work, about school, 
about relationships, about the family, about finances, about 
our career, about our health, about the future of the church 
or the country or the planet.   Sometimes it all seems so 
overwhelming that we find ourselves swept up in a frenzy of 
anxiety.   
          When our peace is so disturbed, we obsess about 
those concerns.  We become oblivious to everything else 
going on around us.  In such a state, we will miss the coming 
of the Son of Man, the coming of Jesus our Savior. 
          Advent is designed to be a time for slowing down, for 
catching our breath, for re-focusing.   We need to turn our 
focus from our anxiety-producing concerns themselves, and 
put our focus on how Christ is present in our life.  We will 
discover, paradoxically, that he is present right there in the 
midst of those concerns, giving us the grace and strength to 
stand erect and raise our heads.  That discovery will restore 
our peace and equilibrium and joy. 
 

           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Prayer for the First Week of Advent.  In your home, you 
may wish to have the traditional Advent Wreath on your 
dinner table.  This week, the first purple candle should be 
lighted before the main meal, and this prayer may be recited:  
O God, we remember with joy the promise of your Son.  As 
the light this first candle, may the blessing of Christ come 
upon us, brightening our way and guiding us by his truth.  
May Christ our Savior bring life into the darkness of our 
world, and to us, as we wait for his coming.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Advent Meditation Booklet.   The Advent booklets are 
available at the doors of the Church for our parishioners.  
Please take one per family.  This year’s booklet is entitled 
Mary’s Song: Reflections, Challenges, Prayers.  This is a 
wonderful aid for helping us focus each day on our spiritual 
preparation for Christmas. 
 

New Parishioner Registration Meeting is next Sunday, 
Dec. 6th, in the RECTORY.  Everyone new to the parish is 
invited to come for parish information and registration.  
Current parishioners and staff members will be present to 
welcome newcomers and answer questions.  
 
 

 
                               Monday,        November 30 

7:00 a.m.  Rosa Torres 

Tuesday ,         December 1  
7:00 a.m. Marvin Juza  

Wednesday ,     December 2  
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Clark Carnal 
Howard Taylor Sr. 

Thursday ,        December 3  
7:00 a.m.  John Ardini 

Friday ,             December 4  
7:00 a.m. 

 
Living and Deceased Members of the  
Metcalf and Zaloudek Families 

Saturday ,         December 5  
     5:30 
p.m. 

Anna Madden 

Sunday ,           December 6  
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m. 

   
    6:00 p.m.  

Donald Multer and Elizabeth Marshall 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Living and Deceased Members of the 
Women’s Guild 
Webb Family 

 

 

   

Is what I do after I say “I believe”…  
 
 

       Due to the ear ly holiday printing cutoff,  
the offertory information for the week of Nov. 22  

will be reported in our next bulletin.  
 

 

The Lord will shower his gifts, 
and our land will yield its fruit. 

(Psalm 84:13) 
 

The Lord gives us his Son, 
and our generosity expresses our gratitude 

for so great a gift. 
 

    Website  ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices .........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants ………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate ....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry ......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry ..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director ………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society  …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center ……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team ................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School ………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Min istry ……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School.  St. Paul Youth Room, Sundays, 7- 9:15 p.m.  
 

Sunday, Nov. 29  "Waiting in Joyful Anticipation"  - It's the First Sunday of Advent! Light that purple candle and come find out 
what the number 27, Google, Christmas shopping, and Jesus all have in common... 
 

Sunday, Dec. 6, "Apples to Apples" - "For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 
man's obedience the many will be made righteous." -Romans 5:19 
 

Middle School .  Holy Family Room 121, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month, 6 - 8 p.m.   
 

Wednesday, Dec. 9 th, Advent/Christmas Party! - Join us for a spectacular celebration! Bring your friends and be prepared to 
spread some holiday cheer! Things to bring: a wrapped present for our White Elephant gift exchange (must cost less than $10... 
be creative!); a gift for a child at All Children's Hospital; if your last name begins with A-L, bring a drink to share; if your last name 
begins with M-Z, bring a dessert to share. We will provide the main meal. 
 

Friday, Dec.  18th, Christmas Dance at St. Paul , 7-10 pm. Join us for our final dance of 2009! Suggested attire is "semi-formal." 
The cost is $5 and a canned good. Parents: We need your help! If you are available to chaperone, please contact Katie 
(katie@stpaulstpete.com or 727.822.3481 x12). 
 
Outreach Ministry.   Everyone in the crowd sought to touch Him because power came forth from Him and healed them all.   
Luke 6:19    The SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK will be offered at all the Masses on the weekend of 
December 5-6.  The front row pews will be the designated seating for all those who wish to take advantage of this opportunity to 
receive spiritual and physical strength through the anointing with the Holy Oils and the Laying on of Hands.  Anyone with any need 
for this healing is encouraged to receive this Sacrament. 
 And one of them realizing he had been healed, returned glorifying God in a loud voice.  Luke 17:15 
 
Plan ahead for holyday.  The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be celebrated on Tuesday, 
December 8th.  Masses will be in the church at 7 a.m., 8:30 a.m., and 6 p.m.  This is a holyday of obligation, and Catholics are 
obliged to participate in Mass on this feast.  Please come to honor Mary, Mother of God and our Mother.  O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you.  Amen. 

Advent Penance Services  

Monday, Dec .14, at Holy Family Church, 200 – 78 Ave. NE  
Tuesday, Dec . 15, at St. Paul Catholic Church 
Wednesday, Dec . 16, at Transfiguration, 4000 – 43 St. No. 

(All Penance Services are at 7 p.m.   
and include the opportunity for individual confessions.) 

Confessions heard regularly on Saturdays,4:30-5:15 p.m. 
                         
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick   

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 
James Chesser   Rita Dudley          Ellie Gallaher  
Dick Gardner  Tom Geary           Marie Grilli 
Jerry Howe  John Keglovich    Jim Kirby 
Bishop Robert Lynch  George Locascio  Karen Marostica 
Joe McCourt  Nancy Mesano     Chester Regeski 
Joanne Noppenberger Maria Soule          Peter Terrana   
Frederick Stagnaro  Kayle Valencia     Beverly Smock 
Mickenson Cenatus Ken Murray          John Venere 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 
 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military . We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick, and Adam Brockway. 
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Advent's Eucharistic Exposition and  Adoration  will be December 3rd (Thursday) beginning at 12 noon 
until 3:00 p.m. The rosary will be recited at 2:30 p.m.  Prayer is essential for the spiritual journey.  Pope 
John Paul II said in 1996, "I urge priests, religious and lay people to continue and redouble their efforts to 
teach the younger generation the meaning and value of Eucharistic adoration and  
devotion.  How will young people be able to know the Lord if they are not introduced to the mystery of his 
presence?  Like the young Samuel, by learning the words of the prayer of the heart, they will be close to the 
Lord, who will accompany them in their spiritual and human growth." St. Paul's school children join in 
adoration each month.  It is a blessing to see them respectfully enter the church and prayerfully visit Jesus.  
Use these three hours this Advent to lift our minds and hearts in conscious prayer for our parish, our priests, 
and our children and come to know, like young Samuel, the prayer of the heart. Be still and know that I am 
God.  Psalm 46    
 

 
Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009  

Diocese of St. Petersburg  
as of November 17, 2009  

 

Our parish’s assessment………….………….$169,022.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$54,863.99 
Number of pledges………………………………………317 
Average pledge………………………………..……$173.07 
 

Please prayerfully consider making a pledge or 
 gift to the APA for 2009.  

 You may pledge on-line at www.diostpete.com/apa 
 
 

A Bulletin from Sister Kathleen – Outreach Ministry  Here is an opportunity for you to connect at a deeper level with God’s 
loving presence in your busy life!  Come and see what God may be inviting you to experience in your day to day living. This is an 
appropriate time of the year – the Advent Season - an early preparation for Christmas before all the hectic shopping, decorating, 
etc. begins. 
 Be still and know that I am God.  Psalm 46    

Fifth Annual Day of Recollection  
The Franciscan Center in Tampa  

Located on the Hillsborough River  
Wednesday, December 9,  9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  

This refreshing day includes a continental breakfast, spiritual presentations, faith sharing, time for reflection, a delicious lunch, and 
peaceful walks on the grounds of the Center. Treat yourself for $35 (payable to St. Paul Catholic Church.) Register ASAP by 
calling the parish office.  For more information call Sister Kathleen at 727.822.3481 x17. 
 
Advent Video Presentations.    “Behold This Child”, is a video presentation of the Advent and Christmas narratives in the 
Scriptures.  Luke and Matthew’s gospels tell of Jesus’ birth, but each has its own purpose.  Come join the viewing and discussion 
of the Advent/Christmas story.  Jackie Mallory will facilitate these sessions in the Parish Center Blue Room:  Sundays, Dec. 4th 
and 20th at 11:00 a.m.;  Mondays, Nov. 30th, Dec. 7th, 14th, 21st at 10:30 a.m.  All adults are welcome.  Prepare the way of the 
Lord.  
 
It's not for everyone, nor for just anyone, but being a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul  – being a Vincentian – is for 
some. It is a special calling by God. St. Vincent de Paul said over and over again, Put on the Lord Jesus Christ. It was his way of 
saying, Imitate Jesus. A Vincentian attempts to put on the attitude of Jesus, who did not come to be served but to serve. (Mk 
10:45). As members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we put our faith into action. Briefly, the Vincentian vocation is the call of 
personal service to those in need. This vocation may be expressed in many ways and with different shades of meaning. Practical 
translation of faith into action, meditating upon it and adapting it to our changing world, is the very life of every Vincentian, the very 
life of the Society. Will you join us? Contact Penny Simone at  pennysimone@gmail.com or 727.430.8964. 
 
 Pilgrimage to St. John Vianney College Seminary .  To celebrate the Year for Priests, the diocese is sponsoring a one-day bus 
pilgrimage to the college seminary in Miami.  The seminary is named St. John  Vianney in honor of the patron of all priests.  The 
charter bus will leave St. Petersburg early on Tuesday, February 9, 2010, and return that evening.  Cost is $20.  Includes tour of 
the seminary, continental breakfast & lunch at the seminary, presentation by seminarians, Holy Hour & Mass.  For information call 
727.345.3452 or e-mail HLV@dosp.org. 
 
Feeling sick?  If you are feeling sick or you are at risk for infection during this flu season, you may wish to refrain from shaking 
hands during the greeting and sign of peace.  A verbal greeting will certainly suffice.  You should also refrain from drinking from 
the cup during Holy Communion. 
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St. Paul Catholic School  

Did You Know?  
         Do you think you know all there is to know about Catholic Schools?  Well, you may be surprised to learn some interesting 
little facts about St. Paul Catholic School.  Please look for our “Did You Know?” tidbits in the future Sunday bulletins. 
        Did you know that St. Paul Catholic School has a full time certified resource teacher?  Our resource teacher teaches math to 
students in grades 3-5 who qualify for accommodations or perform below grade level in math. These math classes are held in our 
beautiful “strategies” classroom for one hour a day and have a limit of ten students per class. 

 
Walk for Health a big success . The 4th annual Walk for Health in Haiti drew over 100 participants last Saturday morning for a 
brisk, enjoyable walk around Crescent Lake. The event was sponsored by: Pinellas County Podiatric Assoc;  Badcock and More 
Furniture; Shooz on Beach Drive; Pet Food Warehouse; and Gatsby’s Restaurant. The Haitian Art raffle winners were Suzanne 
Lash and Eunice Laborde. Everyone had a great time and we met our $10,000 fundraising goal. Thanks again, from our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti, to all participants and sponsors. 
 
Health Care Debate.  The Catholic position on the health care debate, as enunciated by our bishops, includes the following 
points:  (1)  Reform should make quality health care affordable and accessible to everyone, particularly those who are vulnerable 
and those who live at or near  the poverty level.  (2)  Reform should include effective measures to safeguard the health of 
immigrants, their children and all of society, and provide a safety net for those who remain uncovered.  (3)  Reform legislation 
should exclude mandated coverage for abortion, and incorporate longstanding policies against abortion funding and in favor of 
conscience rights.  The bill that passed the House of Representatives does prohibit use of federal funds for abortions.  Attention 
now shifts to the Senate.  To express support for the Catholic points on health care reform, contact Senators Nelson and Lemieux 
by calling the U.S. Capitol switchboard at 202.224.3121 or by contacting them via www.senate.gov. 
 
Confirmation for Adults   (high school graduate or older). 
If you are a practicing Catholic who has never received the Sacrament of Confirmation  and you would like to be confirmed, 
we invite you to the following three sessions: 
Tuesday, Jan. 12th , Tuesday, Feb. 2nd ,Tuesday, Feb. 9th 
All sessions will be at 7 p.m., in the parish center. Confirmation will be administered on Sunday, Feb. 14th, at the 11:30 a.m. Mass. 
Please call Annamaria in the parish office for more information, or to register. 
 
The Magnificat of St. Petersburg invites women of all ages to a prayer breakfast on Saturday, Dec. 5, from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
St. Jude Cathedral parish center.  Tickets are $7 and reservation deadline is November 30.  Call Nancy, 727.826.1707 or Ethel 
727.347.1242.  No tickets at door.  
 
  




