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The crowds asked John the Baptist, 
‘What should we do?’ 

(Luke 3:10) 
 
         Recently I was talking with a priest friend.  He told me 
that he’s been reading a biography of St. Dominic Savio, 
written by his mentor and teacher, St. John Bosco.  Don 
Bosco is the patron of youth and the founder of the Salesian 
Fathers, who administer St. Petersburg Catholic High 
School.  Dominic died very young, when he was not quite 15.  
He is the youngest non-martyr saint.  
          My friend said he is particularly inspired by the counsel 
Don Bosco gave to the young Dominic on how to achieve 
sanctity.   He told him, Do your work diligently; say your 
prayers devoutly; and, in all things, be cheerful.  My friend 
said he’s trying to live by this advice.  He added, “No more 
Mr. Grump.” 
          Don Bosco’s advice should hit home for all of us.  It is 
simple, yet profound.  It recalls us to our innocence.  It 
focuses us on God and others, rather than on ourselves.  If 
we follow it, our hearts will be ready to welcome the Savior. 
 
           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

Advent Blessing for the Home.  During this Third Week of 
Advent, you may wish to light three candles at the supper 
table as you begin your evening meal.  Here is a suggested 
prayer:  O Lord God, we are your people, and we look 
forward with joy to the birthday of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
May we celebrate the Feast of his Nativity with love and 
thanksgiving.  May the Spirit of Christ burn brightly in our 
hearts.  Help us to be peacemakers and true disciples of the 
Prince of Peace.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Pancake Breakfast with Santa sponsored by our Knights of 
Columbus is TODAY, Sunday, December 13th after the 7:30 
a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Masses.  Children $3.00; Adults $4.00.  
Photos with Santa: $3.00 printed while you wait.  CDs for 
$2.00 more.  Everyone is invited to this delicious breakfast in 
the St. Paul cafeteria. 
 
Last Day of St. Paul School Annual Book Fair is today, 
December 13th, in the cafeteria after all Masses.  These 
books make wonderful Christmas gifts. All proceeds benefit 
our school.     
 

 

Advent Penance Services 
 

Monday, Dec.14, at Holy Family Church, 200 – 78 Ave. NE  
Tuesday, Dec. 15, at St. Paul Catholic Church 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, at Transfiguration, 4000 – 43 St. No. 

(All Penance Services are at 7 p.m.  
and include the opportunity for individual confessions.) 

Confessions heard regularly on Saturdays,4:30-5:15 p.m. 
 

  

 
                               Monday,         December 14 

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Christa Wenker 

Tuesday,         December 15 
7:00 a.m. Esperanza Rivera  

Wednesday,    December 16 
7:00 a.m. 
8:15 a.m. 

Peggy Aldrich 
Sandy Ernst and Family 

Thursday,        December 17 
7:00 a.m.  Sandy Ernst 

Friday,             December 18 
7:00 a.m. Mary Rizzo 

Saturday,         December 19 
     5:30 
p.m. 

Bob Sulte 

Sunday,           December 20 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m.  

Intentions of Tom and Jeanne Campbell 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Colette and Dick Smith 
Intentions of Will and Rhonda Jacoby Family 

 

    

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Offertory total for Sunday, December 6, 2009: 
 

 

285 Envelopes…….………………………...$    10,033.25 
Loose….……..….………………….......……$      2,997.33 
AOP (debit)………….……........…..…..…...$      7,993.33 
AOP (credit)………………..……………..…$      6,077.50 
Total….…………………….……..….……....$    27,101.41 

 
 

God indeed in my savior; 
I am confident and unafraid. 

(Isaiah 12:2) 
 

We give generously and without fear, 
for we know God will answer all our needs. 

 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 

High School. St. Paul Youth Room, Sundays, 7- 9:15 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 13th, Christmas Party! Bring your energy & your appetite! All high schoolers are welcome to join us for our 
party! You don't want to miss out on our Christmas Raffle -- MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!! 
 

Middle School.  Holy Family Room 121, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month, 6 - 8 p.m.   
 

Friday, Dec. 18th, Christmas Dance at St. Paul, 7-10 pm. Join us for our final dance of 2009! Suggested attire is "semi-formal." 
The cost is $5 and a canned good. Parents: We need your help! If you are available to chaperone, please contact Katie 
(katie@stpaulstpete.com or 727.822.3481 x12). 
 
Year for Priests.  Pope Benedict XVI has asked the church throughout the world to observe a special “Year for Priests” (2009-
2010), to coincide with the 150th anniversary of the death of St. John Vianney.  You may have noticed the last few weeks a new 
icon in the church.  It conveys the image of St. John Vianney, universal patron of priests.  This icon reminds us to cherish the gift 
of the priesthood and to pray for our priests.  Lord, may your priests be holy, filled with the fire of your love, seeking nothing but 
your greater glory and the salvation of souls.  Amen. 
 
Pilgrimage to St. John Vianney College Seminary.  To celebrate the Year for Priests, the diocese is sponsoring a one-day bus 
pilgrimage to the college seminary in Miami.  The seminary is named St. John  Vianney in honor of the patron of all priests.  The 
charter bus will leave St. Petersburg early on Tuesday, February 9, 2010, and return that evening.  Cost is $20.  Includes tour of 
the seminary, continental breakfast & lunch at the seminary, presentation by seminarians, Holy Hour & Mass.  For information call 
727.345.3452 or e-mail HLV@dosp.org. 
 

 

Congratulations to the following children who recently joined our faith through the Sacrament of Baptism: 
 

Brody Il er Clark  
Brady Thomas Moyer  
Robert Michael Martin  

Christopher Andrew Mason  
Christian Ryan Borden  

 

 
Advent Video Presentations.   “Behold This Child”, is a video presentation of the Advent and Christmas narratives in the 
Scriptures.  Luke and Matthew’s gospels tell of Jesus’ birth, but each has its own purpose.  Come join the viewing and discussion 
of the Advent/Christmas story.  Jackie Mallory will facilitate these sessions in the Parish Center Blue Room:  Sunday, Dec. 20th at 
11:00 a.m.;  Mondays, Dec. 14th, 21st at 10:30 a.m.  All adults are welcome.  Prepare the way of the Lord.  
 
                         
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 
Jenna Burnette  Jane Carter          James Chesser 
Mickenson Cenatus Sr. Mary Croghan Rita Dudley  
David Fitz  Ellie Gallaher        Dick Gardner  
Marie Grilli  Jerry Howe           John Keglovich 
Jim Kirby    Aloyse Larson      Geoffrey Lewis 
Bishop Robert Lynch  Karen Marostica   Joe McCourt  
Nancy Mesano    Ken Murray           Chester Regeski 
Joanne Noppenberger James Schmalz    Terry Shannon 
Lois Smith  Beverly Smock      Maria Soule  
Frederick Stagnaro Peter Terrana        Kayle Valencia  
John Venere 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick, and Adam Brockway. 
 



DECEMBER 13, 2009                                                                            THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Seniors Christmas Meeting is Tuesday, December 15th in the Parish Center Blue Room from noon until 3 p.m.  All seniors 
Welcome!  

 

Women's CRHP Alumni Christmas Party.  Calling all Women's CRHP Alumni! Visit old friends and make some new ones at 
the 2nd Annual Women's CRHP Alumni Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 16th at 7 p.m. in the Cafeteria.  Bring a dish to 
share and BYOB.  Also bring a wrapped gift for the White Elephant Gift Exchange ($10 limit) - be creative!  Last year's exchange 
was so much fun!  We are also taking canned and non-perishable food donations to benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  Any 
questions or to RSVP, please contact Lori Russell at prussell9@tampabay.rr.com, 727.525.1936 or Jeanne Smith at 
jms@dosp.org , 727.251.0003.  Please RSVP by Monday, December 14th.  Can't wait to see you there! 

 
 

Mass Schedule for Christmas and New Year’s 
 

The Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Eve  —  Thursday, December 24 

       4:00 p.m.    Vigil Mass  (Mr. Paul Dixon, Organist) 
       6:00 p.m.    Vigil Mass   (Contemporary Music Group) 
     11:15 p.m.    Musical Prelude  (Adult Choir) 
     12:00 a.m.    Midnight Mass   (Adult Choir) 

 

Christmas Day  —  Friday, December 25 
       9:00 a.m.    Mass  (Folk Group) 
     11:00 a.m.    Mass  (Adult Choir) 

(No evening Mass on Christmas Day) 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
(Holyday of Obligation) 

        5:30 p.m.    Thursday, December 31 – Vigil Mass  
      10:00 a.m.    Friday, January 1 – Mass   
 

 
Being a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul – being a Vincentian – is a special calling by God. St. Vincent de Paul 
said, Put on the Lord Jesus Christ. It was his way of saying, Imitate Jesus. A Vincentian attempts to put on the attitude of Jesus, 
who did not come to be served but to serve. (Mk 10:45). As members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we put our faith into 
action. Briefly, the Vincentian vocation is the call of personal service to those in need. This vocation may be expressed in many 
ways. Practical translation of faith into action, meditating upon it and adapting it to our changing world, is the very life of every 
Vincentian, the very life of the Society. Will you join us? Contact Penny Simone at  pennysimone@gmail.com or 727.430.8964. 
 
Nursery available.  Please note that a free childcare nursery is available every Sunday, during the 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
Masses, in the Parish Center.  The children’s center is located at the west end of the first floor hallway in the Parish Center.  
Experienced adult supervision is provided.  Check it out! 
 

 
 
Toiletries for the Homeless. St. Paul Girl Scout troops are collecting toiletries for residents of the St. Vincent de Paul Center of 
Hope.  These items are needed: shampoo soap, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, chapstick, hand/body lotion, men’s white 
socks and underwear, women’s feminine supplies, any other toiletry items including samples.  Please drop off items in the bins at 
the church entrances and in the school by December 15th.   
 
Confirmation for Adults  (high school graduate or older). 
If you are a practicing Catholic who has never received the Sacrament of Confirmation and you would like to be confirmed, 
we invite you to the following three sessions: 

Tuesday, Jan. 12th 
Tuesday, Feb. 2nd 
Tuesday, Feb. 9th 

All sessions will be at 7 p.m., in the parish center. Confirmation will be administered on Sunday, Feb. 14th, at the 11:30 a.m. Mass. 
Please call Annamaria in the parish office for more information, or to register.
******************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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 St. Paul Giving Tree 2009 
 

  Sponsored by St. Paul Parish and the 
             St. Paul Conference of The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

 
St. Paul’s continues the tradition of the Giving Tree as a way to spread the spirit of 
giving during the holiday season.   
 

You can participate by taking a tag from any of the Giving trees located in the front 
or back of the church.  Each tag represents a gift request for either a needy child or a 
needy adult that lives within our parish boundaries. 
 

There are gift tags for the following: 
Specific gifts for children, boys and girls 

Walmart or Target Gift Cards 
Gifts for adults 

 
 

Please return the requested gift, wrapped, with the tag attached, by Sunday, December 20th. 
Boxes will be located at each tree.  Gifts will be distributed to the needy families  

by St. Paul Vincentians on Monday morning, December 21. 
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Sacramental and Parish Information 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   
 
    
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


