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‘Father, 
help us to live as the holy family, 

united in respect and love.’ 
(Opening Prayer, Feast of the Holy Family) 

 

          The new commandment that the Our Savior Jesus 
Christ brings us is love one another.  This love is intended to 
be a universal love, extending way beyond the boundary of 
our own nuclear families.  If we are to love one another as 
Christ has loved us, our love must extend to the stranger, 
the foreigner, the hungry and thirsty, the prisoner, the sick, 
and even to our enemies. 
          In his book What is the Point of Being a Christian?, Fr. 
Timothy Radcliffe, OP, shares this compelling tale: 
 

One day a rabbi asked his students, ‘How 
can you tell that night has ended and the 
day is returning?’  One student suggested, 
‘When you can see clearly that an animal 
in the distance is a lion and not a leopard.’  
‘No,’ said the rabbi.  Another said, ‘When 
you can tell that a tree bears figs and not 
peaches?’  ‘No,’ said the rabbi, ‘it is when 
you can look on the face of another person 
and see that woman or man is your sister 
or brother.  Because until you are able to 
do so, no matter what time of day it is, it is 
still night. 

 

          With the dazzling glory of the Lord shining around us in 
this Christmas Season, we come to see clearly who is our 
family. 
 
           Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons, Pastor 
 

********* 
 

New Parishioner Registration Meeting is next Sunday, 
January 3rd, in the rectory, the building directly south of the 
church.  Everyone new to the parish is invited to come for 
parish information and registration.  Current parishioners and 
staff members will be present to welcome newcomers and 
answer questions.  
 
Confirmation preparation for ninth graders and older will 
begin with an Orientation Session on Sunday, January 10th at 
12:30 p.m. in the Parish Center Blue Room. The registration 
form can be found on the parish website or picked up in the 
parish office. Contact Katie Muller at 727.822.3481  or 
katie@stpaulstpete.com with questions. 
 

 

Mass Schedule for New Year’s 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
(Holyday of Obligation) 

 

        5:30 p.m.    Thursday, December 31 – Vigil Mass  
      10:00 a.m.    Friday, January 1 – Mass   
 

 
   

 
                               Monday,         December 28 

7:00 a.m. Jack Diller 

Tuesday,         December 29 
7:00 a.m. Dorothy Wood  

Wednesday,    December 30 
7:00 a.m. Marian Bunce 

Thursday,        December 31 
7:00 a.m. 

 5:30 p.m. 
Peggy Aldrich 
For World Peace 

Friday,             January 1 
10:00 a.m. For World Peace 

Saturday,         January 2 
     5:30 
p.m. 

Estelle LaBombard 

Sunday,           January 3 
  7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
   11:30 a.m.   
    6:00 p.m.  

Melinda Stewart Harder 
Intentions of St. Paul Parishioners 
Leonard Bronikowski 
Intentions of the Webb Family 

 

 

   

Is what I do after I say “I believe”… 
 

Due to the early holiday printing cutoff,  
the offertory information for the week of Dec. 20  

will be reported in our next bulletin. 
 

 

Thank you for your 
tremendous generosity to the parish 

at Christmas! 
 

Please remember St. Paul’s Church and School 
in your estate planning. 

 

    Website ….……………………….….………stpaulstpete.com 
    Parish Offices.........…………………....………727-822-3481 
    Admin. Assistants………..Charie Wassmer & Mary Carney    
    Pastoral Associate....………….………Annamaria Dickhaus 
    Outreach Ministry......….….…..Sr. Kathleen Stagnaro, OSF 
    Youth Ministry..........……… …….……Katie Muller…ext. 12 
    Organist & Choir Director………………………..Paul Dixon 
    St. Vincent de Paul Society …………..…….………..ext. 50 
    Children’s Center……………..….….…Laura Seyss..ext. 18 
    Prayer Team................727-894-8846 or jhdmary@aol.com                  
    School………………………Mrs. Elizabeth Fulham, Principal 
                                                                         727-823-6144 
    Counseling Ministry……….……..….Mary Ann Holtz, LMHC 
                                                                         727-327-5045 
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                                  YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

                       
 
 

FREE Matt Maher Concert!  Matt Maher - a Catholic singer/songwriter - will be at St. Jude on Saturday, January 9th at 7p.m. 
We will be bringing middle & high school students to this concert event. Family & friends are welcome to join us! If you are 
interested in coming with our group, please email Katie (katie@stpaulstpete.com) by Thursday, December 31st. 
 

High School. St. Paul Youth Room, Sundays, 7- 9:15 p.m. 
 

NO MEETING!  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Middle School.  Holy Family Room 121, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month, 6 - 8 p.m.   
 

NO MEETING!  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

 
2010 Calendars are available at the church doors.  One per family, please. 
 
The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving honoring all couples throughout the diocese who will celebrate their silver anniversary, or 50 
or more years of marriage during 2010, will take place at St. Jude Cathedral on Sunday, February 28th, at 3:00 p.m.  A reception 
with light hors d’oeuvres will follow.  You must pre-register by contacting the parish office no later than Monday, February 1. 
 
Year for Priests.  Pope Benedict XVI has asked the church throughout the world to observe a special “Year for Priests” (2009-
2010), to coincide with the 150th anniversary of the death of St. John Vianney.  You may have noticed the last few weeks a new 
icon in the church.  It conveys the image of St. John Vianney, universal patron of priests.  This icon reminds us to cherish the gift 
of the priesthood and to pray for our priests.  Lord, may your priests be holy, filled with the fire of your love, seeking nothing but 
your greater glory and the salvation of souls.  Amen. 
 
January Eucharistic Exposition and Adoration. 
January 7th will be our first Eucharistic Exposition for 2010. We are taking this opportunity to dedicate the three hours of Adoration 
for our priests to pray for them.  In this “Year of the Priest”, we will remember and pray for those priests who have been nurtured 
at St. Paul’s and continue to serve the Lord.  We will especially pray for Reverend Jim Jones, OFM, Reverend James Johnson, 
Reverend Joseph Waters, and for those who have died, Msgr. John McNulty and Reverend Gerard Murphy.  Our own special 
priests, Msgr. Robert Gibbons and Reverend Bob Gangolu will be prayed for in a special way.  This year of prayer is focused on 
the desire that all priests strive for “spiritual perfection.” Join us January 7th from 12 noon until 3:00 p.m. in prayer. The rosary will 
be recited at 2:30 p.m. Prayer is essential for the spiritual journey.       
 
 
 
                         
                         Please pray for the healing of the sick  

                        and the consolation of the afflicted, 
                   especially: 

 

Jenna Burnette  Jane Carter          James Chesser 
Mickenson Cenatus Sr. Mary Croghan Rita Dudley  
David Fitz  Ellie Gallaher        Dick Gardner  
Marie Grilli  Jerry Howe           John Keglovich 
Jim Kirby    Aloyse Larson      Geoffrey Lewis 
Bishop Robert Lynch  Karen Marostica   Joe McCourt  
Nancy Mesano    Ken Murray           Chester Regeski 
Joanne Noppenberger James Schmalz    Terry Shannon 
Lois Smith  Beverly Smock      Maria Soule  
Frederick Stagnaro Kayle Valencia      John Venere 
Eva Chin Fatt Courtney Carter    Joan Gerardo 
Martha Maddux 
 

If you would like to add a name to this list, 
 please contact the parish office. 

 

 
We Remember our Loved Ones Serving in the Military. We ask your prayers for all of the men and women serving in our 
armed forces at home and overseas, especially Hank Michaud, Joel Klein, Steve Chadwick, and Adam Brockway. 
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Past Grand Knight & Columbiette Appreciation Dinner to honor our Past Grand Knight Mike Meza and Columbiettes Past 
Presidents Mary Rachel Dudley and Malinda Hill. Dinner is Saturday, January 9th.  Cocktails and appetizers at 6:30 p.m. with 
dinner served at 7:00 p.m.  As this is a catered meal, all tickets must be purchased in advance.  Options (selected when tickets 
are purchased):  
Pork St. Tammany: Pork loin stuffed with wild rice, sautéed vegetables, herbs and spices covered with bacon and an apricot 
glaze, served on a bed of wild rice with a side of green bean bundles;  - or - 
Vegetarian Option:  Grilled portabella mushroom with boursin cheese, layered seasonal fresh grilled vegetables with wild rice and 
green bean bundles. 
Tickets are $13 per person and are available in the Parish office and council meetings.   For more information, contact Richard 
Haight Jr. at rhaight@tampabay.rr.com. 

 
 
 

 
Annual Pastoral Appeal 2009 

Diocese of St. Petersburg 
as of December 8, 2009 

 
Our parish’s assessment………….………….$169,022.00 
Total pledged……………………………………$55,922.00 
Number of pledges………………………………………328 
Average pledge………………………………..……$170.49 
 

Please prayerfully consider making a pledge or 
 gift to the APA for 2009.  

 You may pledge on-line at www.diostpete.com/apa 
 

 
 

 
 
Confirmation for Adults  (high school graduate or older). 
If you are a practicing Catholic who has never received the Sacrament of Confirmation and you would like to be confirmed, 
we invite you to the following three sessions: 

Tuesday, Jan. 12th 
Tuesday, Feb. 2nd 
Tuesday, Feb. 9th 

All sessions will be at 7 p.m., in the parish center. Confirmation will be administered on Sunday, Feb. 14th, at the 11:30 a.m. Mass. 
Please call Annamaria in the parish office for more information, or to register. 
 
Pilgrimage to St. John Vianney College Seminary.  To celebrate the Year for Priests, the diocese is sponsoring a one-day bus 
pilgrimage to the college seminary in Miami.  The seminary is named St. John  Vianney in honor of the patron of all priests.  The 
charter bus will leave St. Petersburg early on Tuesday, February 9, 2010, and return that evening.  Cost is $20.  Includes tour of 
the seminary, continental breakfast & lunch at the seminary, presentation by seminarians, Holy Hour & Mass.  For information call 
727.345.3452 or e-mail HLV@dosp.org. 
 
 Being a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul – being a Vincentian – is a special calling by God. As members of the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we put our faith into action. Briefly, the Vincentian vocation is the call of personal service to those 
in need. This vocation may be expressed in many ways. Practical translation of faith into action, meditating upon it and adapting it 
to our changing world, is the very life of every Vincentian, the very life of the Society. Will you join us? Contact Penny Simone at  
pennysimone@gmail.com or 727.430.8964. 
 
Join our “I Parent Workshop” on Tuesday January 5th  from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at  the Catholic Charities office, 2021 E. Busch 
Blvd. Tampa 33612. Help open the lines of communication with your teens and keep that conversation going. For more 
information, contact Mark Bromley (813.997.4983;   mbromley@pccpc.net) or Jacqueline Bromley (813.600.5177; 
jbromley@ccdosp.org) 
 
Save the Date! Havana Nights, Baron Gala 2010 – St. Petersburg Catholic High School Gala and Auction Dinner is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 6, 6:30 p.m., at the Don Bosco Auditorium on the School Campus. You will enjoy a delicious Latin dinner with 
live entertainment, Silent and Live Auction, Cuban Cigar Rolling, drawing for a Grand Door Prize, and much more! For more 
information contact Anne Marie Mancuso at 727.344.4065 or Vivi Iglesias at 727.687.4964 or visit www.spchs.org. Thank you for 
your support of St. Petersburg Catholic High School! 
 
St. John’s Adult Education & Bible Study  beginning January 12th & 13th  Jeff Cavin's The Bible Time Line.  Daytime sessions 
will be on Tuesday mornings from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Evening sessions will be on Wednesday's from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  This 8-
session study is designed to provide an understanding of salvation history from Genesis through the resurrection of Christ and the 
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establishment of the Catholic Church. Cost is $20 for materials. To sign-up, email fboyle@sjvcc.com by Jan. 5th or call 
727.360.1147 x201 

 Thank you!  Columbiettes want to thank all the parishioners who purchased Poinsettia Plants during our annual sale.  Thanks to 
your generosity the Columbiettes are able to continue our good works for the Parish and community.  St. Paul's homebound 
parishioners appreciate your poinsettia to brighten their Christmas holiday.  The church and altar are decorated in memory of 
loved ones: 

Andrea & Anna Blaskovich, Daniel Barlow 

Lillian Ferguson 

Bram Dericks, Grandma Dericks 

Dr & Mrs L.W. Swestka 

Angelina Dasti , John A Dasti 

Toni Barnes, Ginny Kirschner 

The Filancia Family 

Nanny & Poppy Muley 

Malcolm Driver 

Doris Davison 

McNally &  Burford Families 

Flood, Larson & Hill families 

Norman Heagerty, Jr. 

Robert H Niblock, Margaret C Niblock, Donald G Elliot 

Mitchel Goff 

Mary Farmer & Louis Rominsk 

Margaret Litton 

The Lawler & Ganert Families 

Patrick Brett 

Francesca Martino 

Bernard Misner 

John O'Neill & Peter O'Neill 

Zoilo Praxides 

Charles & Irene O'Rourke 

Erna Adamo 

Howard Wagner 

Margaret Macking 

Carmen & Angel Perez 

Michael Saluga, Sr, Emma Kocher, Arthur Ruemmaley 

Howard Calhoon & Joan Schmiedelke 

Celes P Bergdor, Josepina Bergdor, Pablo Bergdor 

Frences Simone, Gloria Standridge 

Robert Bradshaw 

Harold C. Taylor, Sr. 

Susan Diebold 

Catherine Reuter, Mike Carvill 

Edna & Stella Zazzero 

JoaQuin Ramon Ybanez 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Divito 

Richard Mallory 

Loretta LaDue 

Ena McQuestern 
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Sacramental and Parish Information 
 
Sacrament of Baptism:  A parent, who is a practicing 
Catholic, should prepare for the Baptism of a child by 
contacting the parish office, preferably before the arrival of 
the child. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  This 
program prepares adults interested in becoming Catholic, or 
Catholic adults not yet confirmed, for the sacraments of 
initiation or reception into the Church at Easter.  A similar 
program is offered for children from third grade through high 
school.  Contact the parish office. 
 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 
Diocesan sacramental guidelines require a minimum of two 
years of Catholic religious instruction before the reception of 
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  If you have 
a child who is five or six years old, and is baptized, but not 
currently a student in a Catholic School or the Family 
Religious Education program, please contact Annamaria in 
the parish office.  
  
Sacrament of Confirmation:  Confirmation is usually 
administered to parish teens once per year in the spring.  
The preparation program is open to all ninth graders and 
above. Preparation classes usually begin in January.   
Contact the parish office for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the parish 
office at least six months in advance.  The Catholic party is 
expected to be attending Mass regularly. 
 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Those who are 
being admitted to a hospital should receive this sacrament at 
church whenever possible by speaking to one of our priests.  
The infirm may receive the sacraments at home by calling 
the parish office. 
 
St. Paul Catholic School & St. Paul Children’s Center:  
Our parochial school provides an outstanding Catholic 
education for children from pre-kindergarten (beginning at 
age three) through eighth grade.  Our Children’s Center 
provides quality day care for children age two and under. 
 
Parish Membership:  Every Catholic household is 
encouraged to register in the parish.  You may register on 
the first Sunday of the month by attending the information 
meeting held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  
St. Paul’s parishioners strive to be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  Christian stewardship includes a sharing of time, talent 
and treasure with the parish community.  Each household is 
expected to accept its responsibility for the welfare of the 
parish and its educational and charitable ministries by 
participation in Sunday Mass, active involvement in the 
parish, and by weekly use of the church support envelopes. 
 
   
 
    
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


